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GCAP LAC Declaration: Heading to COP30

COP30 returns to Latin America after a decade, to a region that harbours over 40% of the planet’s
biodiversity, 47% of its tropical forests and countless local communities that have historically
defended life and their territories. Yet this same region remains among the most severely affected by
the climate crisis, with 64% of its population exposed to climate-related disasters and the poorest and
most marginalized bearing the heaviest burdens. In this context, as organized civil society, we raise
our voices to demand that climate and economic justice stand at the centre of the upcoming global
negotiations.

The climate crisis can no longer be addressed with empty rhetoric, false solutions or conditional and
limited financing which, in most cases, unfairly deepens the external debt of our countries. Coupled
with extractivist economic models, this creates a vicious cycle that traps nations of the Global South.
Today, less than 10% of global climate finance reaches local communities, Indigenous Peoples, and
Afro-descendant populations — those who are, in fact, the primary protectors of the planet’s most
vital ecosystems. We therefore call for effective, accessible, transparent and debt-free climate finance
that is community-centered ensuring direct resources for Indigenous, Afro-descendant and local
conservation initiatives and recognizing these peoples and communities as guardians of the global
commons.

Achieving this requires a profound transformation of the international financial architecture — one
that ends the privileging of elites and corporate interests and instead places life, equity and the dignity
of peoples at its core. New financing mechanisms, such as the Loss and Damage Fund, must be
accessible, transparent and efficient in transferring resources to those who need them most. External
debt and unjust financial flows must no longer constrain climate action in the countries of the Global
South.

Furthermore, the poor implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 2030
Agenda underscores the urgent need to move beyond mere commitments toward transformative
action. This includes more ambitious public investments and participatory approaches in the design
and implementation of public policies.

A key priority is ensuring that the energy transition in Latin America and the Caribbean is just, inclusive,
and free from fossil fuels. This means not only halting new investments in oil, gas and coal, but also
challenging extractivist models that, under the logic of unlimited growth, continue to degrade



ecosystems and natural systems. What is needed is a productive transformation that creates green
jobs and fosters sustainable enterprises. The region holds immense potential to lead a structural shift
toward models that strengthen community resilience while respecting the planet’s ecological
boundaries.

At the same time, we uphold the protection of Indigenous territories and the safety of their leaders
and communities, particularly women. Latin America and the Caribbean remain the most dangerous
region in the world for land and environmental defenders. In 2022 alone, more than 86 defenders
were killed. The full and effective implementation of the Escazi Agreement is therefore urgent to
guarantee meaningful participation, access to information and environmental justice for all.

Decisions taken at COP30 must be grounded in the inclusion of Indigenous Peoples, women and youth.
It is vital to recognise the role of women as caregivers, leaders and agents of transformation, and the
role of young people as delegates and negotiators who will carry forward the legacy of struggle and
resistance in defense of their territories. Their active and equitable participation is essential to
envision and build more just and sustainable futures.

Finally, we call on Latin American and Caribbean countries to arrive at COP30 with ambitious, verifiable
commitments and robust monitoring mechanisms that translate global agreements into concrete and
urgent actions. Announcements alone are not enough, we need national plans aligned with the 1.5°C
target, developed through transparency, social participation and accountability.

We urge all countries to co-develop proposals that foster peace and cooperation among peoples and
to end the financing of war and destruction. There can be no climate justice without social justice,

and no sustainable solutions without peace.

COP30, taking place in our region, must be a true turning point. No more false promises, no more
false solutions. It is time to secure a just, climate-resilient, peaceful and dignified future for all.
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