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AFRICAN DECLARATION FOR ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND CLIMATE JUSTICE

Preamble

We, the representatives of African civil society, assembled at the Africa GCAP People’s Assembly
on 17 September 2024, affirm our commitment to building Africa’s future, grounded in the values
of justice, inclusivity, and sustainability. In the face of significant economic, social, and
environmental challenges exacerbated by global inequities, we recognize the urgency for
transformative action to address debt distress, economic inequalities, and climate change. This
Declaration is a call to all African leaders, governments, civil society, and global stakeholders to
champion the continent's interests and shape a just and sustainable future for all.

Article 1: Economic Justice
1.1 Debt Cancellation and Fair Financial Systems

We demand the immediate cancellation of unsustainable debts that disproportionately
burden African nations and siphon resources from essential services like healthcare and
education. Furthermore, we call for the transformation of the International Financial
Architecture (IFA), ensuring fairness in the restructuring of debt and the establishment of
transparent, accessible debt workout mechanisms.

1.2 Reform of International Financial Architecture (IFA)

Africa's voice must be amplified in the global financial system. We call for the
democratization of international financial institutions (IFIs), including the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, to ensure equal representation of
African nations in decision-making processes.

1.3 Review of Voting Rights and Representation

We demand a review and redistribution of voting rights in IFls, reflecting the true
economic and social weight of African countries. This should lead to the establishment of
a fair and inclusive governance structure, where the Global South has meaningful
representation and decision-making power.



1.4 Fair Debt Workout Mechanisms

We call for the creation of independent, transparent, and fair debt workout
mechanisms that are not dominated by creditors. These mechanisms must consider the
economic, social, and climate vulnerabilities of African countries and provide pathways
for restructuring or canceling unsustainable debt.

1.5 Reform of Lending Practices:

Current loan practices often impose unfair conditionalities that hinder Africa’s
development. We advocate for an end to punitive loan conditionalities that undermine
national sovereignty and economic development. Instead, financial institutions must
implement lending practices that prioritize human rights, development, and climate
action, ensuring that loans serve the interests of African people.

1.6 Tax Justice and Capital Flight

We demand action against illicit financial flows, including capital flight, tax evasion, and
avoidance by multinational corporations. This includes creating international agreements
that compel corporations to pay taxes fairly in the countries where they operate, halting the
drain of Africa’s resources to the Global North.

1.7 Progressive Taxation and Corporate Accountability

We advocate for taxation systems that fairly distribute the tax burden, ensuring
multinational corporations contribute equitably and preventing tax avoidance. African
resources must serve African interests, with transparent agreements that empower local
communities and strengthen domestic industries.

Article 2. Social Justice
2.1 Inclusive Development for All.
Africa’s future must be inclusive of all marginalized groups, particularly Persons with
Disabilities (PWDs) who face unique barriers in accessing economic, social, and
educational opportunities. We call for policies that recognize and address the needs of all,
leaving no one behind.
2.2 Civic Space and Social Investments.
We demand the protection of civic space across the continent, ensuring that civil society
can operate freely and effectively. We call for increased social investments in healthcare,
education, and technology, with concrete tracking mechanisms to ensure accountability
and effectiveness.

Article 3. Climate Justice
3.1 Climate Finance and Accountability.



The North must honor its commitments to climate finance, providing clear timelines, amounts, and
the nature of funds (grants, not loans) to support Africa’s adaptation and mitigation efforts. We
affirm the principle of Common but Differentiated Responsibilities and demand that developed
countries take responsibility for their historical emissions by providing adequate resources to
developing nations.

3.2 Empowering Local Communities.

Climate action must prioritize local empowerment, ensuring that African communities are at the
forefront of clean energy projects and benefit directly from investments in renewable energy.
African leadership in decentralized renewable energy projects is essential for true climate justice.

Article 4. Global Governance and Africa’s Role
4.1 Reform of Multilateral Systems.

Africa must play a central role in shaping global governance, particularly in the reform of
multilateral institutions. We call for more transparent, inclusive, and accountable global systems
that prioritize the interests of developing nations.

4.2 Pact for the Future.

As we approach the 2024 Summit of the Future, Africa must champion the adoption of a Pact for
the Future that reflects the continent’s aspirations for economic, social, and climate justice. This
pact must include mechanisms to protect African interests, promote sustainable development, and
ensure equitable global resource distribution.

Conclusion

Africa stands united in the pursuit of a just, inclusive, and sustainable future. We call on all
stakeholders to honor their commitments, reform unjust systems, and support Africa’s path
towards economic sovereignty, social equity, and environmental resilience. Together, we will
build an Africa that thrives in its diversity and leads the global call for justice.



