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Civil society is regarded as the third sector, other than the state and the market. The role of civil 
society is uncritically recognized in democratic polity; the corner stone of durable peace and 
sustainable development. The citizenry rights of people are fortified provided that civil society 
operates vibrantly to check and balance the state and the market; monitor whether the basic 
human rights of people have been fulfilled or not; and advocate on behalf of people for equality 
and just society. Thus, it is imperative to promote the operational space for civil society in any 
democracy aspiring to peace and development. 

Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) as Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) are the         
integral part of civil society. Ideally, the emergence of NGOs across the globe is meant for pro-
moting good governance of the state and the market by ensuring transparency, accountability, 
effectiveness, and responsiveness in the works they do. The empirical evidences suggest that 
NGOs have evolved as increasingly important actors instigating positive influence for democ-
ratization of the state. In addition, they have served as the major providers of essential services; 
influential advocates for marginalized groups and knowledgeable advisors on public policy. In 
this sense, NGOs are regarded mainly as the watchdogs of the state, key development partners 
and not merely the supporting hands for the state. 

A host of international legal and policy instruments have recognized the space for CSOs, and 
have also guaranteed their roles in promoting democratic governance. The United Nations 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), a founding UN Charter body established in 1946, 
offers special consultative status of NGOs as CSOs.Article-22 of the UN International Cove-
nant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) envisages guaranteeing the rights to freedom of 
association with others, including the right to form and join trade unions for the protection of 
his or her interests. Similarly, various policy apparatuses and mechanisms such as UN mech-
anisms, Busan Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation, Accra Agenda for Action, 
Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, Open Government Partnership, Addis Ababa Action 
Agenda, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Istanbul Programme of Action for 
the Least Developed Countries among others, have embraced policy provisions for promoting 
CSO enabling environment worldwide.

In the domestic arena, Article 17 (2) of the Constitution of Nepal (2015) has incorporated the 
provision on the right to freedom of opinion and expression, and right to form associations, 
which is in line with the spirit of democratic regime. The Associations Registration Act of 1977 
and the Social Welfare Act of 1992 are two major policy frameworks governing the registration 
and operation of NGOs in the country. There are additional laws and policies namely Local 
Self-Governance Act 1999, the National Directive Act 1961, among others, that are pertinent 
to the operation, regulation and management of CSOs. The 14th National Plan Approach Pa-
per has recognized NGOs/CSOs as essential development partners. 

Despite these policy provisions in place, active role of civil society has been constrained across 
the globe. The civic space in the international arena has shrunk owing to the rise of authori-
tarian regimes that believe on the minimalist role of the civil society. Thus CSOs and non-gov-
ernment sector have to stand for its rightful space for sustainable development and roles to 
create conducive environment. It is also the duty of democratic government to create enabling 
environment for CSOs to play effective roles efficiently. In this changing context let’s Nepalese 
CSOs together work for ensuring the civil society initiatives as a campaign towards expanding 
the role and space of CSOs in the country. 

Let’s make Civic Space for 
Sustainable Development
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Transforming our world:The 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development

This Agenda is a plan of action for peo-
ple, planet and prosperity. It also seeks to 
strengthen universal peace in larger freedom. 
We recognize that eradicating poverty in all 
its forms and dimensions, including extreme 
poverty, is the greatest global challenge and 
an indispensable requirement for sustainable 
development. All countries and all stake-
holders, acting in collaborative partnership, 
will implement this plan. We are resolved 
to free the human race from the tyranny of 
poverty and want and to heal and secure our 
planet. We are determined to take the bold 
and transformative steps which are urgent-
ly needed to shift the world onto a sustain-
able and resilient path. As we embark on this 
collective journey, we pledge that no one 
will be left behind. The 17 Sustainable De-
velopment Goals and 169 targets which we 
are announcing today demonstrate the scale 
and ambition of this new universal Agenda. 
They seek to build on the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals and complete what these did 
not achieve. They seek to realize the human 
rights of all and to achieve gender equali-
ty and the empowerment of all women and 
girls. They are integrated and indivisible and 
balance the three dimensions of sustainable 
development: the economic, social and en-
vironmental.

The goals and targets will stimulate action 
over the next fifteen years in areas of critical 
importance for humanity and the planet:

People
We are determined to end poverty and hun-
ger, in all their forms and dimensions, and to 
ensure that all human beings can fulfil their 
potential in dignity and equality and in a 
healthy environment.

Planet
We are determined to protect the planet from 
degradation, including through sustainable 
consumption and production, sustainably 
managing its natural resources and taking ur-
gent action on climate change, so that it can 
support the needs of the present and future 
generations.

Prosperity
We are determined to ensure that all human 
beings can enjoy prosperous and fulfilling 
lives and that economic, social and techno-
logical progress occurs in harmony with na-
ture.

Peace
We are determined to foster peaceful, just 
and inclusive societies which are free from 
fear and violence. There can be no sustain-
able development without peace and no 
peace without sustainable development.

Partnership
We are determined to mobilize the means 
required to implement this Agenda through 
a revitalized Global Partnership for Sustain-

Mr. Dillu Prasad Ghimire, NFN, Central Committee Member
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able Development, based 
on a spirit of strengthened 
global solidarity, focused 
in particular on the needs 
of the poorest and most 
vulnerable and with the 
participation of all coun-
tries, all stakeholders and 
all people.

The interlink ages and 
integrated nature of the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals are of crucial im-
portance in ensuring that 
the purpose of the new 
Agenda is realized. If 
we realize our ambitions 
across the full extent of 
the Agenda, the lives of 
all will be profoundly im-
proved and our world will 
be transformed for the 
better.

The new Agenda
We are announcing today 
17 Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals with 169 
associated targets which 
are integrated and indi-
visible. Never before have 
had world leaders pledged 

Sustainable Development Goals
Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere
Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nu-

trition and promote sustainable agriculture
Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at 

all ages
Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and 

promote lifelong learning opportunities for all
Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and 

girls
Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of 

water and sanitation for all
Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and 

modern energy for all
Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable eco-

nomic growth, full and productive employment and 
decent work for all

Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and 
sustainable industrialization and foster innovation

Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries
Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, 

resilient and sustainable
Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production pat-

terns
Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its 

impacts*
Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and 

marine resources for sustainable development
Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of 

terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, 
combat desertification, and halt and reverse land 
degradation and halt biodiversity loss

Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustain-
able development, provide access to justice for all and 
build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions 
at all levels

Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revi-
talize the global partnership for sustainable develop-
ment
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common action and endeavor across such a 
broad and universal policy agenda. We are 
setting out together on the path towards sus-
tainable development, devoting ourselves 
collectively to the pursuit of global develop-
ment and of “win-win” cooperation which 
can bring huge gains to all countries and all 
parts of the world. We reaffirm that every 
State has, and shall freely exercise, full per-
manent sovereignty over all its wealth, natu-
ral resources and economic activity. We will 
implement the Agenda for the full benefit of 
all, for today’s generation and for future gen-
erations. In doing so, we reaffirm our com-
mitment to international law and emphasize 
that the Agenda is to be implemented in a 
manner that is consistent with the rights and 
obligations of states under international law.

Multi-Stakeholder Partnership & Volun-
tary Commitments

The achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development and the Sustainable 
Development Goals will require all hands on 
deck. It will require different sectors and ac-
tors working together in an integrated man-
ner by pooling financial resources, knowl-
edge and expertise. In our new development 
era with 17 intertwined Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals and 169 associated targets as 
a blue-print for achieving the sustainable 
Future We Want, cross sectorial and innova-
tive multi-stakeholder partnerships will play 
a crucial role for getting us to where we need 
by the year 2030.

Partnerships for sustainable development are 
multi-stakeholder initiatives voluntarily un-

dertaken by Governments, intergovernmen-
tal organizations, major groups and others 
stakeholders, which efforts are contributing 
to the implementation of inter-governmen-
tally agreed development goals and com-
mitments, as included in Agenda 21, the 
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, the 
Millennium Declaration, the outcome docu-
ment of the United Nations Conference on 
Sustainable Development (Rio+20) entitled 
“The Future We Want”, the Third Interna-
tional Conference on Small island Develop-
ing States, and the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development.

Sustainable Development Goal 17, which 
reads “Strengthen the means of implemen-
tation and revitalize the Global Partnership 
for Sustainable Development”, recognizes 
multi-stakeholder partnerships as important 
vehicles for mobilizing and sharing knowl-
edge, expertise, technologies and financial 
resources to support the achievement of the 
sustainable development goals in all coun-
tries, particularly developing countries. Goal 
17 further seek to encourage and promote ef-
fective public, public-private and civil soci-
ety partnerships, building on the experience 
and resourcing strategies of partnerships.

SDGs Implementation in Nepal
When the world leaders adopted the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development on 
September 25 in the United Nations Summit 
to turn these demands into actions.Having 
achieved most of the targets set by MDGs 
in the last fifteen years, Nepal has already 
embarked on meeting the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals by 2030. Nepal has identified 
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the goals and it is in the process of imple-
mentation of SDGs from This year. National 
Planning Commission and Nepal SDG Fo-
rum behalf of CSO Networking are working 
smoothly.

Despite the prolonged political instability, 
with a dozen of governments coming and 
going in the last two years, MDGs guided 
Nepal’s development. As in the past, Nepal 
is likely to repeat its success in following 
the SDGs, which will guide development for 
the next fifteen years. SDGs offer a chance 
to countries like Nepal to meet the citizen’s 
aspirations for a more peaceful, prosperous, 
and sustainable future. Unlike in MDGs, 
SDGs include 17 Global Goals for develop-
ment and they can also be used in the local 
context.

Sustainable development in the 21st centu-
ry is not something which happens to some-
body else, somewhere else. We all have a 
stake in it -- and every country has work to 
do to progress towards it. With male literacy 
at 75.1 percent, female literacy 42.8 percent, 
life expectancy birth 68.41, GDP per capi-
ta 712 and human development index 145, 
Nepal needs to accelerate its development 
activities.

Fifteen years ago, Nepal’s human indica-
tors were very poor. It did not have money, 
knowledge and technology. There is more 
wealth, more knowledge, and more technol-
ogy at its disposal now than ever before. Ours 
is the last generation which can head off the 
worst effects of climate change, and the first 
generation with the wealth and knowledge to 
eradicate poverty. For this, fearless leader-

ship from us all is needed.If the global com-
munity is collectively prepared to step up to 
the challenge of achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals, then there’s a chance 
of achieving sustainable development – and 
with it better prospects for people and our 
planet.

Despite making progress in MDGs, Nepal 
is still facing poverty, inequality and cli-
mate change. This is likely to be addressed 
by SDGs. The 2030 Agenda comprises 17 
new Global Goals, which will guide policy 
and funding for the next 15 years, beginning 
with a historic pledge to end poverty. The 
concept of the SDGs was born at the Unit-
ed Nations Conference on Sustainable De-
velopment, Rio+20, in 2012. The objective 
was to produce a set of universally applica-
ble goals that balance the three dimensions 
of sustainable development: environmental, 
social, and economic.The Global Goals re-
place the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs), which in September 2000 rallied 
the world around a common 15-year agenda 
to tackle the indignity of poverty. Although 
Nepal has made a tremendous progress in 
many sectors, it has still a long way to go in 
ending hunger, achieving full gender equali-
ty, improving health services and getting ev-
ery child into school.

This new development agenda applies to all 
countries, promotes peaceful and inclusive 
societies, creates better jobs and tackles the 
environmental challenges of our time—par-
ticularly climate change.The world leaders 
are likely to reached a global agreement on 
climate change at the Paris Climate Confer-
ence. The 2030 Agenda guides policy and 
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funding for 15 years beginning with a his-
toric pledge to end poverty. The Summit ad-
opted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment that consists of 17 goals and 169 
targets to be attained by 2030.

Agenda was both universal in scope and 
transformative in nature and manifested our 
collective pledge for the world’s sustain-
able development. Good national policies, 
priorities, capacities and robust global part-
nerships should be in place for realizing the 
Agenda in all its dimensions. First of all, the 
process of formulating and implementing a 
development strategy should be people-cen-
tered and accord policy priority to achieving 
balanced development that encompasses the 
economy, society, and the environment.

In addition, given how the implementation of 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
represents both an investment in our future 
and a driving force for social change, coun-
tries should fully mobilize every resource 
at their disposal to implement them, while 
developing implementation strategies and 
plans that are in accord with their national 
circumstances. The provision of health and 
education services to future generations, in-
cluding girls, is the surest investment to se-
curing a sustainable future.

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) represent a new direction for the 
global community, integrating environmen-
tal sustainability with eliminating pover-
ty and inequality wherever it is found. The 
change agenda crucially now has a strong 
universal theme, meaning that every country 

needs to work towards achieving these goals 
and no-one should be left behind and how 
the SDGs fit within the wider development 
narrative, both in the post-2015 agenda but 
also how the concept of development has 
evolved over the decades.

The work should focus on the intersection 
of climate change, environment and devel-
opment agenda and what that means for the 
INGOs, governments and implementing 
bodies tasked with taking this forward after 
the summit. How will this impact real peo-
ple, especially the poorest and most vulnera-
ble? What are the priorities and concerns for 
Least Developed Countries in this process?
Nepal has already prepared a report about the 
post-2015 Sustainable Development Goals, 
or SDGs. In the making since 2013, two 
years ahead of the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) deadline, the SDGs offer a 
lofty vision of including every last person in 
progress, while simultaneously ensuring that 
the planet is protected. They are being ad-
opted in a complex global context where the 
immediate pressures of various current cri-
ses (economic strains, natural disasters, refu-
gees) compete with long-term challenges (in-
equality, exclusion, ill health, environmental 
destruction). So as world leaders gather this 
Year HLPF in New York to officially pres-
ent the VNR Report of the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Agenda, a few questions come 
to mind. SDGs are a set of 17 goals and 169 
targets.  Numbers aside, they bring togeth-
er the poverty-disparities discourse and the 
environment-climate change discourse, two 
separate strands in global development ne-
gotiations, into an integrated agenda; and 
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they apply to poor and rich countries alike.

This was not easy to achieve, and required 
leaders and lobbies to explicitly confront 
the possible tradeoffs of pursuing econom-
ic growth at the cost of everything else. The 
SDGs articulate a shared vision for the world 
15 years from 2016. 

All assessments of the MDGs point to enor-
mous material progress on average, and a de-
cline in the share of extreme poor people by 
more than half worldwide since the MDGs 
were adopted in 2000. In fact, this progress 
is led by Asia, home to more than half of hu-
manity. However, the MDGs agenda remains 
unfinished, as disparities are evident and se-
rious challenges to people’s quality of life 
persist, while new challenges have emerged.

 NPC finalized the draft of  the new goals and 
targets and indicators in national context. 
However, Our country is  going to finalized 
country indicators on the basis of SDG goal 
and indicators which we can actually moni-
tor this  process,. Although countries around 
the world are celebrating it as a panacea, it’s 
too early to say anything for sure. As in the 
past, the SDGs are just a political commit-
ment, the goals are not legally binding. As 
said by political leaders, social activists and 
development practitioners, they are not easy 
to communicate beyond the development 
crowd. Brief Report on Multistakeholder Di-
alogue Workshop.

NGO Federation of Nepal organized a multis-
takeholder dialogue workshop titled “Man-
aging Non-Government Sector in the Federal 

Set Up” on 1st August 2017, in Kathmandu. 
The workshop facilitated an open discussion 
on the legal and operational challenges being 
encountered by NGOs/CSOs since quite ear-
lier and in the changed context as well so that 
certain consensus could be forged to develop 
and undertake specific action points towards 
building an enabling environment for CSOs 
in the country.  

The workshop was conducted as chaired by 
Mr. Gopal Lamsal, President of NGO Fed-
eration of Nepal. Honorable Asha Koirala 
– Minister for Women, Children and Social 
Welfare attended the event as chief guest. 
There were altogether 100 participants (male 
71, female 28 and LGBTIQ 1) representing 
wider array of stakeholders at national level 
such as different CSOs; networks, coalitions, 
alliances, federations, campaigns, and fo-
rums of CSOs; media, international NGOs, 
lawmakers, bureaucrats, NFN’s advisors, 
NFN’s district chapters (Kathmandu, Lalit-
pur and Bhaktapur), among others, present 
in the event. 

A two and half hour long workshop pro-
vided with ample opportunities to have se-
rious discussions among the stakeholders 
on the problems experienced by CSOs and 
way-forward strategies for protecting and 
expanding civic space in the changed context 
of restructuring of the state. This includes 
an exhaustive list of concerns, issues, chal-
lenges, problems, complaints, comments, 
suggestions and feedback of CSOs, includ-
ing other stakeholders, on the key agenda 
of the workshop that NFN has taken notes 
of and recorded for the purpose of incorpo-
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rating in the national advocacy instruments 
such as position papers, advocacy plan, and 
CSOs related bills etc. The discussion has 
led CSOs to build common understanding 
and consensus on how to plan and strategize 
CSOs movement immediately ahead and in 
the long run for carrying out advocacy inter-
ventions towards ensuring citizenry rights to 
freedom of association, opinions and expres-
sions in the country. 
Some of the action points suggested in the 
workshop were: 
• To form a small task force (core group) to 

draft an alternate social development bill 
or else 

• To generate collective resources for initi-
ating joint campaigns of CSOs

• To have immediate dialogue with senior 
media persons (for e.g. editors, news room 
chiefs, journalists/columnists, and media 
entrepreneurs), and continue to have se-
ries of such dialogues ahead

• To influence parliamentarians to raise the 
issue of civic space favoring CSOs in dif-
ferent thematic committees and in the par-
liament as well.

• To develop a national paper (call for ac-
tion) towards building common position 
of CSOs on the issues and way-forward 
strategies

• To review key laws and acts being draft-
ed by different ministries, and Nepal Law 
Commission, particularly in relation to 
the operation of local level governments, 
and consolidate the findings for further 
advocacy purposes

• To have dialogue with the Finance Min-
istry and Office of the Prime Minister on 

the agenda of foreign aid and its mobili-
zation seeking specific role of CSOs in 
the finance and development policy of the 
Government of Nepal

• To release a rejection statement against 
the Kantipur’s editorial news, including 
other media offenses to NGOs/CSOs

• To organize concerted efforts of lobby, 
advocacy, campaigns, and non-confronta-
tional activities for protecting CSOs space 
in democracy

In the mean time, Ms. Minister opined that 
she was aware of the conflicting relationships 
between CSOs and Government of Nepal. 
CSOs, in one hand, are appreciated for their 
roles in empowering communities and rais-
ing mass awareness; at the same time, they 
are charged of being reckless, and ignoring 
national development priorities envisaged 
by the governments. So, time has come to 
forge effective functional relationships be-
tween CSOs and bureaucracies – she opined. 
Furthermore, she assured that she would suc-
ceed to sort out the issues of conflicts and 
interests and address the demands of CSOs 
during her tenure.

At the end of the programme, Mr. Chair 
– President of NFN reiterated the opera-
tional, policy-related as well as practical 
issues, challenges, and problems faced by 
CSOs/NGOs – all through, as discussed in 
the workshop; and appealed to the Minister 
to act towards addressing CSOs concerns 
during her tenure. 
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Coordination and Courtesy Meeting with 
the Federation of Nepali Journalists

NGO Federation of Nepal (NFN) accom-
plished coordination and courtesy meeting 
with the Federation of Nepali Journalists 
(FNJ) on 4th September 2017, at its office 
premises located at Buddhaagar, Kathman-
du. The bilateral meeting was attended by 
newly elected executives of the FNJ, NFN 
advisors and central executive committee 
members, including some media persons fa-
voring civil society organizations and their 
mission activities. Altogether 30 participants 
(male – 22, female – 8) were present in the 
event. 

NFN organized the meeting with an aim to 
establishing and fostering effective function-
al relationships between CSOs and media as 
part of its campaign for building CSOs en-
abling environment in Nepal. As planned, 
the event was a success in identifying, dis-
cussing and agreeing on the possible areas 
of future collaborations and partnerships be-
tween NFN, and FNJ – the two leading co-
alitions of NGOs and working journalists in 
the country.  

The meeting, despite being conducted in an 
informal manner, was chaired by Mr. Go-
pal Lamsal - NFN President, and moderated 
by Mr. Milan Shrestha - Secretary General 
of the organization. The proceedings of the 
event began with the welcoming remarks 
and highlights on the objectives as delivered 
shortly by the moderator himself. Mean-

while, NFN Chair and Advisors together, by 
wrapping shawls, felicitated the executives 
of the FNJ central committee recently elect-
ed through its 25th Annual General Conven-
tion and wished them the best for their suc-
cessful tenure that will last for 3 consecutive 
years to come.   

Following the felicitation moment, Mr. Sub-
odh Raj Pyakurel – NFN Advisor, and Mr. 
Govinda Acharya – President of the FNJ, 
delivered their key-note remarks. Mr. Pyak-
urel outlined his speech highlighting on 
the protracted situation of tensions among 
CSOs, media and the Government of Nepal, 
and the need to build effective working re-
lationships between CSOs and media in the 
changed political landscape for the sake of 
strengthening and institutionalizing democ-
racy in the country. He opined that the coun-
try was experiencing functional anarchism, 
policy corruptions, and bureaucratic ineffec-
tiveness owing to the excessive hegemony of 
the Executive. “The principle of separation 
of powers has been put into question as the 
Judiciary and Legislative Mechanisms too 
are under the shadow of the Executive. So, 
in such a circumstance, the intent of the Nep-
alese state, for sure, is to harass the CSOs 
first, and the media then, putting them at risk 
to operate freely, as observed in the oppres-
sive political regimes elsewhere globally”, 
he added. On top of this, Mr. Pyakurel called 
for an action to advance collaboration be-



Proaction

11

tween NFN and FNJ, including entire media 
community, towards expanding CSOs space 
in the country in this most critical juncture of 
the historical time-structure. Further, he em-
phasized, it should start from restructuring 
of the Social Welfare Council that is almost 
defunct and repressive to CSOs in contrary 
to its roles and mandates.  

Then, Mr. Govinda Acharya – President of 
the FNJ, opined that the first and foremost 
agenda of his organization was ever to fight 
for democracy. The spirit of democracy and 
the second utmost priority of the FNJ as he 
interpreted included freedom of press, safe-
ty and security of the journalists as well as 
engagement in civic movements. “As I had 
an opportunity to work with the Government 
(as press advisor to the Prime Minister) ear-
lier, I came to know that the political lead-
ers, parliamentarians, and bureaucrats were 
not very much positive to the media and 
CSOs” he said. Yet, he indicatively argued 
that it was partly because of the drawbacks 
of media and CSOs too, that provided breed-
ing ground for building negative public im-
age towards them. Mr. Acharya further said, 
NFN and FNJ being federated organizations 
representing two different sectors, they cer-
tainly had limitations to come to a common 
platform each time, yet there were numerous 
issues and areas of constructive engagement 

between them. On this note, he expressed 
the consensus and appealed to NFN to start 
with and foster a long-term collaborative ap-
proach for building CSOs enabling environ-
ment.  

At the end, Mr. Gopal Lamsal – President of 
NF, as part of his concluding remarks opined 
that there were quite a number of issues and 
areas where NFN and FNJ, including entire 
media community, could work together es-
pecially in the changed political milieu of 
the country. These included joint advocacy, 
lobby and constructive engagement with the 
Government, capacity building of civil soci-
ety organizations, media and local govern-
ment representatives, awareness raising cam-
paigns, cultural campaigns on evil practices, 
planning discussions with local government 
bodies, among many other efforts related de-
velopment, civic rights and campaigns. Mr. 
President highlighted on the need to think on 
how NFN and FNJ could work in collabora-
tion for the longer period of time ahead. 

The meeting was adjourned as the duo orga-
nizations broadly agreed to have persistent 
collaborations in the future. However, it was 
discussed and decided to have similar meet-
ings in near future to discuss on how such 
collaborations would be initiated and pro-
longed. 
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Planning Workshop held on Building CSO 
Enabling Environment in Nepal

On 21 and 22 February 2017, NGO Feder-
ation of Nepal (NFN) convened a two-day 
planning workshop on building CSO enabling 
environment in Nepal at Dhulikhel, Kavre. A 
total of 35 CSO leaders (4 females and males 
31) from a wider group of non-government 
stakeholders such as forums, federations, 
coalitions, networks and alliances, including 
the member organizations of NFN working 
both at national and community level attend-
ed the workshop. Dr. Netra Prasad Timilsina, 
a development expert and former Chair of 
NFN, accompanied by Mr. Milan Dharel, a 
central committee member at NFN facilitat-
ed the sessions during the workshop.    

The event was essentially aimed at assessing 
and analyzing the situation of CSOs opera-
tion in the country vis-à-vis national and in-
ternational legal and policy standards aligned 
with the values of democracy and liberal-

ism. It then, intended to formulate advocacy 
plan and strategies towards broadening civic 
space in the changed political, legal and so-
cio-economic milieus of the country. Over-
all, the idea was to figure out pertinent issues 
and aspects related to CSOs space in demo-
cratic polity; build on common understand-
ing among the stakeholders; and strategize 
civil society movement immediately further 
as well as in the long run. The discussion fol-
lowed a participatory approach – both in the 
groups and open floor discussions. Individu-
al participants contributed to the discussions 
by providing their insights on CSO enabling 
environment based on their knowledge and 
experiences.  

The workshop proceeded in order of the three 
consecutive sessions: opening or start-up 
session, main technical session, and closing 
session. The opening and closing sessions 



Proaction

13

were conducted formally as attended by the 
senior CSO leaders and human rights activ-
ists namely Mr. Charan Prasai, Mr. Gauri 
Pradhan, Mr. Taranath Dahal, and Mr. Sub-
ash Khatiwada. Mr. Gopal Lamsal, Chair of 
NFN, presided over the sessions. The tech-
nical part of the workshop comprised of ses-
sions on (1) situation analysis, (2) stakehold-
ers mapping, and (3) developing advocacy 
action plan for enabling CSO-friendly en-
vironment in Nepal. Each of these sessions 
followed a nuanced discussion on global and 
national scenario regarding CSOs status and 
operation. The immediate outcomes of the 
workshop included the following: 

It was conversed and apprehended that the 
civic space across the globe was shrinking 
in practice in the most recent time despite 
strong legal and policy provisions in place.  
A host of international policy instruments 
such as UDHR, ICCPR, ICESCR, Accra Ac-
tion Agenda, Busan Partnership Document, 
Paris Declaration, Ababa Action Agenda, 
2030 Agenda of Sustainable Development, 
Istanbul Plan of Action, and UN Charter and 
mechanisms have guaranteed a broader space 
for civil society globally. Yet, in practice, the 
role of civil society has been shrunk due to 
sustained economic recessions, religious up-
risings, authoritarianism, and the protracted 
situation of geo-politics.

In the domestic arena, the overall operation-
al environment for civil society was believed 
to be restrictive; particularly, as an effect of 

the latest legal developments including new 
social welfare and development act. The po-
litical, legal, and operational environments 
were considered to be too fragile to promote 
a sustained space for civil society organiza-
tions in line with the spirit of democratic re-
gime. 

The workshop entailed a session on stake-
holders mapping and analysis. A wider 
group of government, non-government and 
private-sector stakeholders as well as sup-
port organizations have been identified for 
initiating partnership and collaboration for 
enabling civil society environment. A draft 
advocacy plan has also been formulated. 

A five-member working group has been 
formed in the lead of NFN Senior Vice-Pres-
ident Mr. Krishna Gautam. The other mem-
bers in the team include Ms. Shanta Laxmi 
Shreshtha, Ms. Tika Dahal, Mr. Pranav Bhat-
tarai, and Mr. Sanjeev Ghimire. The working 
group will have organized regular meetings, 
build on advocacy plan and take moves ahead 
towards widening the operational space for 
civil society in the country. 

The workshop concluded with a mission to 
initiate a campaign for expanding civil soci-
ety space in the country; in coordination and 
collaboration with a wider group of stake-
holders; so as to check and balance the state 
governance and ultimately serve the interest 
of people.   
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Pre-Consultation Meeting on 
NGO/CSO Roadmap

NGO Federation of Nepal (NFN) has accom-
plished a pre-consultation meeting on NGO/
CSO roadmap, to be adopted in the changed 
political landscape following aftermath of lo-
cal-level restructuring of the state. The meet-
ing took place on 31 March 2017, at Aryal 
International Hotel, located in Kathmandu. 

The purpose of the meeting was to review 
and discuss on the prevailing legal and oper-
ational contexts for NGOs/CSOs in the coun-
try; and to identify issues and way-forward 
strategies towards fostering NGOs/CSOs 
working environment, taking into account 
the emergence of powerful local-level gover-
nance mechanism. Overall, it aimed at con-
tributing to building NGOs/CSOs enabling 
environment for promoting and sustaining 

democratic governance in the country. 

Accordingly, the agenda(s) discussed in the 
meeting included: 
• Sharing review of Social Welfare and De-

velopment Bill
• Pre-consultation on NGO/CSO Roadmap
• Discussion on Advocacy Plan on CSO 

Enabling Environment

Mr. Hari Phuyal, Ex-Attorney General of 
Nepal, as an independent consultant, facili-
tated the session on sharing review of Social 
Welfare and Development Bill from legal 
standpoints. Similarly, Mr. Gauri Pradhan, 
Ex-Commissioner of National Human Rights 
Commission, and Ex-President of NFN, fa-
cilitated the succeeding session on NGO/
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CSO roadmap that encompassed issues per-
taining to NGOs/CSOs operation beyond le-
gal context. Prominent NGOs/CSOs leaders 
(27 persons, male 23, female 4) representing 
different spectrum of civil society, attended 
the meeting and discussed on the pertinent 
issues affecting NGOs/CSOs, and their oper-
ation in the country.  

The proceedings of the meeting followed 
informal discussion as chaired by NFN’s 
National President Mr. Gopal Lamsal. Mr. 
President briefly highlighted on the existing 
contexts – changed scenario of local-level re-
structuring; restructuring of national minis-
tries; NGOs/CSOs demand for the establish-
ment of Social Development Ministry, and 
the need to develop a roadmap that would 
envision guiding NGOs/CSOs to work to-
gether for better results.   

On this backdrop, and following the presen-
tations by the facilitators, the participating 
NGOs/CSOs leaders put forth their views, 
in turn, suggesting how NGOs/CSOs move-
ment could be fortified; what needs to be 
done to expand the NGOs/CSOs space; and 
how NGOs/CSOs could be more effective in 
rendering their services through collaborated 
approach, among others. The key points of 
discussion throughout the meeting included 
the following:   

• NGOs/CSOs should be categorized ac-
cording to the nature of works they do. 
Accordingly, there should be separate 
laws governing registration, operation, 
mobilization and facilitation of NGOs/
CSOs, giving their distinct identity and 

affiliation status. 
• An intensive research should be carried 

out to explore what particular kinds of 
laws governing NGOs/CSOs exist in 
Nepal; and how such laws should be re-
viewed and amended to facilitate the op-
eration of NGOs/CSOs once their distinct 
categories are identified. 

• Such a research should ground on nation-
al needs and priorities; the spirit of the 
constitution; international standards; and 
universal norms and values with regards 
to creating an enabling environment for 
NGOs/CSOs. Consultation with wider 
groups of stakeholders is needed in due 
course of the research.   

• Social Welfare Council should be estab-
lished as an independent and autonomous 
body. It should not function as an admin-
istrative and semi-judicial entity. 

• There should be separate Budget Act in 
the country. Otherwise, there are chances 
for controlling NGOs/CSOs through bud-
get revisions by the government. 

• We need Social Development Act, not 
Social Welfare Act. 

• The draft Social Welfare and Devel-
opment Bill is full of lacunas in many 
ways. These drawbacks should be duly 
improved. In addition, provisions in line 
with the international standards and the 
spirit of the constitution should be incor-
porated. 

• The existing Social Welfare and Devel-
opment Bill contradicts with many other 
existing laws and policies. 

• Social Welfare Council should be com-
pletely restructured as it is the legacy of 
the autocratic Panchayat regime at pres-
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ent.
• The government can regulate NGOs/IN-

GOs who receive direct foreign funding, 
by endorsing a separate code of conduct. 

• There should be separate regulatory 
mechanisms for NGOs and INGOs. The 
Ministry of Finance should regulate IN-
GOs directly. 

• There should be federal laws introduced 
for NGOs/CSOs. Otherwise, the provin-
cial and local governments may bring 
new laws governing NGOs/CSOs that 
might be even more problematic. 

• There is need of endorsing a separate pri-
vate bill. The government bills and mere 
amendment of Social Development Act 
would not be sufficient enough for build-
ing CSOs-friendly environment in the 
country. 

• It is sarcastically interesting that NGOs 
are registered under Associations Reg-
istration Act, whereas the Federation of 
NGOs has been registered under National 
Directive Act.  

• One of the new avenues for sustainabil-
ity of NGOs/CSOs would be to receive 
funding from the corporate sector. Unfor-
tunately, the corporate entrepreneurs have 
opened up their own NGOs.

• Let’s think more on the need to develop a 
private bill; or alternatively, to develop a 
bottom-line of the civil society. We may 
develop and register a private bill, but it is 
likely to be discarded and may take even 
years for endorsement.  

• One way of categorization of NGOs/
CSOs can be on the basis of funding. The 

next can be on the basis of thematic crite-
ria. 

• The non-government sector should en-
gage in dialogue and discussion on the 
foreign aid policy. Without influencing 
the foreign aid policy, we cannot ensure 
space for NGOs/CSOs just by reforming 
SWC’s acts.     

The meeting remained really insightful in the 
sense that it provided with an opportunity 
to listen to and record diverse and differing 
viewpoints of the participants. All these per-
ceptions need to be scrutinized and aligned 
to build a unanimous voice of NGOs/CSOs, 
with regards to building an enabling opera-
tional environment for the entire civil soci-
ety. 

In addition, the meeting has decided to form 
a high-level professional team of the NGOs/
CSOs leaders for the purpose of drafting a 
concept paper on NGO/CSO roadmap in the 
changed context. It was agreed to look at 
both pros and cons of the existing situations 
and review the role of NGOs/CSOs critically 
taking into account the geo-political situa-
tion of the country. The concept paper, once 
drafted, will be shared among wider groups 
of stakeholders, including government offi-
cials and political parties, at district and na-
tional level as part of the consultation. Once 
inputs and feedback are received through 
consultations at layers of the state structure, 
this NGO/CSO roadmap will be finalized in 
the lead of NGO Federation, as backed up by 
CS:MAP coalition partners and other CSOs. 
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District Level Orientation on SDGs 
at Siraha District

NGO Federation of Nepal, in collaboration 
with Water Aid had conducted orientation 
program on SDGs at Siraha District in 16th 
October 2017. 

The Orientation program was designed as 
per the necessity and importance of SDGs 
for the local development regarding the lo-
cal issues and resources. Mayors, deputy 
Mayors of municipalities Chairpersons and 
Vice Chairpersons of rural municipalities 
and Chairpersons and members from ward 
committees were oriented on localization 
of SDGs. From the entire district, 17 local 
units participated during the program. This 
program was held just after the completion 
of 3rd phase election and newly elected local 
level leaders were actively participated in the 
full session with enth usiasm.

The first Session was held as an introduction 
session. Every participants from different lo-
cal units had actively introduced themselves. 

The session was led by the Chief District 
Officer of Siraha District Mr. Shree Krishna 
Shrestha.  Likewise, all the participants were 
shortly introduced themselves. This session 
was performed by District committee Chair-
person of NGO Federation of Nepal Mr. 
Govinda Bista. He highlighted the objectives 
and the key points about SDGs orientation 
and why it is important for local level. He 
has minutely described the role and impor-
tance of issues based activities related to the 
local Government. He also mentioned the 
key roles of local leaders to proper imple-
mentation of SDGs in Siraha District. Dif-
ferent perspectives and dimensions of SDGs 
have been also interpreted by him during his 
speech. 

The Central Committee member of NGO 
Federation of Nepal Mr. Dillu Prasad Ghi-
mire has presented the slides on SDGs and its 
localization. He has given the presentation as 
a resource person from Central level. He in-
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troduced the SDGs and its all Goals, targets, 
indicators based on Nepalese context and its 
implication in local level. He gradually came 
over to the point that how the local resource 
should be mobilized for the local develop-
ment using the local skills and manpower. 
He also intensively pointed out the role and 
responsibility of newly elected leaders on 
SDGs implementation and its connectivity 
with the local people. Mr. Ghimire also cited 
the various aspects of SDGs and its value in 
worldwide talking about its attachment with 
local community. He also urged to the civil 
society organizations to stay alert for proper 
implementation of SDGs in their community 
by utilizing their own local resources might 
be appropriate or not. He has also interpreted 
the index and updated data of human devel-
opment report based on National Planning 
Commission. He has also shared the efforts, 
activities and campaigns conducted by the 
Nepal Government and Nepal SDGs Forum 
on behalf of Nepalese Civil Society Organi-
zations. During his presentation, he had also 
stated about the latest allocated budget for 
local government especially for Siraha Dis-
trict concerning their view and its potential 
utilization by the local government. The Na-

tional Voluntary Review report of NPC also 
been redefined during the session. Finally, 
he has clearly provided the tips to the local 
leaders how to address the issues of SDGs 
pertaining to the local needs and also open-
ly shown the incoming challenges beside the 
opportunities. 

During the discussion Session; most of the 
participants from the newly elected candi-
dates had put their different views, experi-
ences and queries based on the presentation. 
They all were internalized the issues of de-
velopment that must be needed in local en-
hancement. Most of the participants exposed 
their inquisitiveness about SDGs and its im-
plementation process. They all are shown 
their keen interest to be accepted thematic is-
sues of SDGs as their own way and prepared 
themselves to work together with develop-
ment sectors for the collaborative approach 
of implementation of SDGs. On behalf of 
the all participated Mayors, Dhangadhi Mu-
nicipality Mayor Mr. Hari Narayan Chaud-
hary has delivered his speech. He assured 
that his team is ready to work together with 
the Civil Society Organizations and NGOs 
in the local level for the implementation of 
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SDGs. He has also expressed his attention 
on sustainable and productive development. 
He also committed among all the local lead-
ers that for the prosperous development of 
whole entire district, they will be ready to 
collaborate each other as an inter-municipal-
ity collaborative approach. In the same way, 
the deputy Mayor of the Lahan Municipality, 
Ms. Sariyar Chaudhary has toughly deliv-
ered her speech that women solidarity will 
be most powerful tool for the implementa-
tion of SDGs in the local Level. For the same 
purpose she has committed that her role and 
responsibility will be more participatory and 
effective for the localization of SDGs. She 
also expressed her confidence on so many 
positive and creative things of changing her 
community. Particularly, she focused the 
challenges and problems of women related 
issues and committed to fulfillment them via 
SDGs. 

The closing remarks have been given by the 
Chief District Officer (CDO) and Local De-
velopment Officer (LDO). Chief District Of-
ficer Mr. Shree Krishna Shrestha concluded 
his remarks by giving the thanks to all newly 

elected local level leaders. He proposed them 
to fulfill the dreams and genuine interests of 
the people as soon as possible. He also said 
that he is feeling stress-free after the fulfill-
ment of local units and his responsibility 
seems easier than before. Being a Chief Dis-
trict Officer, he has many roles and respon-
sibilities on his head but after the restoration 
of local units, he said that he is feeling more 
comfortable to work with the people. At the 
end of the program, the chairperson of en-
tire program and local Development Officer 
Mr. Suresh Raut informed about the services 
and beneficiaries about local units represen-
tatives respectively. He also assured them 
to provide support from the secretariat im-
mediately to kick off the development tasks 
as per necessary. He was also expressed his 
hopefulness to solve the problems in local 
level by newly elected people’s representa-
tives will be able to handle any kind of chal-
lenges which occurs in the future. Mr. Arun 
Shah, Chief of Social Development Section 
has played a role of Master of Ceremony and 
Mr. Anil Upadhayay, facilitator from NGO 
Federation of Nepal also assist the whole 
sessions.  
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Municipal Level Orientation on SDGs 
at Goalbazar, Siraha

NGO Federation of Nepal in collaboration 
with Water Aid has been jointly organized an 
orientation program at Goalbazar Municipal-
ity, Siraha District on 16th October 2017. 

The Municipality level Orientation program 
was designed as per the necessity and impor-
tance of SDGs in the local development to 
localize the issues of Sustainable develop-
ment Goals. Mayors, Deputy Mayors, Ward 
Chairpersons and members had actively 
participated in the program. The beginning 
session was held as an introduction session. 
It was conducted by Mr. Bhairav Gelal, 
Secretary of NFN District Chapter Siraha. 
Every participants from different organiza-
tions briefly introduced themselves during 
this session.This role was performed by the 
vice-chairperson of NFN District Committee 
Mr. Nab Raj Lama. He highlighted the ob-

jectives and notion of the program. Mr. Lama 
also briefed the importance of the orientation 
program basically for the representatives of 
local units. He has minutely described the 
role and responsibility of local units and peo-
ple representatives too.

The Central Committee member of NGO 
Federation of Nepal Mr. Dillu Prasad Ghi-
mire and Umesh Bishowkarma one by one 
given the presentation on the different di-
mensions of proper implementation of SDGs 
in local level. Mr. Ghimire was focused his 
presentation on overall concept of SDGs and 
its essence in the local level. He has present-
ed the contents as per the perception level 
of participants. He also introduced the new 
modality concept of development giving the 
references of Nepal Government especially 
based on National Planning Commission’s 
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latest strategies. Likewise, Mr. Umesh Bi-
showkarma, Central Committee member of 
NFN interpreted the national level issues in 
the context of local level. He has delivered 
the key points that how the local resources 
will be converted as potential indicators of 
development. He also point out the local 
resources in the local level to improve the 
community based development approach 
through the equal involvement of all margin-
alized people. The serious concerns raised 
between the session by the representatives 
of local units that how the SDGs should be 
localized and make it understandable for all 
level of people. Those different perceptions 
and queries were addressed by the both re-
source persons at the end of the presentation 
session.    
              
In the closing session of the orientation, 
especially representatives from Goalbazar 
Municipality, Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Ward 
Chairpersons and members shared their own 
view, experiences, plans, confusions and 
queries in front of resource persons.  Dev 
Nath Shah, Mayor of the Goalbazar Munic-
ipality shown his interest as well as curios-
ity on SDGs and expressed the inner thirst 
to develop his community. He also put the 
quires that, Can SDGs really change the liv-
ing style and quality of life of marginalized 
peoples?  If it will be implemented proper-
ly? Also he did the commitment for coming 
days on his direct involvement on SDGs to 
the real implementation as per the need of 
local peoples. He also committed on that, 
being a newly elected Local unit’s Chief he 
has the so many development mandates giv-

en by the people that he want to fulfill within 
the deadline. He tried to make assured all the 
representatives of local units and the local 
participants in the program that having the 
tie up with SDGs Forum in the district, his 
newly elected team will be prioritized the 
things as per the local people needs so that 
they will speedily receive the achievement 
as per their pre- planned. Similarly, Deputy 
Mayor Ms. Roshan Kumari Thapa focused 
to the women empowerment during her 
speech. She pledged that based on the theme 
of the SDGs her attention will be more fo-
cused on the issues of rural women and their 
basic needs what they are facing day to day. 
She also conveyed her plan and vision in the 
mass for the improvement of the daily life of 
uneducated, marginalized and single women 
will be given first priority. 

The orientation program was wrapped up 
with small formal program and it was con-
ducted by the NFN District Committee Sec-
retary Mr. Bhairav Gelal. At the end of the 
program Mr. Dillu Prasad Ghimire, Central 
Committee Member and the resource per-
son of the program addressed all the quires, 
confusions and expectations raised from the 
floor. Likewise the Chairperson of the pro-
gram Mr. Govinda Bista has given his con-
cluding remarks with equally addressing the 
common interests of municipality represen-
tatives and other participants. He has also 
given vote of thanks to all the participants 
and resource persons too.  Representatives of 
Goalbazar and representatives from different 
organizations there, 50 persons actively par-
ticipated in the program. 
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Online Banking

1. Background
In today’s busy world, everyone  wants to fin-
ish their important assignments at the earliest 
so that, they can start new one or have some 
free time. Unfortunately, there are many jobs 
that can never be avoided. Moreover, some 
tasks including the financial responsibilities 
are harder to delegate to other persons. For 
an example: A huge pile of cheques to be 
signed, verified and deposited into bank ac-
counts of different parties maintained at dif-
ferent banks is a daily irritation for almost all 
of us who are in Account/Finance section. Be 
a person from finance background or not, we 
are always in connection with some financial 
transactions that involve a hectic procedure 
of getting monies even after the payable/ 
reimbursements are approved. When we go 
to the Finance Section, we get answers like 

cheques are drawn and they are in the wait-
ing line for signs from the signatories.

To avoid such difficulties, Online Bank-
ing was introduced in early 1980’s. A few 
services by some of American banks were 
provided to their customers online. Howev-
er, due to lack of Smartphones and internet 
friendly customers, the services could barely 
reach the break even point and most of the 
services were not functional at that time.

2. Definition
Online Banking is a system handled by a 
financial service provider (viz Banks and 
other Financial Institutions) to enable their 
customers to get the services provided via 
the Internet, Email or other types of User In-
terface. It is also known as Internet Banking, 

Mr. Bheshraj Devkota, NFN Center, Admin & Finance Officer
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Virtual Banking & e-Banking. It is useful for 
customers who don’t want to spend much 
time waiting in the queue of banks for their 
daily transactions.

Since these services can be executed via a 
remote online user interface, the time con-
sumed for travelling & waiting in the queue 
is reduced to a great extent allowing the cus-
tomers to grow their efficiency in work and 
also reduces the workload and saves time of 
the employees in the financial institution.

Such interface  is embedded in a secure web-
site and hosted at trustworthy server main-
tained by the bank or an authorized third par-
ty. The communication between the Client 
are Servers are encrypted so that the misuse 
of the information is checked. The bank is 
liable for the security of the system provided 
by them. However, any losses arisen to the 
customers due to the  negligence of custom-
ers such as sharing of password or devices to 
unauthorized person are not reimbursed by 
the banks.

3. Safety Measures
The Service Providers use firewall systems 
and software for the detection of intrusion to 
restrict the unauthorized access to their sys-
tem. Other common safety measures taken 
by the service providers are :

• Training to employees for the Aware-
ness in security;

• Strong Authentication Controls abid-
ing the guidance provided by the Cen-
tral Bank;

• Encryption of Communication to and 

from the Servers to avoid the intrusion;
• National & International Guidelines 

regarding the security of banking & fi-
nancial communication are abided;

• The Website should be completely 
hosted over HTTPs without leaving 
any part to be loaded over HTTP for 
the security against unauthorized Sur-
veillance, Tracking &  other kinds of 
misuse of data.

4. Some Common Services Offered
The list of services that are commonly of-
fered are:

1. Transfer funds to other accounts,
2. Payee management - add the payee 

details for future use,
3. Bill payments - utility payments & 

purchases,
4. Recharge - recharge your mobile 

phone without scratching the cards,
5. Transaction status - status of your re-

cent transactions,
6. View statements - detailed or short 

bank statement when you need,
7. Handling demat accounts,
8. Invest online at different platforms,
9. Insure online - pay your premium on-

line,
10. Link your accounts - link to different 

accounts for your ease,
11. Manage credit cards - manage & pay 

your credit card,
12. Manage loan accounts - handle your 

loan accounts via online interface,
13. Service requests - request for bank 

statements, debit/credit cards and get 
notified when they are ready.
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5.  Advantages
Some of the advantages of online banking 
are listed below:

A. Convenience
You don’t need to run or take a taxi to pay 
or get paid, your transactions are just a few 
clicks away from you. They are available 
24/7, no holidays or off hours for the ser-
vices. Customer Support Services are also 
generally provided 24/7.

B. Better Rates
Banks incur huge infrastructure & overhead 
costs for the manual banking system. As it 
costs lesser to them, they provide customers 
better rates while using online banking sys-
tems.

C. Easier to Update & Maintain Accounts
As you can always access & request your 
bank to update your information, it is far eas-
ier and less time-consuming.

D. Mobility
You can always check your account balance 
from wherever you are if you have an inter-
net connection. No worries for your schedule 
of trips. You can do the banking jobs while 
you are having  five minutes break in be-
tween a seminar.

E. Easy to use Interface
Due to increasing competition, the banks 
are now focusing on user friendly  interface 
where you can use the banking services like 
using your favorite social media websites.

F. Trail of Transactions
One of the benefits of online banking is the 

detailed trail of your transactions are always 
Available.

G. Environment Friendly
You can avoid the use of excessive papers & 
fuel used for travelling to and from the banks 
by using the online banking system.

6. Limitations
Everything has its own pros and cons. On-
line Banking also has some limitations:

• Lack of familiarity in Information 
Technology

 Not all people are familiar with the 
Information Technology, some people 
still hesitate to use smartphone or com-
puters for their financial needs rather 
prefer standing in long queues. Many 
of such people do not only hesitate to 
use the online services but also believe 
that they are pretty much vulnerable to 
theft, phishing and intrusions.

• Bank Relationship
 There can be a few advantages that are 

given only to the customers having a 
keen relationship with the staffs/man-
agers. More favorable terms & condi-
tions in loan agreement & some kind 
of flexibility in other transactions are 
possible when you are a regular cus-
tomer of  traditional banking.

However, if most of the transactions are  
done via online banking lesser pressure are 
seen at counters, it would be easier for you 
to get relationship with the staffs / managers 
even after fewer visits.

• Security
 Although banks give their utmost pri-
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ority to abide the terms and conditions 
imposed by the central banks and for 
the safety & security of the data han-
dled by them, there is always a chance 
of intrusion or phishing. However, loss 
due such intrusion/phishing won’t af-
fect the deposit made by the deposi-
tors.

7. Precautions
• Maintaining up-to-date securities in-

cluding anti spywares, antivirus, fire-
wall & anti- phishing are mandatory;

• Operating system and softwares used 
should be set on to ‘automatic update’,

• While accessing information over an 
unsecured public network, always be 
suspicious about emails or messages 
from unknown addresses,

• Never share your password anywhere 
you have suspicion,

• Be aware of emails or messages or pop 
ups that require your personal informa-

tion,
• Never share login address or password 

via emails or messages. No authorized 
parties ask you such information via 
emails or messages.

8. Future Perspectives
At earlier days, many streets of developed 
nations were having telephone booths with 
facility to call your family members or oth-
er persons when you are traveling. After the 
overwhelming integration of mobile phones 
into our daily lives, most of them have disap-
peared from the streets, some of them being 
transformed into public hotspot. Likewise, 
the bank in future shall be somehow modi-
fied than currently is. The number of count-
ers in banks for the deposit and withdrawal 
of cash shall be almost zero in near future.

Let’s hope, the banking in future shall be to-
tally free from queues, complete with a few 
clicks and highly secure.
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NGO Federation of Nepal Convened 23rd 
Annual General Meeting and 

National Civil Society Conference 2017

NGO Federation of Nepal (NFN), a common 
platform of civil society organizations active-
ly working in the forefront towards promot-
ing advocacy, social mobilization, citizens’ 
empowerment and civic participation for so-
cio-economic transformation, development 
and national unity, has accomplished its 23rd 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) alongside 
the National Civil Society Conference 2017 
on 7-8 November 2017, in Kathmandu.

Conference starts with the inauguration 
opening ceremony. Mr. Kalyan Shrestha, for-
mer Chief Justice of Supreme Court of Nepal 
presided as a chief guest of the Conference. 
NFN district chapters, NFN CSOs member 
from all over countries, federations, allianc-
es, networks, INGOs, embassies including 
government officers and prominent leaders 
of civil society movements and human rights 
campaigns in Nepal, attended the AGM and 
Conference. 

Mr. Krishna Gautam, Senior Vice President 

of NGO Federation of Nepal gave welcome 
speech in the inaugural ses-
sion. His speech covered 
some insights in washing 
away social evils through 
NGOs’ initiatives and ex-
pressed his commitment 
to do the same in com-
ing days. He stated that 

strengthening democracy is a major chal-
lenge for NGOs and will strive for it with 
suitable expediencies. NGOs advocated for 
an act on disaster management, many NGOs 
are working in disaster prone areas and simi-
larly NGOs are aiding for sustainable devel-
opment. Despite huge contribution of NGOs, 
problems are still prevailing due to policies 
not being NGO- friendly.

Former Chief Justice of Supreme Court of 
Nepal, Mr. Kalyan Shrestha opined that be-
littling NGOs’ role in democratic campaign 
in Nepal amounts injustice to overall demo-
cratic activism. NGOs must act as tripod for 
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citizens and lobby on behalf of citizens, he 
added. Expressing his dismay over the un-
pleasant political culture despite long dem-
ocratic transition and upheavals in Nepal, he 
expected the Civil Conference shall be a bet-
ter start for the job. Mr. Shrestha, concluded 
his speech with appeal that NGOs should not 
align with any political party rather work for 
the best interests of people and country. 

President of NGO Federation of Nepal, Mr. 
Gopal Lamsal emphasized that the civil so-
ciety should have representation at Social 
Welfare Council. The Social Welfare Coun-
cil needs to be restructured and established 
at every province. He advised that the ar-
rangements to be made so that central Social 
Welfare Council shall administer National 
and international NGOs and provincial So-
cial Welfare Council to monitor NGOs. The 
absence of local government due to political 
transition led proliferation of NGOs’ number 
and there’s been lack of harmonization be-
tween the newly formed local governments. 
Despite the formation of local bodies, gov-
ernment should not undermine the NGOs. 
Mr. Lamsal noted that the NGO Federation 
of Nepal is whole-heartedly set to co-operate 
every level of governments and its mecha-
nisms.

Speaking at the ceremony, Mr. Nilmani Baral, 

vice-chairman of Social 
Welfare Council noted that 
the issues in the AGM have 
been reiterated as it were 
in the former. He stated 
that efficacy of coordina-
tion between Council and 

Federation is a must to work in ground-level 
and accepted the fact partly that the Council 
has not been able to function with full effica-
ciousness due to change in government.

Former President and 
Advisor of NGO Federa-
tion of Nepal, Mr. Gauri 
Pradhan urged that NGOs 
must play pivotal role in 
strengthening federal Ne-
pal. Remembering the im-
portant involvements of Federation in every 
post 1990 political movements, he stressed 
that NGOs should continuously strive for 
solving issues related with social, political, 
economic, cultural, gender, etc. Glossing the 
Civil Conference is a campaign for circum-
spection and collaboration, he added that 
role of civil society is decisive in matters 
pertaining to national prosperity.

Acting President of Federation of Nepali 
Journalists Mr. Bipul Pokhrel said that the 
federation is gleefully ready to cooper-
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ate with the NFN. He 
claimed that NGOs have 
been a major stakehold-
er of development and 
impending programs 
should be maintained as 
per necessity and peo-
ple’s aspirations. 

NGO Federation Nepal’s 
advisor Mr. Kapil Shres-
tha stated that NGOs is 
a dignified organization 
having its members from 
different sections and 
classes. Aama Samuha 
was only social organiza-
tion during Panchayat while other organiza-
tions were confined merely in a bag and were 
covert in nature and hitherto this situation has 
drastically changed. This is indeed a matter 
of achievement. Mr. Shrestha suggested ev-
ery NGO worker must work in fostering na-
tional development and implementing new 
constitution.

Representing an INGO, 
Chairperson of AIN, Mr. 
Shibesh Chandra Regmi 
said a total of 38 Arab 
rupees via INGO has en-
tered Nepal in this cur-
rent Fiscal Year. Some 
INGOs are set to return from Nepal due to 
lack of favorable working conditions which 
deems a loss to Nepal. He praised the work 
of NGOs during internal armed conflict; 
while citizens from each corner could not 
access benefits from government, NGOs 
played role of guardianship and worked ef-

fectively. He was concerned on the issue that 
the INGOs and NGOs have been defied in 
formation of Social Act which is supposed to 
foster developmental endeavors.

Chief Information Com-
missioner of National 
Information Commis-
sion, Mr. Krishna Hari 
Baskota, stressed on the 
importance of Right to 
Information (RTI) un-
der ICCPR and current 

constitution. He further opined for effective 
implementation of RTI, it is necessary to 
provide knowledge regarding RTI to local 
level and asked the NGO activists to work 
on the same. He further claimed that infor-
mation rendered by NGOs to local level has 
been significant strengthening democracy 
and enhancing development. 

A Prominent Women Ac-
tivist, Ms. Renu Adhikari 
said that it is the duty of 
NGO workers under NFN 
to work for the betterment 
of people and eliminate 
conflicts. She stated that 
NGOs must act as a foundation of social 
change. She expressed her discontentment 
with the government’s attempt to ban nation-
al NGOs.
Some speakers on the program were critical 
about the role of NGOs. Criticisms included; 
NGOs not being specialized for particular is-
sues, projects formulated on the vested inter-
ests of donors, weakened NGO movements 
due to parallel federation, etc. Suggestions 
included classification of social institutions 
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be made to achieve sustainable goals and one 
door policy be maintained by government. 

In the inauguration session the best NGOs 
of seven provinces were also honored. The 
best working districts awarded in ceremo-
ny were; Sunsari district from province 1, 
Mahottari district from province 2, Lalitpur 
district from province 3, Parbat district from 
province 4, Rolpa district from province 5, 
Surkhet district from province 6 and Doti 
district from province 7.

Alone with inauguration ceremony, Blood 
Donation program was also conducted. The 
opening of blood donation program was 
done NFN President Mr. Gopal Lamsal, 
alone with him 35 people donated the blood. 

After the inauguration of the program, three 
parallel thematic sessions were organized. 
The sessions were: i) Ensuring Access to 
WASH for Sustainable Development (Goal 
6), ii) Sustainable Development Goal 16 
(Peace Justice and Strong Institution) and 
iii) Dialogue on Enabling CSOs in Changing 
Political Context.

The Thematic Sessions (in brief)
Session 1: Ensuring Access to WASH for 
Sustainable Development (Goal 6), moder-
ation of this session was done by Mr. Shan-
talal Mulmi, Advisor and Founding member 
of NFN. The main speaker of the session 
were Mr. Bhupendra Aryal, Executive Di-
rector of Rural Water Supply and Sanitation 
Fund Development Board, Ms. Tripti Rai, 
National Director of Water Aid Nepal, Mr. 
Uddhab Bhattarai, WASH Progaram Man-
ager of Lumanti Nepal, Mr. Rajendra Aryal, 
President of Federation of Drinking Water 
and Sanitation Users of Nepal and Mr. Anil 
Bhadra Khanal, Joint-Secretary of Ministry 
of Water Supply and Sanitation. Several di-
mensions of the current situation, policy sta-
tus and future needs were assessed in the ses-
sion. The roles and responsibilities of donor 
agencies, government of Nepal, CSOs and 
other stakeholders were analyzed and the 
session emphasized on “capacity building” 
and “collectivity” on working modalities. 
The session ends with the suggestions like; 
the issue of climate change and natural haz-
ards must be tackled, exploitation of water 
resources and wetlands must be checked and 
natural environment should be preserved, 
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evil market forces needs to be scrutinized 
by state and coordination of CSOs with lo-
cal government is a must in dealing with the 
issue.

Session 2: Challenges on effective imple-
mentation of Sustainable Development Goal 
16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institution) 
with solutions, Mr. Ram Prasad Subedi of 
NFN facilitated the session on the chaired 
of Ms. Sarmila Karki, former president of 
NFN. The main speakers of the session were 
Ms. Sumnima Tuladhar, Director of CWIN 
Nepal, Mr. Ram Dayal Rakesh, Vice- Chair-
person of Transparency International Nepal, 
Advocate Mr. Rabin Subedi, Mr. Krishnaha-
ri Baskota, Chief Information Commissioner 
of National Information Commission (NIC) 

and Dr. Hari Sharma, Director of Alliance 
for Social Dialogue.  The main focus of this 
session was peace, stability, human rights 
and effective governance, based on rule of 
law which is important conduits for sustain-
able development. Current challenges of Ne-
pal are political instability and the structural 
changes in the province level. Now focus 
should be on the division of responsibility 
and effective implementation of national de-
velopment plan. The session also focused on 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
aims like; significantly reduce all forms of 
violence, and work with governments and 
communities to find lasting solutions to con-
flict and insecurity. The session come up with 
the point that if we want to achieve SDG 16  
we should work on strengthening the rule of 
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law and promoting human rights, reducing 
the flow of illicit arms and strengthening the 
institutions of global (global and local) gov-
ernance.

Session 3: Dialogue on Enabling CSOs 
in Changing Political Context, Ms. Bish-
nu Thakali secretary of NFN was the mod-
erator of the session and Mr. Netra Prasad 
Timlsina chaired the session. The speakers 
of the session were Dr. Padam Prasad Kha-
tiwada (Human Rights Alliance), Mr. Sibes 
Chandra Regmi (Chairman- Association of 
International NGOs in Nepal), Mr. Bharat 
Raj Sharma (Under Secretary-Ministry of 
Women, Children and Social Welfare) and 
Mr. Nilmani Baral (Vice Chairman- Social 
Welfare Council). The issues addressed in 
this session revolved around the new role, 
responsibility and authority of NGOs in 
changing political environment in Nepal. 
The key issues included in the session were, 
structure and role of Social Welfare Council 
(SWC) in coming future, need for clear poli-
cies, legal frameworks for NGOs at national 
to local levels in Constitution, importance of 

coordination between SWC, various minis-
tries, NGOs, INGOs and other stakeholders, 
effective collaboration and management of 
NGOs and INGOs to achieve Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), importance and 
benefits of information management at vari-
ous levels and targeted at different stakehold-
ers and awareness campaigns and  concern 
about INGOs leaving Nepal in coming future 
and what can we do to prevent this? Session 
was interactive between speaker and partici-
pants. They come up with some recommen-
dations like; government should appreciate 
the contribution of NGOs and facilitate them 
to operate more easily in new federal system, 
political influence in NGO sector should not 
exist and Social Welfare Council should be 
restructured and it should represent CSOs.

The second day of the conference starts with 
the rally from New Baneshwor Chowk to 
Babarmahal where the rally members raised 
annotations written “Able and Progressive 
Civil Society for democracy and prosperi-
ty”, “Unite for Civil Organizations’ friendly 
environment”, and many more.
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Closed sessions followed after rally where 
NFN’s secretary presented progress report 
while NFN’s treasurer presented finance re-
port. After vigorous interactions the report 
was approved which later was discussed by 
the representatives.

During discussions, the representatives 
echoed that the Organization Registration 
Act 2034 has been unfavorable to them. 
Representative of Saptari, Laxmi Narayan 
suggested that NGOs to be re-structured 
as in federal system and central committee 
to coordinate in building federation offic-
es. Many representatives stated that central 
committee should aid to local bodies in coor-
dinating with NGOs. Some raised issue that 
the report was silent on upcoming plans and 
roles of federation. Some were concerned 
regarding the structure of NGOs under fed-
eral system which the report didn’t include. 
Similarly, the question of registering NGOs 
under PAN or VAT came into much focus 
which the representatives were not satisfied 
with federation’s concrete answer.

Some collective queries were raised from the 
representatives. For e.g. whether any orga-
nization registered at District Development 

Committee shall function under the newly 
constituted local bodies or under the former 
one. Similarly, the report was criticized that 
it didn’t include issues of sexual minorities, 
children, differently able people, etc.

Representatives suggested that the percep-
tion towards NGOs must be brought positive 
and some change is indeed necessary. Some 
suggested that conference to be held for dia-
logue between political groups and civil so-
ciety and their distinctive roles. 

Altogether there were 700 representatives 
and over 6000 NGOs from across the coun-
try. Both two days sessions were conducted 
by Secretary General of NGO Federation of 
Nepal Mr. Milan Kumar Shrestha under the 
chairmanship of NFN President Mr. Gopal 
Lamsal.

At the end of the National Civil Society 
Conference NFN endorse 16 points DEC-
LARATION. The declaration expressing its 
gratitude for overwhelming success of local 
polls urged that the Federation and organiza-
tions associated with Federation are looking 
forward to work with local governments to-
gether.
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NGO Federation of Nepal, a common plat-
form of civil society organizations actively 
working in the forefront towards promoting 
advocacy, social mobilization, citizens’ em-
powerment and civic participation for so-
cio-economic transformation, development 
and national unity, has accomplished its 23rd 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) alongside 
the National Civil Society Conference 2017 
on 7-8 November 2017, in Kathmandu. We, 
more than 700 delegates representing over 
6,000 CSOs from across the country, includ-
ing prominent leaders of civil society move-
ments and human rights campaigns in Nepal, 
attending the AGM and Conference hereby 
endorse this DECLARATION to call for and 
reaffirm our commitments and concerns to 
the full-fledged implementation of the Fed-
eral Democratic Republic of Nepal as well as 
to the attainment of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) by means of active and 
strong civic engagement, as hereunder: 

1. We, the representatives of CSOs, 
would like to express our happiness 
about the happening of local lev-
el polls in peaceful, impartial and 
exhilarating manners as anticipat-

ed prior. We hereby affirm that the 
CSOs of Nepal are fully committed 
to collaborating, coordinating and 
working in partnerships with the lo-
cal governments towards enabling 
their functional effectiveness; fa-
cilitating in the processes of devel-
opment; and attaining and enduring 
transformative, just, uniform and 
sustainable kind of development 
and prosperity. NGO Federation of 
Nepal (NFN) feels revered to wit-
ness some of its social championers 
being elected as the people’s repre-
sentatives at local levels, who in the 
past, served into various kinds of 
leadership roles at different layers 
of the organization. This conven-
tion congratulates to all of them – 
the former activists associated with 
the NFN; now elected as local level 
representatives, and wishes them a 
very successful tenure ahead.

2. NFN has been persistently advo-
cating for the formulation of Social 
Development Act for a decade at 
least. However, it’s a pity to state 
that the successive Governments 

Declaration Endorsed by the 23rd Annual General 
Meeting of the NGO Federation of Nepal and National 

Civil Society Conference 2017
7-8 November 2017

Kathmandu
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formed in the aftermath of the en-
tire restructuring of the state have 
not paid adequate attention to the 
voices of CSOs and have even not 
prioritized the ‘Act’. In the absence 
of Social Development Act that 
envisions a clear, CSOs-friendly, 
and pro-partnerships modality for 
development; CSOs have been ex-
periencing practical difficulties in 
terms of participation, pro-active-
ness, and involvement in the devel-
opment activities. On the whole, it 
is felt that the activities triggering 
off deterrent and shrinking roles of 
CSOs are being embarked on by the 
state and other actors. The policies 
and practices, in whatever forms, 
that contradict to the spirit of fun-
damental rights of the Constitution; 
envision restricting the space and 
participation of CSOs;  and create 
hurdles through state-imposed tax 
regimes and administrative regula-
tions are not acceptable to CSOs at 
all. We call for the immediate action 
to endorse Social Development Act 
at federal level that envisages effec-
tive decentralized restructuring of 
the Social Welfare Council, in ad-
equate consultations with the NGO 
Federation of Nepal.

3. The prevailing policy, as of yet, de-
mands CSOs to get registered into 
the VAT system for initiating part-
nerships with the government fund-
ed development projects. We urge 

the government to nullify the policy 
of mandatory VAT registration for 
CSOs without any delay which is 
principally against the spirit of not-
for-profit and voluntary kind of en-
gagement of CSOs in development 
efforts and interventions.

4. Given the current circumstanc-
es – that the Government of Nepal 
has failed to set aside  adequate 
budget for the development sector, 
and there is wider complaints of 
stakeholders that the development 
efforts undertaken by the govern-
ment mechanisms are not being ef-
ficacious; we appeal to the federal 
government, including the provin-
cial and local governments to be 
formed ahead, to embrace CSOs as 
the development partners and facili-
tate them to engage in development, 
social mobilization and citizens em-
powerment programs. 

5. Time and again, NFN has been 
raising voices emphasizing on the 
need – to foster partnerships with 
the grassroots CSOs; to support and 
enable them evolve as autonomous 
and powerful institutions; and to 
promote the practice of facilitative 
roles of the international non-gov-
ernment organizations for the ef-
fective implementation of devel-
opment budget and foreign grants 
to Nepal. However, we have yet 
not experienced any such improve-
ments in this regards. It is evident 
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that the practices of awarding grants 
to the international NGOs from the 
development financing allocated for 
Nepal; allowing INGOs to operate 
projects directly at the local levels; 
and encroaching upon the freedom, 
independence and autonomy of do-
mestic CSOs, prevail rampantly. In-
ternational NGOs are the essential 
partners of development campaign 
worldwide. We appeal to the In-
ternational NGOs and donor agen-
cies to instigate and foster partner-
ships with the national CSOs; and 
to instill a culture of independent, 
shared, healthy and transparent 
partnership for the development of 
Nepal. 

6. We call for the establishment of a 
special parliamentary committee 
which would help to create an en-
abling environment for facilitating 
dialogues and discourses on nation-
al and provincial-level development 
issues with the people’s representa-
tives in the federal and provincial 
assemblies. We hope such a com-
mittee would serve as a platform 
where CSOs perceptions, experi-
ences, concerns and demands are 
put forth and discussed face-to face 
with the elected representatives. 

7. Albeit political transformations 
and peace processes in Nepal have 
reached nearly at the end phases; 
the conflict victims and families of 
the disappeared still have not been 

able to realize justice to them. We 
urge the Government of Nepal to 
foster environment for justice and 
reconciliation within this year by 
helping to boost up the function-
al pro-activeness of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission.

8. As the Government has moved 
ahead with the processes of holding 
parliamentary and provincial elec-
tions as part of the implementation 
the Constitution, we appeal to all 
the concerned actors and stakehold-
ers not to act or incite others to act 
towards creating room for doubts or 
disrupting the upcoming elections. 
At the same time, we urge the po-
litical parties, election commission 
and Government of Nepal to be re-
sponsible for holding the elections 
in fair, free, peaceful, just, and fru-
gal manners. We proclaim for the 
effective citizens monitoring of the 
electoral processes towards advo-
cating for the fair, free and inclusive 
polls. 

9. It’s a matter of indignity that the 
Political Parties, contrary to the 
spirit and mandate of the Constitu-
tion, have failed to nominate can-
didates from women, Dalit, Jana-
jati, and other historically left out 
social groups in inclusive ways for 
the first-past-the-post elections of 
the upcoming federal and provin-
cial houses of representatives. We 
urge the Political Parties of Nepal 
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to augment the active, meaningful 
and leading participation of women, 
Dalit, Janajati and Madhesi com-
munities in civic and political cam-
paigns in the country. NFN hopes 
that the union and provincial parlia-
ments and governments to be elect-
ed and formed through the forth-
coming elections would be able to 
foster national unity and prosperity 
by addressing the contractions, dis-
criminations and dissatisfactions 
that are the entrenched challenges 
of national politics in Nepal.  

10. Alarming price hikes of the com-
modities and rampant and intensi-
fied use of small arms has threatened 
to the entire civil society. We urge 
the government to take active and 
effective initiatives to adequately 
monitor the market activities; reg-
ulate price hikes; and control illicit 
trade and use of small arms so that 
social harmony, peace, security, and 
civic safety and wellbeing would be 
guaranteed in the country.

11. NFN regrets that the Government of 
Nepal has been too slow and daw-
dling in offering help to the com-
munities affected by the massive 
earthquake, flood and landslide, and 
other kinds of natural disasters that 
occurred in the past; and that the 
victims of these calamities as yet 
have not been able to get relief, re-
construction and other supports on 
timely manner. We call for the im-

mediate action by the government 
towards ensuring accomplishment 
of the reconstruction processes 
within a year to come and distrib-
ute relief packages, including other 
services to all those affected by the 
devastating earthquake, flood, and 
landslide on time. We also appeal 
to the local governments and Nepal 
Reconstruction Authority to facil-
itate and simplify the processes of 
participation and partnerships for 
CSOs in reconstruction activities. 

12. Despite the advancement and ex-
pansion of road networks and trans-
portation system in the country, we 
have been witnessing severe in-
cidences of road accidents almost 
every day. In order to make sure 
that people have their journeys in 
safer, easier and descent ways; we 
urge the Government of Nepal to 
take immediate actions towards en-
dorsing Road Safety Act; regulat-
ing transport entrepreneurship; and 
managing for the operation of pub-
lic transport system in safer way.

13. It is inevitable to ensure active par-
ticipation, mobilization and part-
nerships of CSOs for managing 
statistics and implementation of the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). For the sake of water and 
sanitation management; enhanced 
international partnerships and col-
laborations; promoting social co-
hesion; protecting women, children 
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and disabled persons to help them 
live dignified lives; and more so for 
creating an unrestricted and active 
space for CSOs; we call for ensur-
ing the representation of NFN and 
CSOs in the mechanisms of devel-
opment and public service delivery 
erected at all layers of the state.

14. Rampant corruption, commis-
sion-cracy and monopolistic con-
trol of the market have instigated 
hardships in daily lives of people. 
We therefore cordially appeal to 
the concerned mechanisms of the 
Government of Nepal to take apt 
steps towards ending corruption, 
controlling commission-cracy, and 
promoting governance by advanc-
ing the state of right to information, 
development justice and collective 
and balanced control of the market. 

15. NFN is the organization actively 
working for the global and regional 
development campaign. Regional 
development and cooperation can 
only contribute to establishing the 
SDGs and sustained peace across 
the globe. We suggest the SAARC 
member nations to concentrate and 
deliberate on fostering mutual co-

operation and regional development 
through dialogues for convening the 
SAARC SUMMIT, which was post-
poned previously, at the earliest.

16. NFN works for promoting citi-
zens’ empowerment, civic space, 
partnerships, coordination and col-
laborations among diverse groups 
of actors and stakeholders. As it 
envisages, NFN will launch a na-
tion-wide campaign for the pro-
motion of absolute human rights, 
sustainable development, justice, 
national unity, and prosperity in 
the country in a year to come. We 
will extend collaborations and go 
hand-in-hand with other civic and 
professional organizations, includ-
ing private sector organizations, in 
this campaign. We appeal to all our 
district chapters and member orga-
nizations to join hands and coop-
erate with us in this mission; to ac-
complish the campaign successfully 
towards reinforcing civic space and 
roles and stimulate for people’s par-
ticipation in the national develop-
ment processes.

Thank you
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Introduction 
The 5th Glocal Advocacy Leadership in Asia 
(GALA) Academy – South Asia is a joint ini-
tiative by Asia Development Alliance (ADA) 
and Asia Democracy Network (ADN) with 
the aim of strengthening advocacy capacity 
of CSOs for defending and promoting civ-
ic and democratic space and human rights 
through strategic “glocal (global and local)” 
actions on the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development known as Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs).

It was organized in Pokhara, Nepal on          
November 2017 in partnership with the In-
ternational Forum of National NGO Plat-
forms (IFP), Transparency, Accountability 
and Participation (TAP) Network and Asia 
Partnership for Sustainable Development 
(APSD) with the NGO Federation of Nepal 
(NFN) as a local host. 

As being a local host of the 5th GALA Acad-
emy NFN has managed all the pre and post 
preparatory activities of the training. NFN 
has managed all the necessary resources 
for program including accommodation, and 
transportation arrangement of participants 
from Kathmandu International airport to 
Pokhara and Pokhara to Kathmandu. NFN 
gave full time/priority to conduct training 
successfully.

Objectives 
The training helped CSOs of South Asia to 
learn about SDGs as well as how to engage 
with the government and others stakeholders 
for the implementation of SDGs including 
monitoring and coalition-building among 
CSOs across the sectors.

Succesfully Accomplished 5th GALA  
Training in Pokhara, Nepal 
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The general objective of the GALAA South 
Asia 2017 was to enhance capacity and 
shared understanding of the next generation 
of CSO leaders in Asia, who shall play a cru-
cial and constructive role in the national, re-
gional and international advocacy on human 
rights, development and democracy.

Participants
There were 16 participants from 7 different 
South Asian Countries including Nepal. Six 
participants of Leadership Development Pro-
gram (LDP) organized by International Fo-
rum of National NGO Platforms (IFP) also 
participated in this training. So, altogether 
there were 22 participants and 3 resource 
person from ADA.

Activities
The main agenda of the training was to help 
CSOs in South Asia to learn about SDGs it-
self as well as how to engage with the gov-
ernment and other stakeholder for the im-
plementation of SDGs including monitoring 
and coalition building among CSOs across 
the sectors.

Training starts from the overview of the UN 

2030 agenda (history, contents, structure and 
storytelling) focusing on its main agenda. 
Mr. Anselmo Lee, Co-convener of Asia De-
velopment Alliance (ADA) was the resource 
person for one and half day.  He continues 
his presentation on SDGs and CSO engage-
ment and strategies (key goals and targets for 
CSO engagement – cross-cutting issues and 
goal 17, 12 targets of SDG 16 and indicators 
(global and national), and he also share about 
the useful websites/links allied to SDGs. 
Ms. Beckie Malay - Global Call to Action 
Against Poverty (AAP) and Ms. Jyotsna Mo-
han Singh from ADA facilitated the whole 
session after Mr. Anselmo Lee. Ms. Beckie 
Malay presented on SDG 10 (reduce inequal-
ity within and among countries) and achiev-
ing the 2030 (Agenda across Global, (SUB) 
Regional, and National level). Continuing 
the presentation, Ms. Joyce SOARES from 
IFP presented on capacity building of CSOs 
globally and action plans on SDG 16 and 17, 
SDGs and CSOs (role of CSOs in SDGs im-
plementation).

The training also focused on how to engage 
in the Voluntary National Review (VNR) of 
the UN High Level Political Forum (HLPF) 
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and SDG 10 (inequality) and 16 (peace and 
justice) which are global thematic priorities 
of HLPF 2019 and SDG Target 17.2 (ODA) 
and 17.17 (partnership). Group was divided 
into three (Nepal, India and Bangladesh) to 
discuss on VNR and its process. After group 
discussion Nepal, India and Bangladesh also 
share the outcomes of group discussion and 
about the VNR report prepared by their coun-
try and the action plans made by government 
to implement SDGs 2030 agenda.

Another group work was on four clusters of 
SDG 16. Participants were divided into four 
groups; violence against children (16.2), 
rule of law and access to justice (16.3), anti 
corruption (16.5), and right to information 
(16.10). In this, group has prepared indica-
tors of given clusters and shared it with all 
participants.

Last group work of the training was to pre-
pare national strategic action plan for the 

implementation of SDGs, where each coun-
try should make effective implementation 
plans focusing CSOs, grassroots communi-
ties, journalists / media, school / university, 
Policy-makers (national and/or local gov-
ernment), parliament (national assembly), 
and others (Private Sector). Presentation was 
done by each group after group discussion.

CONCLUSION
The training objective was accomplished 
successfully. The weeklong training, has 
been very specific on necessary knowledge 
about SDGs and its implementation process 
and mechanisms, practical understanding 
about issues related to sustainable develop-
ment, inequality (Goal 10), peace and justice 
(Goal 16), Official Development Assistance 
(ODA) and multi-stakeholder partnership 
(Goal 17) and better strategies and action 
plans on SDG implementation at national 
and sub-national as well as international lev-
els. 


