Press Article_ Le Mauricien newspaper, Friday 10 Jan 2020 Page 8, actualité _ générale

NEW LAW | Wedding

Halley Movement welcomes favourably the legal age at 18
One of the recommendations made in 2013 and 2017 during the
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) at Human Rights Council was finally
accepted. The Halley Movement, NGO which campaigns for
children's rights, is delighted that the government has been able to
fulfill its commitment to make the legal age for marriage is 18. A
measure which, according to the Secretary General of this NGO,
Mahen Busgopaul, would allow to combat violence against women.

"We welcome this new law
because it was one of our
recommendations. We have
shared this recommendation
during the UPR of 2013 and 2018.
The government had taken the
commitment to come with a new
Children’s Bill in 2013 and 2018
after pressure from NGOs and
the UPR, requests have been
made to the government to come
up with several steps. The
government has taken too much
long to come up with this law but
better late than never, "said
Mahen Busgopaul on this law.
According to him advancing the
age of marriage at 18, mainly
because

acts of violence and divorces, will
be able to stop a such situation.
Legal age at 18 years however,
according to him, does not mean
to say that the child has reached
maturity. The Secretary General is
of the opinion that courses on
married life is required before the
marriage is done.
The social worker is of opinion
young girls who marry at the age
of 16 years are often naive and do
not express the acts of violence
they endure.
Faced with such a reality, he will
say that it’s the parents, the NGOs,
religious associations who have
their important role to play.
According to him, during his
various parent meetings,

few of them know what to
explain to their children who
grow up. He regrets that with
the rise of social networks and
other priorities, parents don't
have too much time to devote
to the education of their
children though some parents
still do. Mahen Busgopaul also
notes that some children
don’t listen their parents as it
was case before. "The children
are much more remunerated
that their parents and these
difficult to reach be heard, ”he
says. It is pleased that some
religious associations provide
advice.
Given the problems related to
marriage, Mahen Busgopaul is
of the opinion that requests
are received by Helpline
Mauritius, a Halley platform
Movement to advise girls and
parents. "Our advisers handle
these requests regularly, "he
says. Else apart, it also
highlights
that
Halley
Movement represents

also Girls not Brides at Maurice
and is also part of its Global
Committee
Advocacy
Accountability Platforms.
Following the new law, Halley
Movement counts increase its
campaigns awareness in the
country. And to emphasize that
the director from Girls not
Brides asked Halley Movement
to be present at Global
Advocacy Accountability.
Furthermore, Mahen Busgopaul
wonders if the code criminal
will be amended so that sex be
now legal at 18. "Right now,
relationships sex are allowed at
16 years, "he says. He also
wonders what will happen
when it comes to girls under 18
who are, unfortunately, raped.
Halley's report Movement,
presented to the UPR in March
2018, had mentioned to
advance the age of marriage
girls and boys at 18
without any exceptions.
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