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CRISIS ON ALL FRONTS:
CLIMATE, INEQUALITY, AND THE 

STRUGGLE FOR JUSTICE



2015 MARKED A YEAR OF BOLD AMBITIONS
B u t  a  d e c a d e  l a t e r ,  p o v e r t y  a n d 

inequality have not only remained 
m a s s i v e  b u t  a l s o  a p p e a r  t o  b e 
expanding.

As the richest 1% grew their wealth three 

t imes higher  dur ing the COVID-19 

pandemic, the rest of the population 

faces multiple economic and climate 

crises.



GLOBAL NORTH IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
92% OF EXCESS 
GLOBAL CARBON 
EMISSIONS

D e s p i t e  t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n t 

contr ibution to the cl imate 

c r i s i s ,  t h e  p o o r  a n d  t h e 

marginalized bear the brunt of 

its impacts. This only means 
that as the crisis worsens, the 
situation of the poorest will 
force them into survival mode. 



2024 WAS THE 
HOTTEST YEAR ON 
RECORD, EXCEEDING 
THE 1.5C THESHOLD
This would accelerate the climate catastrophe,  leading to  a 
disproportionate burden on the most vulnerable and revealing a 
stark reality: those least responsible pay the highest price



THE PHILIPPINES IS STILL THE 
MOST AT-RISK COUNTRY FOR 
16TH STRAIGHT YEAR IN THE 
2024 WORLD RISK REPORT



RECORD-BREAKING TYPHOON SEASON IN 
2024: SIX STORMS WITHIN A MONTH
PHP 10.56 BILLION 10 MILLION PEOPLE

255,466 HOMES 13,000 HECTARES

Damage to infrastructure has 

reached US$179 million 

(PHP10.56 billion)

Combined number of people 

affected by the six storms or 

around 2.6 million families 

total damaged homes and 

19,010  are completely 

destroyed

of farmland have been affected, 
resulting in production losses 
exceeding 10,000 metric tons 

and severely impacting farming 
and fishing livelihoods



HEAT INDEX REACHED DANGER 
LEVELS IN THE PHILIPPINES
A report released by Climate Central 

shows that the Philippines ranked 

third in Asia for unusualheat linked to 

climate change. They also reported 

that human-caused climate change, 
mainly from burning coal, oil, and 
methane gas, increased heat-
related health risks for billions and 
made extreme heat events more 
likely around the globe.



THE BUSINESS AS USUAL
• "Profits over people and planet"

• Fossil fuel expansion continues despite RE laws

⚬ 2,255 MW of coal capacity added post-moratorium

• Natural gas  is pushed as a “transition fuel”

⚬ Passage of Philippine Natural Gas Industry 

Development 

⚬ Frontline communities displaced, unheard

• More and more loans in the name of “climate 

resilience”

⚬ AFD: ₱15.8B loan; ADB: $500M NDC loan

⚬ Rising debt → regressive taxes on the public



BEYOND PHYSICAL IMPACTS, CLIMATE CHANGE 
WORSENS ECONOMIC INJUSTICES FOR 
MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES

• Loss of Livelihood

• Lack of Climate Action and Adaptation Support

• Energy Poverty, Inequity, and Rising Electricity Prices

• Displacement

• Little to no opportunity for communities to participate in 

influencing and decisions that impact their lives and 

livelihood

• A vital source of food, livelihood, and marine biodiversity 

under siege

⚬ The West Philippine Sea (WPS) faces illegal reclamation, 

overfishing, resource extraction, and militarization.



SYSTEM CHANGE, NOT CLIMATE CHANGE!
Addressing climate crisis in the Philippines demands more than resilience, it is rooted in 

demanding  redistribution, accountability, and systemic change.

• Climate finance must be needs-based, grant-based, and accessible to frontline 

communities.

• Energy systems must transition toward renewable, democratic, and equitable models.

• Reparations and climate debt from historical emitters must be recognized and paid.

• Local struggles—from fisherfolk defending the WPS to farmers resisting land grabs—must 

be uplifted as key agents of a just transition.


