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Declaration on Biodiversity

Within the framework of the Conference of the Parties (COP) on Biological Diversity (CBD), we,
the member organizations of GCAP - Global, have come together to make this joint declaration in
the context of an increasingly inhospitable and fast-paced planet for current and future generations,
where we are currently facing the Sixth Mass Extinction of Biodiversity in the history of the planet,
driven by human activity and its production and consumption models. This has led to the risk of
millions of species, including bacteria, fungi, plants, mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish,
invertebrates, and many species that disappear unnoticed, all of which will impact the life cycle of
this planet.

We believe that biodiversity plays a fundamental role in the balance of the planet because species
do not exist in isolation; they are interconnected and generate great ecosystem benefits for the
health of the planet and people. However, when one species goes extinct, it puts the life cycle of
other species at risk, which in turn affects the functioning of the ecosystem.

Therefore, COP16 aims to establish agendas, commitments, and action frameworks to conserve
biodiversity, as well as ensure fair and equitable participation for sustainable and lasting

peace with biodiversity. However, once COP16 concluded, very few agreements were reached,

as only 44 countries presented their action plans to reduce biodiversity loss by 2030, leaving unresolved
issues such as the lack of a financing model to implement the biodiversity protection plan under the
Kunming-Montreal Global Framework.

In this regard, we present the following demands:

e Biodiversity management must go beyond the economic and anthropocentric approaches that currently
govern national and international policies.

¢ We remind that the loss of biodiversity and the vulnerability of terrestrial, aquatic, and coastal marine
ecosystems are the result of historical processes of occupation, use, and transformation of territories
associated with patterns of extraction, production, consumption, and unsustainable waste.

e It is urgent to build a development model that responds to the common good, as well as the lack of an
adequate regulatory framework for adaptation and the systematic non-compliance with existing national and
multilateral environmental regulations.

e Implement a holistic approach to biodiversity conservation, prioritizing territories under national and
international regimes for protection, sustainable management, and restoration: protected natural areas (PNA),
conservation areas, national biological corridors, RAMSAR wetlands, and biosphere reserves; addressing
strategies and adaptation measures in ecosystems.

¢ Ensure the responsible use of natural resources, with special emphasis on promoting renewable energy and
safeguarding the Earth's atmosphere as neutral.

e Governments must take urgent measures and strictly comply with existing environmental regulations to
safeguard biodiversity and the territories that sustain it.

e Strengthen the management of protected areas, promote research and ongoing monitoring, and encourage
sustainable development practices such as agroecology, organic production, and ecosystem restoration.



e Promote environmental education as an educational policy.

e Combat deforestation and public or private investment projects, as they are among the main causes of
biodiversity loss.

e Involve local communities and indigenous peoples to support the equitable conservation and restoration of
degraded ecosystems.

e Guarantee funding to communities for their work in caring for and protecting ecosystem services.

We reaffirm our commitment to building a just, equitable, and peaceful society, and call on
governments, international organizations, and all of society to work together and decisively
to bring these demands to fruition. It is imperative that we act with urgency and coherence to

% build a just future for all people
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