
 

 

Asia Regional People’s Declaration 2025 
 

(Issued on October 31, 2025) 

 

United Voice for social protection, civil liberties and justice for all! 

 

 
 

  

This declaration has been adopted by 38 civil society networks and organisations in 

Asia, which participated in the Asia Regional People’s Assembly 2025 that was held 

online on 28 October 2025. Over 100 community members, CSO leaders and 

academics participated in the Assembly. These messages and key calls to actions will 

be taken to the World Social Summit 2025, Asia Pacific Social Forum (APSF) 2025, 

Asia Democracy Assembly (ADA) 2025 and the International Civil Society Week 

(ICSW) 2025.  

 

THEME 1: Debt crisis and economic justice - the role of IFIs 

THEME 2: Social protection for social justice 

THEME 3: Climate change and environmental justice  

THEME 4: Democracy, civic space and human rights - impact of aid cut 

 

THEME 1: Debt crisis and economic justice - the role of IFIs 

The debt crisis has strangled the world economy affecting 831 million people living in 

extreme poverty (World Bank, 2025). Currently, 118 developing countries are 

experiencing debt distress (Martin and Waddock, 2024). Southern governments are 

compelled to cut their budget on health, education, social protection and climate 

actions to pay illegitimate debts. As a result, vast populations are vulnerable to 



 

 

poverty, inequality, economic crises, health emergencies, and climate change. Worst 

hit people are women, farmers and fisherfolk, Dalits, communities discriminated by 

work and descent, indigenous and tribal communities, persons with disabilities, 

elderly people; people affected by pandemic diseases such as HIV, TB, and malaria; 

and LGBTQI groups. This leads to worsening poverty, greater economic distress and 

eventually to unrest and instability. 

The major causes for the debt and economic distress are the loan conditions set by 

the International Financial Institutions (IFIs) guided by the World Bank and the IMF 

that impose austerity measures making debt repayment a priority over social 

spending. Higher interest rates are charged from the southern nations in comparison 

to the rich countries. This crisis-instigating policies or debt trap diplomacy of IFIs 

perpetuated harmful policies that deepen economic injustice in the global south. The 

Covid-19 pandemic, Ukraine-Russia war and the interest rate hikes in the US and 

EU, intertwined with deep economic injustice, lack of transparency and 

accountability of the national governments have created systemic shock and 

destabilized economies of developing countries in the Asian and other southern 

nations resulting social unrest, tensions, and upheavals in Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, 

Nepal, Kenya and Indonesia etc.  

Hundreds of civil society organizations in the Global South have organized public 

stunts, street protests and people’s assemblies during annual meetings of the World 

Bank and the IMF in forms of demanding debt cancellation, eradication of poverty, 

protection of nature, finance climate justice and a public funded Universal Social 

Protection Floors in Asian countries.  

Call for action:  

1. We call for unjust debt cancellation and end to the austerity measures  

2. Governments must recognise the failure of the present colonial debt 

architecture that perpetuates debt crises and undertake fundamental 

structural reforms 

3. We call for a UN Framework Convention on Sovereign Debt 

4. Reform of the International Financial Architecture including a strong UN 

Framework Convention on Tax 

5. Reform of the national and global tax systems to ensure fairness, transparency 

and accountability 

6. Governments in Asian countries must prioritise urgent investments in social 

protection and public services like Universal Health Coverage (UHC), 

education, and social services  

7. Increase allocation of public resources by countries to essential services like 

health, education, and social protection 

8. Introduce wealth tax and mandatory beneficial ownership registry. 

 



 

 

THEME 2: Social protection for social justice 

Asia and the Pacific region have made important strides in expanding social 

protection, yet millions continue to live without security or dignity amid widening 

inequalities and economic fragility. According to the ILO (2024), for the first time, 

more than half of the region’s population (53.6%) accessed at least one social 

protection benefit in 2023. However, progress remains deeply uneven. Only 35.4% of 

people in southern Asia received a cash benefit in 2023, and regional spending on 

social protection averages just 11.8% of GDP, far below the global average of 19.3%. 

And the latest regional estimates (2019) reveal that 326 million people are spending 

more than 10% of their household budget as out-of-pocket expenditure on health.  

Across Asia, workers in the informal economy, women, migrants, Dalits, 

communities discriminated by work and descent (CDWD), persons with disabilities, 

and other marginalized communities remain largely unprotected, trapped in vicious 

cycles of poverty and vulnerability. These disparities are worsened by fiscal austerity, 

debt burdens, and the impacts of climate change, which together limit governments’ 

capacity to deliver equitable protection. 

Advancing social protection for social justice therefore requires more than expanding 

coverage; it demands transformative, rights-based systems that ensure universal 

access, gender and labour justice, inclusive public services, and sustainable and 

progressive financing. Only through solidarity, redistribution, and accountable 

governance can Asia build resilient societies where every person enjoys equality, 

dignity, and freedom from fear and want. 

Call for action:  

1. We call for the establishment of universal, rights-based social protection floors 

for all guaranteeing income security and essential services through 

developmental approach: from birth to death. Governments must publicly 

finance and legally guarantee the protection floors, ensuring that no one is left 

behind. 

2. We call for inclusive and equitable access for all, especially the most 

marginalized groups including women, informal and migrant workers, 

persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples, people affected by and living 

with diseases, the elderly, and gender-diverse groups. Policies and 

programmes must remove social, structural, and digital barriers to guarantee 

equity, accessibility, and dignity for all. 

3. We call for universal access to quality public services (health, education, 

housing, water, care) as a core pillar of social protection and development 

justice. This ought to be funded and delivered publicly in a  non-

discriminatory and inclusive way. For accessible and quality health services, 

including sexual and reproductive health, we need to legally safeguard health 

budgets against cuts and decrease or eliminate out-of-pocket expenditure 



 

 

4. We call for progressive financing, transparency, and participatory governance 

along with that we call for Institutionalize social audits and community 

participation. 

5. Citizens and civil society participation must be institutionalized to ensure that 

resources serve people, not profit 

6. We call for the integration of social protection with decent employment, 

labour rights including fair wages and safe working conditions, with robust 

pathways for informal workers to be covered and transitioned into formal 

systems 

7. Funding the social protection systems be done through progressive taxation, 

debt-relief and elimination of illicit financial flows 

 

THEME 3: Climate change and environmental justice  

 

Asia has become a focal point of concern in recent climate reports, including a UN 

assessment that highlights rapid warming, record extreme temperatures, and 

frequent occurrence of extreme weather events throughout the region. In 2023, many 

Asian countries experienced their hottest years, with floods, heatwaves, and fires 

affecting millions. Melting glaciers, especially in the Himalayas—now losing mass 

65% faster than in the previous decade—threaten water supplies for the world’s 

fastest-growing populations, impacting both daily life and food production and 

escalating risk of transboundary water disputes. Sea level rise and salinity are already 

reducing crop yields, and countries like India, China, Nepal, Pakistan, Cambodia, 

Bangladesh and even some parts of Central Asia (Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan) have 

faced severe droughts, long term flood, cyclones, drinkable water crisis and extreme 

heat, with South Asia sometimes reaching the limits of human survivability. This 

region has seen scorching heatwaves in India reaching 50 degrees Celsius, 

catastrophic floods in Pakistan which displaced 1.5 million people, along with 

increased instances of cyclones affecting coastal communities across Southeast Asia. 

Meanwhile, the Philippines ranked third in Asia for unusual heat linked to climate 

change and a record-breaking typhoon season in 2024 affecting 10 million people 

and resulting in severe production losses and infrastructure damage. These climate 

shocks are a primary driver of internal and cross-border labour migration, as farmers 

and fishers lose their livelihoods increasing risks of exploitation and trafficking 

 

The vulnerability of Asia is further exacerbated by weak adaptation and poor 

mitigation strategies, large young or aging populations, and ongoing environmental 

stressors. Improved responses are urgently needed, as high emissions from India and 

China contribute to worsening conditions, while protected-area expansion has 

displaced communities and disrupted traditional livelihoods.  

 

Administrative issues, such as poor record-keeping and underreporting of land 

rights, along with the construction of resource-intensive projects, have led to 



 

 

persistent social and environmental challenges. Indigenous communities have 

suffered repeated land rights abuses through violence, intimidation and corporate 

capture of natural resources. On the other hand, studies have found that 47 of the 

world’s biggest coal, oil, mining and cement firms engaged in “wilful obfuscation” of 

climate science through legal interventions which actively block a global transition to 

clean energy (Kaminski, 2022). Governments actively discourage discussions on the 

links between human rights and climate change reflecting a gap between the 

country’s international acknowledgement of the concepts and how they translate 

domestically. International bodies and civil society groups warn that continued 

neglect of climate justice could aggravate poverty, cause further displacement, and 

fuel social unrest among young populations (South Asian median age is 27.5) 

struggling for basic resources like water. Urgent actions are needed to address this 

growing crisis in Asia.  

 

The Philippines remain to be the most vulnerable to climate risks in the world, as it 

lies in the hazardous Pacific Ring of Fire. Natural and human-induced hazards result 

in loss of livelihood, displacement, and energy poverty. 

 

Call for action:  

 

1. Carbon reduction and green policies: Enact policies to phase out fossil fuels, 

promote green procurement, and increase efficiency standards for machinery 

and goods to cut carbon emissions. This must include the decisive action to 

halt the expansion of public fossil fuel finance and accelerate decarbonization.  

2. Uphold Indigenous and local governance: Respect self-determination rights of 

tribal, forest-dwelling, and Indigenous communities; ensure all land-use 

decisions—such as forest diversion—obtain village assemblies’ free, prior, 

informed consent,  and follow the Forest Rights Act (India) and the 

Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Act (Philippines). 

3. Transparency and accountability in land use: Publish detailed information on 

land acquired for public purposes, including its intended use, beneficiaries,  

and expected climate outcomes. 

4. Technical assistance and sustainable finance: Wealthy nations must fund 

technical support for climate sustainability, disaster risk insurance, and 

advancing sustainability accounting to help developing economies and 

institutions transition to greener practices. 

5. The International Financial Institutions (IFIs) and wealthy nations should 

provide grant-based climate finance for renewable energy promoting 

indigenous knowledge 

6. National governments should make it mandatory to involve affected 

communities in making decisions and ensure finance is accessible at the local 

level  

7. Strengthen safeguards and enhance social and environmental accountability 

8. Adopt sustainable policies for energy transition minerals 



 

 

9. Climate data and forecasting: Invest in robust weather forecasting and ensure 

early warning systems are accessible to all, improving preparedness across 

Asia. This includes developing targeted climate risk mitigation plans and 

providing essential social protection for informal workers impacted by the 

extreme weathers.  

10. Accelerate adaptation efforts: Massively increase investment and action on 

climate adaptation, as current measures lag the pace of climate impacts. 

11. Build local capacity and youth engagement: Strengthen adaptation training in 

schools and universities and offer regional scholarships to empower youth in 

climate research and solutions. Empower local communities to lead in 

financing and decision-making. 

12. Budget and resource allocation: Substantially raise climate adaptation 

budgets, following examples like Bangladesh, to prepare for unavoidable 

climate impacts. We need to ensure grant-based, not loan-based, climate loss 

and damage finance. 

13. Protect environmental defenders: Ensure that human rights and 

environmental defenders are shielded from threats, harassment, or reprisals 

for their work on climate and conservation issues. 

14. Public awareness and communication: Adopt targeted, government-led 

messaging on climate change, with UN support, to improve public 

understanding and response to the climate crisis. 

15. Address climate induced migration: Develop regional frameworks and 

national policies for safe, dignified, and legal migration pathways for those 

displaced by climate change. 

16. Promote climate diplomacy and cooperation: Establish national and regional 

mechanisms for transboundary cooperation, particularly concerning shared 

water resources, to mitigate the risk of conflicts fueled by climate crises.  

 

THEME 4: Democracy, civic space and human rights, and the impact of 

aid cut 

 

The rise of security states as opposed to welfare states in various Asian countries has 

had adverse effects on human rights, democracy, gender equality, and marginalised 

groups. This has led to widespread societal polarisation and exacerbated social 

inequalities. Civil rights are being increasingly controlled and restricted, leading to a 

shift in the working approaches of NGOs, with less direct advocacy work being done 

as they focus more on service delivery or risk mitigation.  

  

Democracy in the region is battered with a growing trend toward authoritarianism 

and militarization. Governments have imposed laws and regulations to limit the 

activities of NGOs and Civil Society Organizations. Furthermore, restrictions have 

been placed on foreign funding for human rights organisations and civil society 

platforms, while internet censorship, digital surveillance, and media repression are 



 

 

on the rise. This includes the use of advanced surveillance technologies to monitor 

and repress dissent, leading to a new era of authoritarianism.  

 

Over and above this, the fund cuts announced by the US and other western nations to 

the CSOs and the low- and middle-income countries has exacerbated the situation. 

CSOs, already constrained by laws and funding, now must close or cut down their 

activities. CSOs actions on human rights, governance, legislative reforms, 

environmental protection, and service delivery have severely suffered due to the fund 

cut. Public awareness about their rights, social protection, transparent governance 

has started suffering leading to lesser citizen activism. The increasing influence of 

corporate sector on public policy formation and implementation, as well as lack of 

accountability and transparency for transnational corporations operating in the 

region also further aggravated these challenges.  It's necessary to uphold the civic 

and political rights to enable realising economic, social and cultural rights as well as 

the right to a healthy environment.  

 

The humanitarian condition of people in Gaza is extremely precarious due to 

continuous bombardment by Israeli forces.   

 

Call for action:  

 

1. We disapprove of the rise of security states in the region that curtails the 

rights of people and facilitates the erosion of public trust. 

2. We call on states to respect and protect fundamental freedoms, especially 

freedom of association and expression both online and offline. 

3. We call to ensure that the Internet remains free, open, and secure for all 

citizens by prohibiting state-sponsored digital surveillance and the misuse of 

personal data. 

4. We express concern about escalating warmongering and hostility among 

various Asian countries and the resultant rise in internal displacement and the 

number of stateless persons. 

5. We denounce the genocide in Gaza by the Israel and call upon governments to 

denounce the same. We call upon both Israel and Hamas to adhere to the 

ceasefire and maintain peace in the region 

6. Address rising religious fundamentalism and majoritarianism which are often 

weaponized by states to divide communities based on religion, ethnicity and 

justify discrimination.   

7. Address electoral authoritarianism and ensure greater accountability of 

governments towards its citizens 

8. We call for inclusion of youth, women and marginalised communities to 

reimagine a different future and decision-making processes. 

9. We call on the state to protect civic space and the human rights defenders who 

play a crucial role in protecting the interests of the marginalised and 

historically excluded communities and democratic rights  



 

 

10. Calling on states to take adequate measures to protect the human rights and 

fundamental freedom of women, old people, persons with disabilities, 

indigenous communities, Dalits, and Communities Discriminated by Work 

and Descent (CDWD), children, LGBTQI+ communities, religious minorities 

and other such marginalised groups, and eliminate multiple and intersecting 

forms of discrimination 

11. Recognize the crucial role of civil society in speaking out against the 

suppression of democratic freedom and promoting sustainable and equitable 

development. 

12. Ensure the rule of law applies to all. Ensure political impunity and corrupt 

practices are eliminated from governance 

13. We call upon the western governments to rethink on aid cuts to the CSOs and 

low- and middle-income countries and rather increase their contribution 

under the ODA, shift power and funding models - reimagine a new financing 

model that is based on humanity, dignity and rights, and locally driven. 

14. We call upon the Asian nations to develop south-south solidarity in view of the 

aid cuts as well as envision an increased cooperation, leveraging local 

knowledge and resources.   

15. We call upon the Asian governments and the CSOs to strengthen transparency 

and accountability in the use of aid funds from rich nations 

16. We call upon Asian governments to come up with a development conclave 

jointly with civil society and develop a shared way forward 

…………… 

 

Endorsed by:  

1. Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) 

2. Asia Dalit Rights Forum (ADRF) 

3. Global Forum on Communities Discriminated by Work and Descent (GFoD) 

4. Asia Civil Society Partnership for Sustainable Development (APSD) 

5. Asia Democracy Network (ADN) 

6. Asia Development Alliance (ADA) 

7. People’s Vaccine Alliance (PVA), Asia Chapter 

8. OXFAM-Asia 

9. South Asia Alliance for Poverty Eradication (SAAPE) 

10. ActionAid International - Asia Region 

11. Aide Et Action – International 

12. Wada Na Todo Abhiyan 

13. NGO Federation of Nepal 

14. Philippine Rural Reconstruction Movement (PRRM) 

15. Noakhali Rural Development Society, Bangladesh 

16. Sri Lanka United Nations Friendship Organisation (SUNFO)  

17. Sanayee Development Organisation, Afghanistan 

18. Pakistan Development Alliance (PDA) 



 

 

19. ONE Singapore 

20. Africa Japan Forum 

21. Cooperation Committee for Cambodia (CCC)  

22. APCASO 

23. American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) 

24. Recourse  

25. Equity Society Nepal 

26. EquityBd, Bangladesh 

27. Vikas Adhyayan Kendra, India 

28. Gramya Resource Centre for Women, India 

29. Rural Development Organization, Pakistan 

30. Association For Promotion Sustainable Development. India  

31. EMPOWER INDIA  

32. National Youth Equity Forum (NYEF), India  

33. Fight Inequality Alliance (FIA), India 

34. GreenWatch Dhaka, Bangladesh 

35. Pax Romana-International Movement of Catholic Students (IMCS) Asia 

Pacific  

36. International Youth Training Centre (IYTC) 

37. Plataforma Mulheres em Acção (PMA) Angola 

38. Foundation for Sustainable Development and Climate Action  

 

 


