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1. WORLD SOCIAL SUMMIT A CHANCE FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 
  
1.1 We live at a critical juncture of history. The world faces wars, extreme inequalities, 
democracies weakened by authoritarian regimes, a deepening climate  and a dramatic debt 
crisis and radical technological and demographic shifts. Amidst these intersecting crises, the 
Second World Summit for Social Development offers a chance to renew global commitment to 
human rights, justice, equality,      and human dignity. It offers an opportunity to forge a new global 
social contract, one that places people and the planet at the centre of economic and political 
decision-making, reinvigorates multilateral cooperation, and ensures that social justice is 
treated as the foundation of sustainable development. 
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1.2 The Doha Political Declaration of the World Social Summit asserts the determination of 
governments to promote social development and social justice and we welcome the 
commitment to address underlying structural causes. However, the Doha Declaration does not 
provide people of the world with a fundamentally different vision for a world that is in greater 
desperation.  
 
Thirty years after the Copenhagen Declaration, pledges remain unmet, and the enabling 
environment for social development that it promised has not materialised. There is a trail of failed 
promises from Agenda 21 of the 1992 Earth Summit to the 2012 Rio+20 Summit, to the 
Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda. With only 18% of the SDGs on track, 
progress on eradicating poverty, achieving full and decent employment, and promoting social 
inclusion remains far too slow and uneven.  
 
While the Doha Declaration reiterates past agreements, it fails to provide a roadmap and 
concrete commitments for a clear direction and accountability towards social justice. Neither 
does the Doha Declaration address structural causes nor bring agreements for additional 
revenue for addressing these global challenges, something rightly expected after the 
commitments made in the “Compromiso de Sevilla” in July 2025. 
 
1.3 As Gen Z protests around the world demonstrate, young people and the many other 
marginalised communities are deeply frustrated by the unending cycle of poverty, precarity and 
injustice. Civil society stands in solidarity with this urgent call for change and appeals to 
governments to respond by redesigning an inclusive and transformative programme of action.  
 
1.4 What the global community needs from the World Social Summit is a renewed commitment 
to address the colossal challenges of this moment and agreed concrete measures that will give 
momentum towards the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 
for social justice beyond 2030.  
 
 

2. PEOPLE’S CONCERNS ABOUT THE WORLD TODAY 
 
2.1 Almost a tenth of the world’s population – 808 million people – live in extreme poverty in 
20251, and 65 per cent live in countries where income inequality is rising.  3.8 billion people 
remain uncovered or are inadequately covered by social protection systems2. Around 251 million 
children and youth worldwide do not have access to education 3. Approximately 4.5 billion people 
– more than half of the world’s population - still lack access to essential health services 4. The 
UNDP warns that global progress on human development has hit its slowest rate in 25 years.5 
 
2.2 Yet at the same time, the richest 1% now own 45% of global wealth while 44% of humanity 
lives on less than $6.85 per day 6. The world’s richest 1% have increased their wealth by more 
than $22.9 trillion 7 in real terms since 2015, more than enough to eliminate annual poverty 22 
times over at the World Bank’s highest poverty line of $8.20 a day. 
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2.3 The richest 1% pollute more than the poorest 66%8, yet vulnerable communities bear the 
disastrous consequences in the form of floods, fires, and storms, wiping out lives and 
livelihoods, with the heaviest damage experienced by women, youth and marginalized groups. 
 
2.4 Nearly 1 in 3 countries face a catastrophic debt crisis — in 2025, there were twice as many 
countries in debt distress compared to 20159. 68 low-income countries on average spend more 
than 40 per cent of government expenditure on debt service payments10 as institutions such as 
the IMF and World Bank impose brutal austerity programmes. The International Financial 
Architecture is still using the colonial power relations when it was built 1944. 

2.5 The USA and other high-income countries have cut their development cooperation budgets 
dramatically and are set to cut 28 per cent of funding for 202611, the biggest cut in 50 years. These 
cuts are projected to exacerbate hunger and malnutrition, cripple health systems and disaster 
response systems in countries already struggling with severe vulnerabilities and conflict. 
 
2.6 These economic pressures and injustices are linked to violent conflict and instability. The 
world saw 61 conflicts in 26 countries, with 14 per cent of the global population affected and 122 
million people displaced across the globe12. UNHCR records show that in 2024, 1 in 67 people 
globally were forcibly displaced13. 
  
2.7 World military expenditure in all regions reached $2718 billion in 2024, an increase of 9.4 per 
cent in real terms from 202214. This was the steepest year-on-year rise since the end of the Cold 
War, with significant spikes in both Europe and the Middle East. 
  
2.8 Almost half of the countries were worse off in terms of democratic indicators in 2023 than in 
201815. The situation in repressive contexts continues to worsen, with autocratic governments 
taking further steps to reduce people’s ability to express dissent and demand accountability, 
while billionaires and multinational corporations exert control over media and politics. 
 
2.9 The proportion of people aged 65 years and over is expected to rise from 10 per cent in 2022 
to 16 per cent in 2050,16 and they are at risk of worsening age-based neglect, poverty, inequality 
and discrimination as they age, especially affecting women.  
 
2.10 Giant corporate entities with little accountability control technology and exploit people and 
natural resources. Globally, data centres consume 560 billion litres of water a year often in 
places with water scarcity17. AI is projected to displace 92 million jobs by 203018.  Fake news is 
subverting people’s ability to make democratic choices.  
 
2.11 The conventions and agreements reached through the United Nations since it was set up 80 
years ago are more necessary and urgent than ever against this backdrop. The principles of 
human rights, human dignity, well-being and welfare of all people and the planet must be 
respected by member states and serve as the foundational principles that should be the 
paramount objectives of all political, civil and economic, social and cultural systems.                
 

https://ethicalgeo.org/the-cloud-is-drying-our-rivers-water-usage-of-ai-data-centers/
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3.        DEMANDS FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 
  
3.1 Inequality: Adopt National Inequality Reduction Plans with time-bound targets.  
 

Addressing inequalities involves a range of steps, including ensuring tax justice, reigning in 
corporate power, and strengthening labour rights. Publicly delivered and financed universal 
quality services—like healthcare, education, housing, water and sanitation, care, and social 
protection— are critical for inequality reduction. Governments must commit to their delivery by 
accountable states. This is central to economic, and social and climate justice and the ‘justice’ 
involved in a ‘just transition.’ 
 
3.2 Social Protection: Commit to implementation plans to achieve Universal Social 
Protection Floors. 
 

Governments must commit to putting in place national implementation and financing plans by 
2028, with support of the international community. It should be agreed that the implementation 
of the plans are reviewed every five years.  
 
The fundamental principle behind Social Protection is universality: No one should be left behind 
regardless of their social or ethnic background, immigration status, age or gender. All people 
must be covered. Governments must be guided by the ILO Recommendation 202 (2012) on 
National Floors of Social Protection, to the Right to Social Security in the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights (1948) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
and held accountable for commitments through existing instruments and legislation. 
 
3.3 Health: Fund and build inclusive, participatory Universal Health Care systems. 
 

Billions remain without access to healthcare, with only 42% of UHC commitments reflected in 
law. WHO projects a shortage of 11 million health workers by 2030. Over 1 billion people 
worldwide are at risk of falling into poverty due to out-of-pocket health spending of 10% or more 
of their household budget. Scaling up primary healthcare (PHC) interventions across low and 
middle-income countries could save 60 million lives and increase average life expectancy by 3.7 
years by 2030. Governments must ensure access to universal high-quality health services by 
2030 and address shortages and working conditions of the health workforce, and enhance the 
primary healthcare infrastructure.  
 
3.4 Education: Equitable investment in public education, teacher support, protection of 
learning spaces, and gender-inclusive access. 
 

The Declaration must commit to invest more, more equitably, and more efficiently to strengthen 
public education systems, ensuring the provision of universal, inclusive, free, and quality 
education—from early childhood care and education (ECCE) to higher education, including adult 
learning, with emphasis on girls, women, indigenous learners and other excluded communities. 
The status and working conditions of teachers must be improved, and schools must be protected 
and equipped to contribute to the realization of all SDGs, human rights, peace building and work 
towards climate, racial, and gender justice. 
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3.5 Gender equality: Recognise, equitably share and, where appropriate, formalise care 
work, guarantee universal gender-transformative social protection, and uphold sexual and 
reproductive health and rights. 
 

Governments must uphold economic justice and rights for women and girls, in all their diversity. 
This means ensuring that feminist organisations, networks, movements, and collectives are 
substantially resourced. Resources must be shifted to universal, quality, and gender-
transformative public social protection and care systems, ensuring such systems are 
implemented to recognise, reduce, redistribute and reward care, financed with sufficient 
resources and collected fairly. Women’s rights to work and rights at work must be protected, in 
line with the standards and conventions of the International Labour Organization and the UN 
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, ensuring equal pay for work of equal value, 
freedom of association, and collective bargaining. Furthermore, all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms of women and girls must be respected, without discrimination. This 
means ensuring unimpeded access to sexual and reproductive health and rights, which includes 
comprehensive sexuality education and access to rights-based and safe abortion. We call for 
feminist and decolonial economic models, and reform of the international financial architecture 
grounded in care, solidarity, and redistribution, one that roots the economy in rights, equality, 
and justice. 
 
3.6 Discrimination: Explicit recognition of marginalised groups and dedicated financing for 
their participation  
 

Marginalisation is not mentioned in the Political Declaration, despite different groups such as 
Persons with Disabilities, Indigenous Communities and Communities Discriminated on Work 
and Descent (CDWD) continue to face systemic exclusion.      Disaggregated, including citizen-
led, data collection must be in place to measure and ensure inclusion.  
 
3.7 Ageing: Adopt a UN Convention on the Rights of Older Persons. 
 

The Summit must call for the adoption of a UN Convention on the Rights of Older Persons and 
inclusion in social protection, data, services and local and national consultations and  
participatory processes. As a global standard for Social Protection, pensions must be sufficient 
to cover needs in old age, so that older persons do not need to work. Conditions, terms and 
amounts of pensions should be determined in consultation with older persons. 
 
3.8 Public Services: End Austerity and Privatisation. 
 

Social justice needs progressive taxation, debt restructuring, issuing more Special Drawing 
Rights (SDRs) and an end to public service privatisation. Comprehensive support for public 
services must be seen as central to economic and social justice and the ‘justice’ involved in a 
‘just transition.’ Sustainable public funding should be at the heart of national budgets.  Invest in 
public service workers as a critical investment in citizens’ rights. 
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3.9 International Financial Architecture: Cancel the debt, support international tax co-
operation at the UN, UN Sovereign Debt Convention, trade and investment regulation.  
 

The Summit must include debt cancellation, negotiation of a UN Sovereign Debt Convention and 
support the work of the UN Framework Convention on International Tax Co-operation (UNFCITC). 
Governments must reverse development spending cuts and meet their commitment to allocate 
0.7% of GDP. We call for the transformation of the international financial architecture, taxation 
regimes, trade rules, and aid to secure the fiscal space for countries for social and climate 
spending. 
 
3.10 Climate justice: A fair, inclusive, and adequately financed climate agreement that 
enables developing countries to contribute to global decarbonisation without sacrificing 
their right to develop. 
 

The 1.5°C threshold has been breached. Climate impacts are already devastating marginalised 
communities, depleting resources, and escalating disasters. Climate justice and equity as core 
principles in climate action and decisions in the World Social Summit must accelerate a just 
transition for people and planet, including a fair, equitable and timebound transition away from 
fossil fuels as well as the protection of biodiversity and community livelihoods. Delivery of 
climate finance must be seen as a right, not charity, calling for grants and not loans. 
 
3.11 Technology, corporate regulation and decent work: Tax AI-generated profits, regulate 
resource extraction and develop democratic oversight of AI systems. 
 

The Summit should call for guaranteed income and retraining for displaced workers, stricter 
limits on water and energy use of AI infrastructure, and regulatory mechanisms for AI operations. 
It should also agree on economic strategies deliberately aimed at full employment while 
strengthening labour rights and standards to ensure decent work and living wages. 
 
3.12 Democracy and human rights: Act collectively to prevent human rights violations and 
ensure democratic participation and civic space. 
 

The Summit must take a decisive stance to denounce repression and human rights violations, 
and reiterate the fundamental democratic principle of people’s participation in political 
processes, including in the UN. Guarantee access to justice for victims of government or 
corporate-based violence and abuse, including those protesting corruption and advocating for 
good governance, as well as environmental defenders.                          . 
 
3.13 Demilitarization for Comprehensive Social Development and Peace Promotion 
 

We call for global reallocation from military spending to fund social protection floors, care 
infrastructure, climate adaptation under the Paris Agreement, health, and education. An 
ECOSOC-led Peace Dividend Forum should track progress, report annually on military versus 
social spending ratios, reallocation targets, and development impacts. Redirecting military 
funds is not idealism—it is sound, sustainable development policy. 
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3.14 Multilateralism: Strengthen the UN 
 

A multilateral system must serve all people and countries with democratic decision-making. The 
Summit must resolve to move away from a system where the powerful and rich dominate the 
rest. The UN must regain its role as the rule maker in regulating the International Financial 
Architecture (IFA) as outlined by the 4th International Conference on Financing for Development. 
 
   

4. PEOPLE’S ROADMAP FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE      
 
The Doha Declaration promises to promote social development and social justice anchored in a 
strengthened and effective multilateral system. However, it does not provide a clear roadmap 
with commitments to deliver the transformation within specific timelines.  
  
In this regard, civil society must play its role in advocating for global social justice, ensuring 
greater accountability of governments and international bodies, and providing essential 
expertise. There must also be greater people’s involvement – grassroots communities and 
people’s organisations shall lead the transformation to a just, equitable and sustainable future 
for all – achieving the SDGs and going beyond 2030. 
 
Now more than ever, we need new hope. We need a Summit that embodies our aspirations. The 
Peoples of the World need a concrete path towards social justice. 
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This People’s Declaration for Social Justice is the outcome of a bottom-up, 
participatory process. People’s Assemblies at community and national levels 
deliberated on key issues related to social justice. Their inputs were consolidated 
through regional People’s Assemblies in Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the 
Caribbean, culminating in the development of this declaration during the Global 
People’s Assembly Event on 29 October 2025. 
 

More information: https://gcap.global/peoples-assembly/ 
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