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People’s Charter of Demands on Anniversary of Sustainable Development Goals and
Summit of the Future

Adopted by participants of the National People's Assembly on the SDG Anniversary held in Islamabad on
September 12, 2024, in light of the pressing challenges and worsening state of fundamental freedoms in
Pakistan.

We, the representatives of Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs),
International Non-Governmental Organizations (INGOs), Community-Based Organizations (CBOs), private
entities, public representatives, women, transgender, children, and human rights defender organizations from
all across Pakistan have come together to reaffirm our commitment to the protection and promotion of
fundamental freedoms, social justice, and sustainable development. This Charter is a call to action for the
Government of Pakistan, all political parties, and relevant stakeholders to address the urgent needs of the people
of Pakistan.

Preamble: We are deeply concerned about the situation of fundamental freedoms in Pakistan, the increasing
challenges to democracy, and the extremely slow progress on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
The challenge of civic rights, growing inequality, and inadequate protection for vulnerable groups have
necessitated this Charter of Demands to ensure a just, inclusive, and democratic society.

1. Restoration and Protection of Fundamental Freedoms:

e Freedom of Speech and Expression: We demand the repeal of all laws and regulations that restrict
free speech, including the misuse of cybercrime laws, and ensure that all citizens, journalists, and
activists can express their views without fear of reprisal.

e Freedom of Assembly and Association: We call for the restoration of the right to peaceful assembly
and association, allowing citizens, civil society organizations, and political parties to gather and
advocate for their rights without undue restrictions or violence.

e Freedom of the Press: We demand the protection of media independence and an end to censorship
and harassment of journalists.

2. Protection of Vulnerable Groups:

e Women’s Rights: We demand strict enforcement of laws against gender-based violence and
discrimination, ensuring women's equal patticipation in all sectors of society, including education,
employment, and politics.

e Child Protection: We call for the strengthening of child protection laws and their strict enforcement
to prevent child labor, abuse, and exploitation, guaranteeing all children access to education and
healthcare.

e Transgender Rights: We demand the full implementation of the Transgender Persons (Protection of
Rights) Act, 2018, ensuring equal access to education, healthcare, employment, and legal protections
for transgender individuals.

e People with disabilities Rights: We demand to ensure full inclusion and equal access to
opportunities for persons with disabilities in education, employment, social services and decision-
making processes
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3. Health and Universal Health Coverage:

e Universal Health Coverage: We demand the expansion of public health services to ensure access to
quality healthcare for all citizens, regardless of socio-economic status. This includes affordable health
schemes and increased investment in healthcare infrastructure.

e Maternal and Child Health: We call for prioritizing maternal and child health services to ensure that
women and children receive adequate care during pregnancy, childbirth, and early childhood.

e Mental Health Services: We demand the integration of mental health services into primary healthcare
and the allocation of necessary resources to address the mental health crisis in Pakistan.

¢ Rehabilitation Services for provision of assistive technology for people with disabilities should be
part of the essential health services. This includes, most commonly used assistive devices such as
wheelchairs, walkers/crutches, eye glasses, prosthetics and orthotics, hearing aids etc.

4. Social Protection and Economic Justice:

¢ Inclusive Social Protection Programs: We demand the expansion of social protection schemes to
cover all vulnerable populations, including women, children, transgender persons, persons with
disabilities, and eldetly citizens. These programs must be transparent, adequately funded, and accessible
to all.

¢ Equitable Economic Policies: We call for the implementation of economic policies that prioritize
the needs of the poor and marginalized, including fair taxation, debt relief, and increased investment
in social services like education, health, housing and employment.

e Living Wages and Labor Rights: We demand the establishment of a minimum living wage that
reflects the cost of living and the enforcement of labor rights, particularly for workers in the informal
sector. We also demand to formalize the status of women agricultural workers, ensuring they receive
fair wages, benefits, and legal protections.

e Disability Disaggregated Data: We demand accurate and comprehensive disability data collection
and reporting in Pakistan's SDG progress tracking, ensuring inclusivity and representation of people
with disabilities.

¢  Meaningful Participation of Youth with Disabilities in Decision-making: We urge government
to enhance representation of young people with disabilities in decision-making platforms such as
National Youth Council, established to provide policy and stakeholder coordination support to
implement various schemes under PMYP.

5. Education and Equity:

e Universal Access to Education: We demand that all children, regardless of gender, socio-economic
status, or location, have access to free, quality education, with a focus on the education of girls, children
with disabilities, and marginalized communities.

e Curriculum Reforms: We call for the revision of educational curricula to include comprehensive
human rights education, critical thinking, and civic responsibility, promoting tolerance, peace, and
democracy.
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6. Strengthening Democracy and Civic Rights:

¢ Electoral Reforms: We demand comprehensive electoral reforms to ensure free, fair, and transparent
elections, with independent oversight and measures to prevent voter suppression.

e Judicial Independence: We call for the protection of judicial independence from political
interference and the establishment of mechanisms to hold accountable those who undermine the

judiciary.

o Digital Rights: We demand the safeguarding of digital freedoms, including online privacy and
security, and an end to internet shutdowns and surveillance that infringe on citizens' rights.

7. Climate Justice and Environmental Sustainability:

e Climate Adaptation and Mitigation: We demand the development and implementation of robust
climate adaptation and mitigation strategies that prioritize the needs of communities most affected by
climate change, such as children, women, older persons and people with disabilities.

¢ Environmental Protection: We call for the strengthening and enforcement of laws for environmental
protection, including measures to prevent deforestation, pollution, and unsustainable land use
practices.

8. Finance for Development and International Cooperation:

¢ Reform of International Financial Institutions: We demand reforms in international financial
institutions to make them more responsive to the needs of developing countries like Pakistan, including
fair debt restructuring and greater support for sustainable development projects.

e Increased Development Aid: We call on developed countries to fulfill their commitments to provide
financial assistance for development projects that align with the SDGs, particularly in health, education,
and climate resilience.

9. Quick and Fair Legal Justice System:

e Legal Reforms: We demand the reform of the legal justice system to ensure swift, fair, and impartial
justice for all, reducing case backlogs, improving access to legal representation, and protecting
individual rights under the law.

10. Accountability and Good Governance:

e Transparent Governance: We call for transparency and accountability in all government operations,
particularly in the management of public funds and resources. Implement strict anti-corruption
measures and promote open government initiatives.

e Civic Participation in Governance: We demand the creation of more avenues for citizen
participation in decision-making processes at all levels of government, including regular consultations
with civil society and grassroots organizations.

Conclusion: This Charter of Demands is a reflection of the collective aspirations of the people of Pakistan for
a just, equitable, and democratic society. We urge the Government of Pakistan, civil society, the international
community, and all relevant stakeholders to take immediate and concrete steps to address these demands,
ensuring that Pakistan moves towards a future where the rights and freedoms of all its citizens are fully
protected and respected.



