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Briefing for Political Declaration of 
the World Social Summit 2025 

  

Key message:  

The Political Declaration to be adopted in November 2025  at the World Social 
Summit must offer more than aspirational language, and set out explicit 
commitments and measurable actions for Member States for social justice, to 
reduce inequalities, eradicate poverty, uphold human rights and to build 
societies that work for everyone and bring peace, stability, and prosperity. 

  

Introduction: 

Member States of the United Nations assembling for the Second World Summit for Social 

Development (WSSD) in Doha, Qatar, have the first opportunity in 30 years to strengthen 

the visionary commitments of the Copenhagen Declaration from the first summit in 1995. 

This is the time to put people back at the centre of development and show the political will 

and determination to improve billions of lives worldwide.  This unique opportunity must 

not be missed. 

In 2025 persons of all ages in all regions and countries face multiple, often interlocking 

obstacles, bringing hardship and crisis. War, conflict, climate change, displacement, 

migration, the economic, political, and social fallout of the pandemic and the cost-of-living 

crisis are pushing millions into impoverishment, insecurity, and homelessness. Human rights 

defenders are under attack, ‘Foreign Agent Laws’ can designate recipients of ODA as 

enemies of the state, freedoms of assembly and to free speech are being withdrawn.  The 

well-being of individuals, families and communities is subordinated to corporate welfare. 

Trust in governments and democratic processes is at an all-time low. Democratic institutions 

are imperilled.  Inequality is deepening between and within countries. Addressing climate 

change is a vital imperative to reduce the peril to and to save our planet. At the same time, 

artificial intelligence (AI) threatens to quash improvements in employment, increase job 

insecurity and precariousness, and reverse access to employment for a still growing global 

population, half of whom already have access only to informal work, lacking access to social 

protection and health care.   
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United Nations’ principles of human rights, human dignity, well-being, and welfare of all 

persons of all ages, everywhere, must be the foundation for the Political Declaration as the 

raison d’être of all political, civil and economic systems. If the Declaration does not only 

make good, but reach beyond, the vision of Copenhagen, it will be a betrayal of populations 

around the world who look to the United Nations as a beacon of fairness and human dignity. 

As Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP) we have identified eleven priority areas 

with actionable and accountable policy goals to be addressed at Doha. These priorities take 

account of and build on agreements reached in the 2024 Pact for the Future, which 

reconfirmed the 2030 Agenda and its SDGs as the blueprint for sustainable development 

and committed Member States to concrete actions to advance international peace and 

security, and to transform global governance. 

  

1. Inequality  

  

Key message: The Summit at Doha must address both the structural drivers of 

inequality and commitments to concrete measures to reduce inequality 

everywhere.  

 

To build resilient societies and inclusive economies, inequality must be addressed in all the 

discussions and outcome of the Summit. The 2nd World Social Summit at Qatar may 

therefore become known as the ‘Inequality Summit’, and a historic milestone in global social 

development.  

The degree of income and wealth inequality in and between countries is high and growing; 

the richest 1 per cent now owns more wealth than 95 percent of the world population, and 

65 per cent of the world population lives in countries where income inequality is rising. 

Inequality undermines social cohesion, threatens democratic governance, and is antithetical 

to peace and sustainable development. A transformative agenda for social development 

must not only acknowledge inequality but also actively work to dismantle it. Therefore, the 

Summit’s commitments to dismantle inequality must be framed with clear policy goals that 

strive for increasing equality particularly through implementation of  high quality, universal,  

inclusive public provision of key social services that are redistributive, financed through 

taxation , and delivered by states which are accountable to their citizens.  

 

Key Points for inclusion in the Political Declaration:  

 Recognize inequality as both a cause and a consequence of multiple intersecting 

crises  
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 Commit to global and national targets to reduce income and wealth inequality as 

rapidly and radically as possible, and to develop National Inequality Reduction Plans 

with time-bound targets 

 Agree a new social compact guaranteeing universal quality public services for all, 

including  healthcare, education, housing, care services and rights-based universal 

social protection  

 Guarantee increased public spending for social  services and support the 

remuneration and job security of public service workers 

 End the privatization and financialization of key public services like education and 

health  

  

2. Social Protection 
 

Key message: The Summit at Doha must commit to a clear road map with 

ambitious, concrete steps to achieve universal social protection by 2030.  

 

Social security is a human right. Social Protection is fundamental to the eradication of 

poverty and stipulated in target 3 of SDG1; to implement nationally appropriate social 

protection systems and measures for all, including floors, and by 2030 achieve substantial 

coverage of the poor and the vulnerable’.  

 In 2025 only 53 per cent of the world’s population has access to social protection – a mere 

18 per cent in Africa. Real change requires a substantial boost in determination and political 

will, and in the allocation of sufficient resources. These concrete and ambitious 

commitments can be included in the declaration and considered as a key outcome of the 

Qatar Summit. 

 

Key Points for inclusion in the Political Declaration:  

 Agree a goal to ensure universal Social Protection Floors are in place and financially 

secure by 2030 

 Agree time bound national implementation and financing plans by the end of 2028 

 Recommend that in countries where domestic resources are insufficient, the 

international community and international financial institutions step in to provide 

grants, concessional loans and technical assistance, if necessary, though a Global 

Fund,  to enable governments to implement or expand universal social protection 

systems. 
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 Agree to review implementation of national plans every five years based on a 

surveillance and monitoring mechanism established and resourced in a UN 

Programme or Specialized Agency for that purpose 

 

 

3. Gender Equality  

 

Key message: The Summit at Doha must address the structural transformation 

and resources required for gender inclusion, with action centred on rights, 

care, decent work, and participatory decision-making. 

 

Women perform 76 percent of unpaid care work, earn 16 per cent less than men, and are 

overrepresented in insecure, informal jobs (ILO, 2018). Women occupy barely more than a 

quarter of global parliamentary seats (IPU, 2024), and 2 billion women have no social 

protection. Gender-based discrimination and violence are widespread and gender inequality 

is a major obstacle to social justice and sustainable development. The Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) must be acknowledged 

and applied. 

 

Key Points for inclusion in the Political Declaration: 

● Guarantee universal, gender-transformative social protection, addressing structural 

barriers to inclusion of most marginalised populations based on gender 

● Recognize and formalize care work through subsidies and other financial support  

● Ensure access to sexual and reproductive rights for all across the life course, and full 

inclusion of women, girls, and LGBTQI+ people in participatory decision-making  

  

4. Universal Health Coverage (UHC)  
  

Key message: The Summit at Doha must reaffirm commitment to universal 

health coverage (UHC); the reality is that progress towards universality in 

access to health is both slow and inequitable.  

 

All people everywhere have the right to health. But access to affordable, high quality health 

care is still a distant reality for billions. In 2023, only 43 per cent of national governments 

who made commitments on UHC had enacted laws to ensure equitable, affordable, and  
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accessible health services, and only 26 per cent of the 153 countries who provided voluntary 

national reviews (VNRs) have an accountability mechanism for UHC. Civil society 

organisations (CSOs) underscore the obstacles faced by user groups to participate in 

planning, budgeting, reviewing and evaluating health policies and implementation. Mental 

health services are especially poor or non-existent, and require greater recognition and 

dedicated finance.   

 

Key Points for inclusion in the Political Declaration: 

 UHC systems must be inclusive of marginalised and vulnerable populations and 

those historically excluded from health service coverage 

 UHC governance systems must enable participation of community and user groups in 

health policy making, with particular care to include marginalised groups and civil 

society organisations 

 Commitment to put accountability mechanisms in place for UHC enabling all persons 

of all ages across the life course to participate in monitoring of UHC delivery at all 

levels   

  

5. Education 
  

Key message: The Summit at Doha must call for the necessary investment in 

infrastructure, training and teachers to strengthen public education systems 

and ensure that the human right to education for all is fulfilled everywhere. 

 

Education is an essential building block of just, inclusive, sustainable development.  At least 

a quarter of a billion children and youth have no access to school, and 40 per cent of 

children and youth in school dropout – particularly girls, persons with disabilities, displaced 

persons, migrants and refugees.  Adult education is underfunded and insufficient. Public 

education systems are threatened by austerity and debt servicing, and diversity in education 

is losing ground. Low- and lower-middle income countries face a funding gap of close to US$ 

100 billion per year to meet SDG 4 targets.  More than one third of countries spend less 

than 4–6% of GDP and/or 15–20% of public budgets on education, the two agreed minimum 

benchmarks.     
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Key Points for inclusion in the Political Declaration: 

 Agree to invest more, more equitably and more efficiently to strengthen 

public education systems fulfilling State’s obligations with the right to 

education.  

 Agree to address teachers shortage by  improving the salaries, 

employment and working conditions of teachers  

 Agree to remove barriers to gender equality in and through education, and 

to ensure inclusive access and meaningful participation of all learners — 

with particular attention to racism, disabilities condition and the intersecting 

forms of discrimination  

 Agree to provide education systems with the necessary resources to 

address inequalities and violence, and to advance the realization of human 

rights, peace, and the Sustainable Development Goals. 

 Agree to protect schools, learners and educational personnel from attacks 

in all circumstances, ensuring the continuity of education during conflict 

situations  

 

6. Discrimination and Exclusion  
  

Key message: The Summit at Doha must take account of the lived experience 

of Communities Discriminated on Work and Descent (CDWD) and include 

specific references to them in the Declaration.  

 

Numbering close to a third of a billion persons, these Communities struggle for recognition, 

rights, inclusion and meaningful representation nationally and globally. Despite global 

commitments to inclusion, they are marginalized and their demands for dignity and justice 

are inadequately acknowledged at international level. In many countries, they are among 

the most systemically excluded and invisible populations, facing violence and discrimination 

linked to caste, occupation, and inherited status, including barriers to employment 

opportunities, especially for women and youth.  

 

Key Points for inclusion in the Qatar Declaration: 

●  Call for explicit recognition of CDWD, highlighting the systemic inequalities they face 

and the need for their inclusion  
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● Agree on dedicated financing to ensure CDWD participation in national and 

international policy fora 

● Agree to disaggregate data collection on CDWD to monitor their access to services, 

rights, justice, employment and development opportunities 

● Agree on measures to hold governments accountable for CDWD inclusive 

implementation of all negotiated outcomes 

  

7. Ageing 
  

Key message: The Summit at Doha must embrace the opportunities and 

address the challenges of population  ageing with robust social protection and 

finance, and support the drafting of a Convention on the Rights of Older 

Persons, in accordance with Resolution A/RES/78/324 of the UN General 

Assembly adopted 14 August 2024.   

 

Countries of all regions are experiencing rapid population ageing and increased longevity, 

especially in women. The global population aged 65 years and over will rise from 10 per cent 

in 2022 to 16 per cent in 2050. Disability increases with age, and current estimates of the 

global population being disabled (16 per cent) will increase with the global trend of ageing. 

Already millions of older persons experience neglect, exclusion and marginalization due to 

institutionalized ageism. All forms of inequality (gender, location, class, income, education, 

access to health and opportunity) are worsened in older ages, resulting in extreme poverty 

and ill health, exacerbated by inadequate social protection due to failure or delays in 

implementing Social Protection Floors (SPFs).   

Justice and rights for older persons are in the process of being recognized in international 

human rights law, essential for policies that embody intergenerational solidarity and that 

promote the rights of people of all ages to participation, voice and agency and to adequate 

financing. Social Protection Floors are vital; they have proven impact on intergenerational 

poverty and are essential for older persons now and young populations as they age.  

 

Key Points for inclusion in the Political Declaration: 

 Resolve to promote the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Older Persons 

by the Human Rights Council in 2026. 
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 Agree to specify that goals for social protection, health, education and gender must 

make explicit reference to inclusivity of all ages and those with disabilities  

 Agree to establish or improve data systems to disaggregate by age as well as by 

gender and disability 

 Urge adequate financing and greater investment in age- and disability-inclusive data 

over the life course 

  

8. End Austerity and Privatization 
  

Key message: The Summit at Doha must establish clear goals and policies to 

increase, rather than decrease, public spending and citizen accountability for 

global public goods.  

 

Silence on austerity legitimizes harmful fiscal orthodoxy, which is one of the major causes of 

inequality and is antithetical to the global agenda to eradicate poverty. Nearly 7 billion 

persons are adversely affected by austerity. More than 140 governments are cutting public 

budgets – reducing pensions and welfare benefits, slashing jobs and wages for teachers and 

health workers, rolling back labour rights, raising consumption taxes, and reducing or 

eliminating subsidies. Public services are being privatized, becoming more costly and of 

lower quality. These cuts hit women hardest as they make up most of the health (70 

percent) and education (60 percent) workforces, depend more on public services, and 

comprise the majority of unpaid care workers that sustain families and communities.  

  

Key Points for inclusion in the Political Declaration: 

 Recognize the adverse impacts of austerity on the SDGS and the global social 

development agenda 

 Adopt a goal to agree on and endorse alternatives to austerity by raising revenue 

through progressive taxation, cancelling or restructuring debt, curbing illicit financial 

flows, and increasing employer social security contributions  

 Prioritize policies that guarantee universal access to public services and social 

protection and end privatisation. 
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9. Debt and ODA 
  

Key message: The Summit at Doha must agree on measures to cancel and/or 

restructure debt and to reinstate ODA in order to achieve the SDGs and the 

global social development agenda   
 

Public debt in low- and middle-income countries reached a record US$29 trillion in 2023. 

More than half of the 68 low-income countries are in debt distress, over twice the number 

in 2015. Countries of the Global South dedicate on average more than 40 per cent of 

government expenditure on debt service payments. 3.3 billion people live in countries that 

spend more on debt service than on health or education, are unable to address the climate 

emergency and are now facing reductions in ODA budgets and having to respond to tariff 

wars. Higher debt service payments due to increases in interest rates, declining ODA and 

austerity measures imposed by financial institutions have eroded national resources to 

finance essential public services. Many high-income countries have reduced their ODA 

specifically to increase their defence expenditures and to support refugee resettlement.  

 

Key Points for inclusion in the Political Declaration: 

 Call on international financial institutions and creditor institutions and governments 

for debt cancellation and debt restructuring for low-income and lower-middle 

income countries in the short term  

 Request high-income countries to find alternative budgetary sources for defence 

expenditure increases and refugee resettlement  

 Call for recommitment to the ODA target of 0.7 per cent 

 Agree to develop a multilateral agreement on a UN Framework Convention on 

Sovereign Debt to create a new debt architecture and system of financial governance 

in the longer term to prevent the trap of unsustainable debt and prioritize debt 

sustainability, through the binding principles of transparency; public information on 

financial conditionality; pathways to concessional financing; reform of the credit 

rating system; and with monitoring and regulation undertaken by a multilateral 

agency of the UN 
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10.Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction 
 

Key message: The Summit at Doha must recognise that Climate Change is 
affecting social development and marginalised communities in a very unjust 
way and that adaptive social protection systems are necessary.  
 
The earth is already breaching the 1.5C - agreed in Paris in 2015. The impacts of climate 
change include sea level rise, drought and flooding, which affect agriculture, deplete natural 
resources and generate unknown diseases. The impacts are felt disproportionately by 
people from marginalised communities and in low and low-middle income countries where 
there are fewer resource to cope with these impacts. ‘Adaptive social protection’ must be 
prioritised and incorporated into the social protection frameworks of countries to ensure  
communities and governments can better manage climate change challenges and promote 
a just transition that leaves no one behind. 
 

Key Points for inclusion in the Political Declaration:  

 Climate adaptation and mitigation to prioritize gender justice and the inclusion of  
marginalized communities in climate action  

 Climate action to address loss and damage to universal public services 

 Governments to strengthen adaptive social protection systems and ensure universal 
systems are in place that are shock-responsive, inclusive, and accessible to all.  
 

11.  Artificial Intelligence 
  

Key message: The Summit at Doha to recognize and take steps to reduce the 

threat of AI to employment and job security. 

 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) threatens to be the greatest disruptor of the labour market since 

the industrial revolution. Possibly 40 per cent of jobs could be eliminated by AI by 2030, 

with administrative roles (predominantly held by women) facing nearly triple the risk of 

displacement. At the same time, AI is generating unprecedented private wealth, with 

projected profits in the trillions of US$, thereby threatening to increase inequality which is 

eroding the SDGs, the global agenda for social development, and increasing  poverty.  AI is 

also creating new challenges for the provision of renewable energy which imperils green 

energy goals and worsens the climate change emergency.  
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The Zero Draft fails to recognize that AI is concentrating wealth and power in the hands of a 

few, while stripping jobs and income from millions of people. It must include proposals to 

tax AI profits, to compensate displaced workers, and require governments to use taxation to 

return to the public a fair share of AI profits which are generated using public data and 

infrastructure. 

 

Key Points for inclusion in the Political Declaration: 

 Agree on robust taxes on AI-generated profits and redirect this wealth into public 

services, universal health and social protection.  

 Call on Member States to guarantee income, retraining and support for all AI 

displaced workers with income from AI taxes 

 Agree on policy to prioritize transparency, democratic oversight, and public 

accountability of AI systems, especially those developed with public data and 

resources  

Concluding remarks: 
  
Member States coming together for the WSSD have an unprecedented opportunity to 
demonstrate how their political will and determination can make a real difference to 
millions of peoples’ lives across the world.  For this reason, the Qatar Declaration must 
recover the hope and vision of the Copenhagen Declaration and be one of renewal and 
transformation, giving courage to a world in crisis. It must use the building blocks of 
agreements already made, but go further to agree actionable goals with accountability 
mechanisms to give succour and security to people and planet.  

It’s fundamental for the implementation to have a regular review and follow-up every 3 to 
5 years.  

The conventions and agreements reached through the United Nations – ‘we the peoples’ - 
since it was set up 80 years ago are more necessary than ever; as they require that the 
principles of human rights, human dignity,  well-being and welfare of all people, 
everywhere, from the cradle to the grave, should be the overriding objective of all political, 
civil and economic systems. 

This is why the Qatar Declaration must recommit to the vision of the 1995 Copenhagen 
Declaration and offer an actionable set of commitments to transform a world in crisis. Using 
the building blocks of agreements made since 1995, the Qatar Declaration must and can 
establish proactive goals and accountability mechanisms to save the planet and to deliver 
human rights and social development everywhere for all from cradle to the grave.  

  

June 2025 
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