Global

/ .
é Callto Action

Against Poverty

REGIONAL DECLARATION OF THE GCAP-LAC PEOPLES' ASSEMBLY 2024

In the framework of the Summit of the Future and the United Nations General Assembly, we, the
member organizations of GCAP from Latin American and Caribbean countries, come together for
our Regional Peoples' Assembly, committed to addressing the profound inequalities, inequities, and
injustices that affect us now and threaten our future.

This year, the Regional Assembly makes an urgent call to governments and decision-makers to
confront economic, social, and environmental injustices by adopting measures to build just,
equitable, and peaceful societies. In the context of important multilateral meetings this year, Latin
America will host: the G20 in Brazil, COP 16 in Colombia, and others in 2025 in our region, such as
COP 30 in the Amazon/Brazil and the Amazon Summit in Colombia. We advocate for governance
that prioritizes human rights to combat climate change, inequality, poverty, and the impacts of debt.
We present the following essential demands to ensure well-being and justice in our region:

Economic Justice:

e We demand a radical transformation of economic systems to ensure economic justice by
implementing policies that promote equity in the distribution of resources, reduce
inequalities, and provide equitable access to economic opportunities.

e We call for a real commitment to economic justice, enabling all people to live dignified lives
and thrive in inclusive and sustainable environments.

e Urgent reforms are needed to implement fiscal policies that reduce structural inequalities
in the region.

e The transformation of the international financial architecture is essential for fair and
equitable change and must include the effective participation of communities, peoples, and
civil society.

e Design fair debt policies, including debt restructuring mechanisms.

e Taxcollection must align with the need for stable financing to reduce poverty and inequality.

e Governments must stop using instruments like tax benefits, subsidies, and incentives that
promote an exclusive extractivist model.

e Ensure transparency in fiscal reforms by securing effective mechanisms for broad public
debate.

Climate Justice:

e We demand concrete actions to address the climate crisis, addressing existing inequalities,
and urge governments to align with the Paris Agreement by strengthening cooperation for
climate mitigation and adaptation.

e Design and implement resilience, loss, and damage plans focused on marginalized groups,
especially women, ensuring no one is left behind.

e Strengthened environmental governance requires governments to reinforce partnerships
with civil society and private actors, integrating human rights principles and fostering the
creation of new eco-social contracts.

e Transition from fossil fuels to safe, clean, and collectively managed renewable energies and
invest in energy efficiency.

e Increase financial transfers from the Global North to the Global South to address climate
debts, ensuring democratic control over these resources.



e We urge countries that have not yet ratified the Escazi Agreement to promptly become
States Parties to this important instrument, and for those who have, to implement the
Regional Action Plan to protect human rights defenders in environmental matters.

e The development model based on exploitation is exacerbating social, environmental, and
economic inequalities, affecting fundamental rights such as access to water, land, food, and
housing, while socio-environmental conflicts are increasing due to mega-projects,
monocultures, and carbon markets, with the complicity of states and transnational
corporations.

¢ We condemn the militarization and criminalization of human rights defenders.

Social Justice:

e We reiterate the urgent need to establish and consolidate universal and effective social
protection systems, guaranteeing access to essential services, healthcare improvements,
and a safety net that promotes equal opportunities and general well-being.

e Fulfill the state's redistributive function through sufficient and stable public spending to
finance quality basic social services, as well as robust social protection mechanisms.

e Ensure equitable access to healthcare services for all people.

e Guarantee fair trade with decent wages, and adequate and safe working conditions.

e Promote free, quality, and accessible public education for all.

e Guarantee access to full, productive, freely chosen employment and lifelong learning.

e Protect people throughout their life cycle, facilitating equitable transitions.

e Ensure civil society participation, recognizing the role of organizations in defending human
rights and environmental protection, in favor of an enabling environment and civic space.

Gender Justice:

e Preventandrespond to gender-based violence by promoting regional awareness campaigns
adaptable to the contexts of each country to raise awareness of the various forms of gender
violence and its consequences.

e Ensure the political participation of women by securing gender quotas in decision-making
spaces and supporting women's organizations.

e Guarantee access to free and quality sexual and reproductive health services and promote
comprehensive sexuality education, while combating gender stereotypes.

e Demand the implementation of public policies with a gender perspective.

e Call for the allocation of adequate resources for the prevention and care of gender-based
violence.

e Promote the participation of women in peace and security building.

e Defend the right of women to live free from violence and discrimination.

We reaffirm our commitment to building a just, equitable, and peaceful society, and we call on
governments, international organizations, and society as a whole to work together and decisively to
realize these demands. It is imperative that we act with urgency and coherence to build a just future
for all people in Latin America and the Caribbean.




