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THe WORLD We WANT
REPORTS, REPORTS, REPORTS, REPORTS. 

There is no way anyone can follow all the reports that are coming out daily. Which country, which bank, 
which company will win the race to the bottom? Then all the other reports: about the environmental, 
financial and food crisis. Social Watch has provided us annually ‘the state of our world’ through a 
compilation of 140 comparable indicators at national levels: from child mortality and education to 
women’s participation in education, economics and politics. The Amnesty human rights reports bear 
witness to great human suffering as well as incredible courage through facts and stories. The UN, 
particularly around the 2010 summit on the MDGs, has provided us with libraries full of detailed 
progress reports a range of other indicators. But where are the voices and faces of children, youth, 
socially excluded, women and men living in poverty?

The Global Call to Action against Poverty (GCAP) is a citizen’s movement around the world 
in which individuals, groups and organisations work and fight to improve our lot. We try to 
claim what is the birthright of each and everyone of us since the Universal Declaration of 
Human rights: healthy, educated peaceful, secure and democratic lives with food, jobs, a 
political voice and a perspective for our children. Regardless of where and when we were 
born. Regardless of our gender, sexual preference, our race, colour or creed. We wear a 
white band on our wrist and wish to wind a white band around our planet: the band that joins 
us in our fight for justice, peace and the future of our planet and all that lives within her. 

INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

LOOK AT THIS LAST YEAR increased natural disasters, more than a billion people (one in seven) 
starving, and 200 million people out of a job. Many people living in poverty are from poor but also 
middle income and rich countries, changing the way we think about aid. Democratic space is being 
constricted, with laws increasingly threatening human rights activists. Our planet is ready to give up 
on humans because of our environmental violence; humanity is reaping what we have planted. And 
yet…We have a dream. It is called ‘The World We Want’. Democratic uprisings around the world such 
as the Arab Spring are paving the way to self determination of the people. Men, women, young people 
are combining old communal traditions with new forms of technology, including facebook and twitter, 
to organize horizontally. GCAP members have linked ongoing, local engagement to global spaces. 
The voices of 173 million people who stood up against poverty and inequality in 2009 were brought 
to the United Nations, when Stand Up culminated in the World We Want civil society demands at the 
MDGs review summit in 2010. 

This report bears witness to the messages that ‘we, the people’ sent to political, corporate and civic 
leaders this year. It shows what political and practical actions people themselves are taking against 
poverty and inequality. In this first pilot report of the World We Want we spell out our plans, and tell 
of only a fraction of the actions people all over the world are taking. This report will now be released 
annually on October 17, the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty. It is but a reflection on what 
was done the previous year, how civil society has taken action. We hope that in the coming years there 
will be ‘World We Want’ reports written at local, national and global levels all over the world. Let the 
17th of October become our annual celebration of moving towards, and achieving parts of the ‘World 
We Want’ – as well as an inspiration for us all when we read what our brothers and sisters locally and 
globally are working for, against, and achieving. 

Our common human courage and spirit can be greater than any economic or environmental crisis: 
We can live in peace in a healthy environment! We can transform a competitive into a cooperative 
culture, dominance into inclusion, and exploitation of each other and our planet into respect, balance  
and harmony.
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More governments review and 
align MDG strategies with the 
international human rights 
framework and set time bound 
targets to realize all economic, 
social and cultural rights. 

Accountability mechanisms are 
established and/or strengthened 
at the national and international 
level so that Governments can be 
held to account if they fail to fulfill 
their duty to respect, protect and 
promote human rights and bring 
them to the heart of all initiatives 
addressing poverty and inequality.

There is substantive civil society 
and public participation in planning, 
implementation, budgeting 
and monitoring at all levels. 
Governments monitor the impact 
of MDG efforts and make this 
information public including 
indicators that monitor MDG 
interventions and disaggregated 
budget information on resources 
allocated and spent for 
 these interventions. 

Global governance and financial 
institutions play an enabling 
in enabling the achievement of 
human rights commitments; and 
enabling a global consensus on the 
transformative agenda for action 
on poverty and inequality.

GCAP WILL WORK TO ENSURE THAT TOWARDS THIS END WE WILL ACT TO BY 2014, THESE ACTIONS WILL RESULT IN

Raise awareness and build 
capacity in civil society on how the 
human rights framework can be 
used as a concrete mechanism 
for accountability on MDGs, with 
special attention to the ratification 
of the Optional Protocol on  
ESCR Rights

Document and share tools and 
expertise on social audits, analysis 
of laws and policies, budget 
analysis and expenditure tracking; 
with an emphasis on ensuring that 
this information is available and 
accessible to people living  
in poverty.
 
Collaborate with UN agencies 
and other strategic networks to 
monitor the international and 
national commitments made as an 
outcome of the MDG+10 Summit 

Mark October 17th (World Anti-
Poverty Day) as a moment for the 
review of progress on Poverty and 
Inequality with the annual ‘State of 
the People’ report 

Facilitate a high level dialogue on 
a ‘new global consensus’, taking 
into consideration the new goals 
and commitments that need to be 
sent in this decade to effectively 
address poverty and inequality and 
in the context of new and emerging 
challenges for this period.

the Ratification by 04 more 
countries through GCAP’s direct 
efforts at the national level by 2014
 
Commitments made in the UN and 
G20, taking note of civil society 
reviews and proposals on Poverty 
and Inequality facilitated  
through GCAP
 
A proposal on the potential post-
2015 framework on Poverty and 
Inequality which will be developed 
and discussed at the UN MDG 
Review 2013
 
Civil society campaigns in defense 
MDGs and in relation to the 
Poverty and Inequality agenda will 
be monitored at the national level 
across 30 countries
 
Proposal for Anti-Poverty and 
Exclusion law developed by 
civil society and presented to 
government in 05 countries 
through GCAP’s efforts
 
Key global institutions, including 
the of spaces for public 
engagement with governance 
institutions and processes across 
global to local levels

Accountability&HumanRights

GCAP Kenya scored a major victory in campaigning 

for accelerated progress of achieving the Millennium 

Development Goals by 2015, 

when Parliament unanimously passed a motion compelling the 
government to provide a regular report on progress towards the 
goals. The adoption of the motion means that the government 
will now be required to table a report on the performance and 
implementation of the status of the MDGs within six months and at 
regular intervals.

In a historic turn-out of events in India, comprising focus group 
discussions in over a hundred villages, state and regional 
consultations in 15 different parts of the country and a national 
consultation attended by representatives of civil society from 29 
states, the People’s Mid-Term Appraisal (PMTA) of the 11th Five 
Year Plan witnessed several agreements by Planning Commission 
Members to the aspirations of the people through an interface 
between civil society, common masses and policy makers; 
organised by Wada Na Todo Abhiyan (WNTA) and several other 
progressive outfits.

ACCOUNTABILITY & HUMAN RIGHTS
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IN FEBRUARY 2010, GCAP facilitated a civil society strategy meeting involving over 35 
global and regional networks to enable a discussion on collective strategies towards the 
MDG+10 Summit. The meeting, held in Johannesburg and organized in collaboration 
with Amnesty International, CIVICUS, Social Watch and the UN Millennium Campaign 
(Africa) lead to the development of a co-ordinated plan for 2010 and beyond under the 
banner “The World We Want 2015.”

An MDG 2010 Working Group was developed following the meeting which currently 
comprises of over 300 network and organizations that have been consistently sharing 
information, exchanging strategies and developing common lobbying positions and 
mobilizations around the MDG review.

Actions Included:

1. A coordinated civil society response to the UN Secretary General’s report on the 
MDGs, “Keeping the Promise” In the form of an Open Letter which was signed by 
130 networks and sent to the UNSG and other Heads of Agencies across the UN in 
May 2010. GCAP was subsequently invited to meet the UN Secretary General Mr. 
Ban Ki-Moon on 23rd June 2010 to discuss the priorities reflected in the Open Letter. 
A delegation, including representatives from CIVICUS, Amnesty International, 
the GCAP Feminist Taskforce and CONGO participated in this meeting in which 
the Secretary General assured for the fullest participation of civil society in the 
September Review and reaffirmed civil society’s as the second pillar of the UN 
alongside Governments. GCAP also handed over the letter to the Co-Facilitators 
of MDG Review summit, Ambassadors Paul Badji (Senegal) and Carsten Staur 
(Denmark), as part of the Civil Society Taskforce meeting held immediately after 
the Civil Society Hearings on 16 June 2010. 

HIgH LEvEL SUmmIT

http://www.whiteband.org/blog/archive/2010/06/23/gcap-meets-un-secretary-general-ban-ki-moon 

-to-handover-mdg-letter

ON THE mDgS AND gCAP ASSEmbLy IN NEW yORk

2. The MDG 2010 Working Group provided a platform for civil society networks to consolidate their  
inputs to the MDG Outcome Document through a consolidated civil society response which was 
compiled and delivered to the Permanent Missions to the UN of Denmark and Senegal (co-
facilitators), Yemen (chair of G77), Nigeria (on the board of ECOSOC), Malawi (AU), Uganda, Tanzania, 
Sudan, Algeria, Ghana, Germany, Spain and Belgium (current and next EU chairs), Nepal, Norway, 
Netherlands, India, Brazil and Mexico (all active participants in discussions around the Outcome 
document in the General Assembly).

3. Side events, mobilization activities and civil society coordination spaces were also organised during 
the civil society interactive hearings in June including a public rally in front of the UN headquarters 
at the start of the Hearings as well as common civil society briefings at the beginning and end of 
each day of the Hearings to enable dialogue and interaction across groups who were part of the 
Hearings, and strengthen coordination in working towards the MDG+10 Review and forward.

4. The development of The World We Want 2015 Charters in Asia and Africa outlining key regional 
priorities in terms of policy and practice that Governments in each region should urgently adopt 
to ensure MDGs are achieved and exceeded by 2015. These charters were used during Stand Up 
mobilisations 17-19th of September and were handed over to Governments in a number of countries 
including Senegal, Malawi and Rwanda.

http://www.un-ngls.org/spip.php?page=amdg10&id_article=3002

HIGH LEVEL SUMMIT
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5. The release of a civil society statement on the eve of the MDG Review expressing concern at the 
lack of commitments or actions in the outcome document to be adopted during the summit and 
reiterating demands from the Open Letter. 

 http://www.whiteband.org/blog/archive/2010/09/20/no-moretalking-2013-it-is-time-for-action-governments-be- 

 accountable-to-the-citizens-of-the-world-and-fulfill-internationally-agreed-commitments-to-end-poverty/ 

6. “The World We Want 2015 – outlining future strategies on the MDG agenda’ event took place on the 
concluding day of theMDG+10 Review in NewYork. The purpose of the event was to consolidate the 
diverse efforts that had been organized across the year towards the MDG+10 review and to serve as 
starting point for a renewed phase of public action and advocacy efforts on the MDG and anti-poverty 
agenda in the next five years. The event was organised in tandem with the GCAP Global Assembly 
(Newark, 23-24 September) so that representatives across 100 national coalitions and constituency 
groups could come together with other organizations and networks and chart out a joint strategic 
course of action.

Since the signing on to the Millennium Development Goals, South Africa has pledged 
to accomplish the targets by the year 2014. The policy environment of the country 
incorporates the MDGs tacitly while the over-arching constitution has greater 
coverage for human dignity in the context of South Africa. However, the constitution 
has no timeframe for the realisation of these targets. The MDGs mitigate or break 
the Constitutional silence on timeframe and facilitates a national review of policy 
effectiveness and introduce reforms to achieve the goals.

Publications were made on the level of achievement of the MDGs in Burkina Faso 
as part of the monitoring towards the UN review in September. A weekly private 
newspaper ‘’L’OPINION” and the national news paper “SIDWAYA” meaning the “truth 
is there” have published the document, which will continue as part of an ongoing 
accountability and MDG monitoring process. 

On September 17th 2010, GCAP Uganda organized a High Level Pre-MDG Summit 
Colloquium that brought together different stakeholders within the framework of 
the Global Call to Action against Poverty to demand that governments recommit 
themselves to the promises they made on the MDGs in 2000. The meeting was 
organised to precede the special UN Summit on MDGs in New York where Uganda 
was to be represented. The objective of the Colloquium was to provide a platform for 
stakeholders to reflect on Uganda’s progress to achieve the MDGs, the challenges/
obstacles, opportunities; and more importantly what must be done to meet and exceed 
the goals particularly in the next five years.

millenium Development goals

MILLENIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS
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The hearings focused specifically on employment and were held in the areas of Isabinia, 
Kitengela and Mwiki. At the hearings, testimonies from the masses dispelled the 
political statistics given by the government. The testimonies really tied peoples’ voices 
and faces to the progress given on development by the government and showed the 
contrast between the statistics and the reality on ground. During the hearings, people 
urged government to positively respond to their situation through creation of realistic 
loan schemes that will enhance employment creation and eventually improve on  
their lives.

Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad, the secretariat of GCAP alliance in Bangladesh 
published a peoples report on progress and achievements of MDGs in the first decade 
and printed different campaign materials raise public concern and awareness for 
Millennium Development Goals. The report highlighted that the key challenges in 
fighting poverty includes rising unemployment and declining share of the poorer 
population in national income and also lack of pro-poor policy reform in agriculture. 
The report identified some positive steps but lack of coordination and harmonization 
to reach the goals are big challenges. Maternal health and child chronic malnutrition 
are still challenges which need proper targeting and efficiency in program 
management. That’s why the citizens demanded to priorities pro-poor employment 
generation, comprehensive land management, enhanced agricultural production, 
crop diversification, comprehensive urban policy, implementing nutrition and health 
program, reducing energy shortage, and improving participatory governance. 

Prime minister of Bangladesh Ms. Shekh Hasina has declared that 

government will allocate 6% of its GDP for education, which is 

currently less than 2.5% of GDP. 

She called upon the SARC countries to commit 6% of GDP for quality education in the 
SA Education Ministers high level meeting in Dhaka. But the education sector is still 
facing significant challenges in achieving the targets of universal primary education. 
Government should focus on increasing the share of education in government budget, 
enhancing the quality of education at all levels, improving school infrastructure, building 
new child friendly schools and appointing qualified and skilled teachers, introducing 
one year pre-primary education as an integral part of education, developing national 
unified curriculum and providing meaningful and quality lifelong learning to adults.

Recognizing the long waiting demand of GCAP and civil society groups to increase 
education budget up to the 6% of GDP, 

STAND UP
THIS YEAR, Stand Up happened with a stronger, 
political message, tied to the MDG summit in 
September. People in 74 countries took action 
against poverty and inequality, calling on world 
leaders to act at the MDG summit. 

Over 2,000 events took place throughout the world, 
and more information on them can be found at  
www.Standagainstpoverty.org Some highlights 
include football tournaments in 11 countries, 

concerts in slums in Nigeria, Zambia, and the 
Philippines, school debates in 14 countries, people 
lobbying their heads of state in 24 countries, 
MDG shadow reports, policy roundtables, and 
conferences in many other countries. 

Stand Up, Take Action For the World We Want 
event in New York 19 September organised by US 
based members of the MDG2010 Working Group 
with a wide range of high level speakers and 
entertainers. Highlights of the event can be seen 
here: http://www.youtube.com/standupnyc 

MILLENIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS
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In response to its Open Civil Society letter to the President, the Government invited 
GCAP Uganda and colleagues to a dialogue event aimed at finding concrete solutions 
to the food crisis which affects over 8 million people all over the country. According to 
participant Charles Businge of ActionAid in Uganda has been working to “stimulate 
bold and honest debate about the food crisis in the country and to situate the discussion 
in the context of the bigger picture in terms of conflict, governance, climate change, 
spikes in fuel and food prices, population growth and growing inequality.

goal 1
ERADICATE EXTREME POVERTY AND HUNGER

goal 2
ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION

In Burkina Faso, a public conference on the theme “Education and elimination of 
illiteracy” was organized at CENASA to inform people with child rights to education 
and the link with girls schooling. Participants at the conference recognized that they 
were not giving equal access to scholarization for children. They also realized that 
girls’ failing in school is also due to what they do not give enough time to girls for 
study based on the fact that girls are intended to do household work after the school 
but not boys. 

For Global Action Week, the Global Campaign for Education coalitions across the 
world took action. Following advocacy from the Somaliland Education coalition and 
other stake holders, the government announced a policy of Free Primary Education 
For All. Prior to this announcement there was a survey carried out about the effect of 
free primary education on the quality of education and school enrollment. In France, 
Solidarité Laïque launched a ‘Manifesto for the right to quality education for all women 
and girls’ and a petition to parliamentarians was read and signed and will be delivered 
to the G20 taking place this year under the French Presidency.

A girl born in 1995, the year of the Beijing Women’s Conference, would have the tender age of 16 just 
about now.   She would have defied the odds, survived numerous risks, and performed revolutionary 
acts of boldness, beginning with being born. 
 

goal 3
PROMOTE GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWER WOMEN

She might have gone to school for a year, or two, 
or more. Chances are that she did not get to see 
the inside of a middle school or high school.
 
The share of girls out of school has declined 
worldwide from 58% to 54%, and the gender 
gap in primary education is narrowing in many 
countries 2010 Global Monitoring Report of 
Education for All Goals
 
The gender gap in primary school enrolment has 
narrowed in the past decade, albeit at a slow 
pace. Progress in secondary schooling has been 
slower, and in some regions, gaps are widening.  

— Keeping the promise: a forward-looking review 
to promote an agreed action agenda to achieve 
the Millennium Development Goals by 2015, 
Report of the UN Secretary-General, 2010

100 million women are ‘missing’ in the developing world because they are 
killed before or after birth; it is no exaggeration to call this gendercide. 
Women are missing in their millions – aborted, killed, neglected to death

— The Economist

 
A girl who has an education is more likely to 
contribute fully to political, social and economic 
life and grow up to be a mother whose own 
children are more likely to survive, be better 
nourished and go to school themselves. She will 
be more productive at home and better paid in 
the workplace. She will be better able to protect 
herself and her children.—UNICEF

She would have survived neglect and discrimination 
due to cultural, societal, religious and patriarchal 
norms and traditions.
 
Many schools do not have separate toilets for girls 
and boys, which can lead to girls feeling unsafe 
and being harassed or even sexually abused.
 
Girls and women hold few important leadership 
positions, both in their communities and in their 
countries. — UNICEF

MILLENIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS
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If she escapes bearing a child while still a child, her 
chances of surviving into adulthood are greatly increased.

Pregnancy related illnesses are a leading cause of death 
for young women ages 15 to 19 worldwide.

The adolescent birth rate is highest in sub-Saharan 
Africa, where the rate of 123 births per 1,000 teenage 
girls was almost twice that of Latin America and the 
Caribbean, the second ranked region. — Because I Am A 
Girl: The State of the World’s Girls 2009 Report

Still, the health and safety risks related growing into a 
young woman increase.

Far too many children and women are still suffering from 
the effects of poverty, hunger, preventable diseases and 
lack of access to clean water and sanitation, adequate 
health care and schooling.

60% of girls aged 15-19 in sub-Saharan Africa  
are married.

 90 per cent of child domestic workers are girls between 
12 and 17 years old, and are at risk of both sexual and 
economic exploitation, violence and abuse. — UNICEF

Girls’ rights are typically the first to be denied during 
times of economic crises. Economic hardships often 
leave girls and families with little or no choice to focus 
on survival and less on upholding girl’s rights;

There are 2.2 billion children in the world. 1.9 billion 
children are living in developing countries with 1 billion 
of them living in poverty. Poverty deprives them of basic 
services, like education and health care, which they 
need to survive, develop and thrive. 

2.2 billion children
in the world

1.9 billion living in
deve l oping countries

1.0 billion living 
in p overty

MILLENIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Young women will pay a heavy price for the current 
financial meltdown. Evidence from the Asia financial 
crisis in 1997 showed that many women were forced 
into the sex trade – as sex workers, escorts and karaoke 
singers – after they lost their jobs. In Jakarta (Indonesia) 
alone it is estimated that two to four times more women 
became sex workers in the year immediately after the 
crisis. — Because I Am A Girl: The State of the World’s 
Girls 2009 Report

Recent global estimates indicate that more than 100 
million girls are involved in child labour, for example as 
farm labourers or domestic workers. Cuts in national 
education budgets and a decline in remittances of 
migrant workers, which often help to keep children 
in school, could increase the number of children  
working.  — ILO

Unemployment among parents is often the key obstacle 
to girls being able to go to school. — UNICEF
 
HIV and AIDS
Girls are especially affected by HIV and AIDS and often 
have to become caregivers for the family.  By 2003, 15 
million children under the age of 18 had been orphaned 
by AIDS. Millions more live in households with sick and 
dying family members.

 In southern Africa, girls and young women between the 
ages of 15 and 25 are three to four times more likely to 
be infected by HIV than their male counterparts in some 
countries. — UNICEF

The impact of being orphans may be especially severe 
for girls, who are generally more likely than boys 
not to be in school. Children without the guidance 
and protection of their primary caregivers are more 
at risk of becoming victims of violence, exploitation, 
trafficking, discrimination and other abuses resulting in 
malnutrition, illness, physical and psychosocial trauma, 
and impaired cognitive and emotional development. 
Unaccompanied girls are at especially high risk of 
sexual abuse. — UNICEF

With the clear evidence showing investment in girls 
brings economic growth, investing in the future 
economic resources of their countries is a wise move.   
Yet, each year countries lose billions of dollars because 
of failing to invest in girls and young women.

There are over 500 million adolescent girls and young 
women in developing countries who could and should 
play a crucial part in the next generation’s economic 
and social development – but many do not have the 
opportunities for education or worthwhile economic 
activity. — Because I am a Girl Report

It is our moral imperative to speak up against “gendercide”, against gender apartheid, against gender inequality and 
FOR women’s equality and empowerment. 

We call on all our GCAP partners to join us, loud and clear, from now until the MDG Summit, in sounding the alarm 
for women and speaking up about THE WORLD WE WANT. 

THE WORLD WE WANT is one in which every one of you speaks up against gender-based violence.

THE WORLD WE WANT is one in which every one of you picks ups the flag for gender equality.

THE WORLD WE WANT is one in which we achieve Gender Equality to End Poverty.
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GCAP Rwanda and Action Aid Rwanda organized visits to hospitals and health centers to assess the 
service delivery in health sector and the achievement of MDGs 4,5 and 6. The visits were had the aim of 
witnessing how far Rwanda has gone in service delivery towards achieving these Goals. The visit was 
also to remind health workers that they are held accountable to reduce numbers of children whose 
death could be prevented and women who die while giving life. 

goal 4
REDUCE CHILD MORTALITY RATES

goal 5
IMPROVE MATERNAL HEALTH

Malawi ranks third worst on maternal deaths among East and Southern African countries with a stunning 
ratio of around 807 deaths per 100,000 live births according to the Malawi Government Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) report for 2010. Most of the deaths occur during delivery. With the foregoing, 
GCAP Malawi in collaboration with relevant government ministries joined the international community 
in commemorating the International Women’s Day on 8 March 2011 and 31 March 2011. 

The local theme for the commemoration was ‘Equal Access to Education, Training, Science and 
Technology: Assurance to Safe Motherhood and Total Empowerment for Women and the Girl Child.’ 
The international theme was ‘Equal Access to Education, Training, Science and Technology: Pathway 
to Decent Work for Women.’ The theme was chosen considering the gender imbalances which exist in 
education, sciences, politics, labour force, credit facilities etc despite the Malawi Government ratifying 
a number of international, regional and national instruments. The theme matched well with the 50:50 
campaign which the national coalition has been championing for the past three years.

Millions of Dollars in Global Fund Aid and Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI) But 
Uganda’s Health System Still Crumbling: A Case Study of Aid Injustice in Uganda

gOAL 6
COMBAT HIV/AIDS, MALARIA, AND OTHER DISEASES

TB, malaria and HIV/AIDS are among the 
biggest killers in the developing world. They are 
particularly virulent in sub-Saharan Africa. The 
Global Fund set up a major partnership between 
governments, civil society and the private sector 
to alleviate the impact of these major diseases 
throughout the developing world. Ensuring that 
the substantial sums made available by the Global 
Fund get through to the victims and potential 
victims of these diseases is obviously critical to 
the success of the Fund’s mission. When an audit 
in 2005 raised concerns over the management 
of a large Global Fund grant made to Uganda, 
the Fund suspended donations to the country. In 
response, the Ugandan government established 
a Commission of Inquiry to look into the alleged 
mismanagement and misallocation of funds 
received. The diversion of funds has real and 
serious impacts on the lives of the people that the 
money from the Global Fund is supposed to help.

In 2008 the Global Fund was considering a 
further grant to Uganda but wanted to check the 
progress the Ugandan investigators had made. 
Despite investigations having been undertaken, 
no criminal charges had been laid by August 2008 
and so the Global Fund started to take a more 
active role in driving the work to investigate and 
prosecute and, at the same time, to address other 
structural issues relating to the administration of 
aid. The Global Fund eventually made it clear that 
no further money would be made available in the 
absence of discernible progress.

The highest profile accusations were against 
senior government figures. However, on analysis, 
the evidence was not deemed sufficient to bring 
criminal proceedings. But in other cases, there 
have now been successful prosecutions. The most 
prominent of these being the former head of the 
Ugandan internal security service (and ironically 
a former anti-corruption campaigner), who was 
convicted in April 2009, and sentenced, by the 
newly-formed Anti-Corruption Court, to 10 years’ 
detention for misappropriating $56,000 of Global 
Fund money.

Introduction

MILLENIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS
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Real Victims

The crucial nature of the work to combat TB, 
malaria and HIV/AIDS that the Global Fund makes 
possible is seriously hampered when funds fail 
to reach the people who need them. The double 
tragedy is that in 2009/2010, the Ministry of 
Health cut its budget to refund the money but the 
amount hit up to about Shs 2 billion due to the 
exchange rate. 

The Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of 
Health told the Attorney General (AG) ‘that paying 
back the stolen funds from the public kitty was 
meant to allow for more funding from GAVI to 
be released to the country’ and more time for 
government to run after the suspects. He also 
stated that efforts were being made to get those 
implicated to refund the cash. “The ministry 
refunded Shs 1.89 billion to Gavi in respect of 
funds that were misappropriated by Ministry 
(officials),” the Attorney General’s report reads  
in part.

“This amount had not been budgeted for and was 
therefore diverted from other planned Ministry 
activities. The amount in question should have 
been refunded by the implicated officials. As a 
result, there was no value for money realized for 
the expenditure.” GAVI had given the government 
a condition to recover the stolen money before 
they release $23 million (about Shs 53 billion) for 
the health sector. 

These developments show the unfortunate ways 
in which aid money that is supposed to help poor 
people ameliorate their suffering has now become 
resources for the corrupt to steal with impunity 
and the government agencies to protect in order 
that more money can come into the country 
without explicit guarantee that it will be put to 
good use. Instead, government should prosecute 
the affected officials and compel them to cough 
the stolen funds.

It is clear aid injustice!

GCAP/Burkina initiated a visit to “BANGR WEOGO”, meaning the Forest of the 
knowledge in Mooré language (dialect spoken by almost 50% of the population of 
Burkina Faso), for children. This visit aimed at educating children with the habit of 
respecting the ecosystem through the knowledge of the role played by plants in the 
equilibrium of the nature. The significant outcome of the visit to “BANGR WEOGO” is 
that all the 100 children who participated each planted a tree and committed to take 
care of it as it grows. This participates to the achievement of the 7th goal. 

gOAL 7
ENSURE ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

gOAL 8
DEVELOP A GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT

MDG 8 always comes at the end of the MDG inventory, but the centrality of partnerships 
to achieving the MDGs—among governments, multilateral institutions, donors, civil 
society, the private sector, and communities – compels us to prioritize it – hence its 
placement in this document. Such partnerships, including accountability for donor aid 
and government spending of that aid, must also underpin solutions to climate change.

While the Millennium Declaration, agreed by the UN General Assembly in 2000, did 
not mention climate change, it affirmed several values that provide a basis for joining 
policy, practice, and funding for achieving the MDGs with a commitment to climate 
justice. These include:

EQUALITY
No individual and no nation must be denied the opportunity to benefit from development. 
The equal rights and opportunities of women and men must be assured. 

SOLIDARITY
Global challenges must be managed in a way that distributes the costs and burdens 
fairly in accordance with basic principles of equity and social justice. Those who suffer 
or who benefit least deserve help from those who benefit most; and,

RESPECT FOR NATURE
Prudence must be shown in the management of all living species and natural resources, 
in accordance with the precepts of sustainable development. Only in this way can the 
immeasurable riches provided to us by nature be preserved and passed on to our 
descendants. The current unsustainable patterns of production and consumption 
must be changed in the interest of our future welfare and that of our descendants.

MILLENIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS
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Climate change is arguably the starkest example of a threat the 
community of nations has had to tackle. However, too many of the world’s 
governments, along with multilateral organizations, are still acting as if 
achieving the MDGs and arresting climate change are separate mandates. 
The UN processes and forums that deal with development have little 
if any overlap with the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
processes; the negotiators and other responsible staff are different 
and rarely interact. And the self-interestedness of states in negotiating 
climate change is more akin to the contentious world trade negotiations 
than to the cooperation and dialogue that takes place for development. 
A different approach is needed—and urgently—one that clearly links 
problem analysis and policy and program development for the MDGs 
with climate justice.

“...The severity of climate change is only being felt in the rural areas where 
small populations reside often in isolation and thus their voices are not 
being heard...The presentation of actual experiences of women in their daily 
lives must be shared with the public so that climate change can become an 
issue more widely discussed and acted upon.”

— Aishia Gladford, GCAP Botswana Women and Climate Change Hearing

Realizing the shared agenda for ending dehumanizing poverty and 
ensuring climate justice will require one human family working together, 
not a retreat to the stale divisions of north and south, rich and poor. 
Political leaders and citizens must communicate openly and effectively. 
Governments, civil society organizations, the private sector and others 
actors must redouble their efforts to forge a sense of shared responsibility 
across national boundaries. Failing to meet the MDGs and failing to act 
decisively on climate change are real threats. Development progress 
made over decades lies in the balance. The price of inaction, for justice, 
equity, sustainability, and human rights, are immeasurably large.

The global water and sanitation crisis is the result of a lack of political will to tackle these problems, not 
a problem of water scarcity. Over 880 million people do not have clean drinking water, and 2.6 billion 
people do not have adequate sanitation. The result is a burden of healthcare costs, high child mortality 
and from water-related diseases, holding back of education because of missing school for illness, 
fetching water and menstruation, risk of attack for women having to go out at night, and lack of dignity.

The water and sanitation crisis is both a symptom of global injustice where the poorest individuals 
and communities are affected the most, and also a cause of enduring poverty. Access to clean water, 
basic sanitation and hygiene education is a driver of development as has been witnessed by those 
communities which have achieved increasing or full coverage. 

public services

PUBLIC SERVICES

Women are disproportionally affected by the water 
and sanitation crisis and also the main agents 
for change in communities. Access to water and 
sanitation is crucial to achieving gender equality 
and increasingly being taken up by the women’s 
movement as well as child health and education 
campaigners. Integration of policies is a key 
demand – and we need integration of civil society 
action too.
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END WATER POVERTY is a growing movement of campaigners in countries across 
Africa, Asia, Europe and North America. It has learnt from campaigning movements 
like the Jubilee Debt Campaign and Make Poverty History about the real value of 
campaigning both internationally and nationally, and is led by southern as well as 
northern campaigning organizations from the outset. Last year the World’s Longest 
Toilet Queue provided a global campaigning opportunity on World Water Day and 
150,000 took action, followed by this year’s ‘World Walks for Water’ in March when 
a staggered 350,000 took part in 80 countries. The issue of millions of people still 
not having clean water and basic sanitation is increasingly seen to be holding back 
development and to be a clear injustice. This is coupled with a more organized civil 
society which is more assertive in claiming its rights, and can increasingly work with 
governments to achieve funding and policy changes.

END WATER POvERTy
A gROWINg CIvIL SOCIETy mOvEmENT fOR CHANgE

Civil society is increasingly taking action for water and sanitation. We are united for women’s rights, 
for health, for education and for dignity and in speaking out to our government and having the courage 
to work with our governments. Together in the global South and North, End Water Poverty members 
organized ‘The World Longest Toilet Queue’ in which 150,000 took part in Queues in countries around 
the world. 

CAmPAIgNINg fOR WATER  
AND SANITATION

Internationally this led to a new partnership 
between northern and southern governments, 
donors, research institutes and civil society 
called ‘Sanitation and Water for All’. Civil society 
organisations are now working within this to call 
for new commitments to more and better targeted 
funding at High Level Meetings and nationally, to 
holding governments to account and for seeing 
how this translates into real change on the 
ground. This is a demanding process and needs 
a new set of negotiating and monitoring skills. 
We have been set the challenge of now making 
the changes we have been calling for, whilst 
always being wary of being co-opted. We hope 
that ‘Sanitation and Water for All’ will not be just 
another process, but the real game-changer that 
the water and sanitation crisis urgently needs.

Nationally, there are many examples of the End 
Water Poverty campaign providing a good advocacy 
opportunity. In Nepal, local civil society groups 
held End Water Poverty’s ‘The World’s Longest 
Toilet Queue’ action in 2010. In the Jaisithok village 
of Gumi district, the campaign brought together 
deprived community members, community 
and political leaders, teachers, students, social 
activists, media and other stakeholders on a 
common platform. As a result the community 
started an ‘Open Defecation Free campaign’ at 
the village level. A commitment was made that 
the school would install toilets and have hygiene 
education, and all community members who did 
not have a toilet would construct toilet based on 
their affordability. The results have been a 90% 
reduction in diarrhoeal diseases in this year, a 
much healthier living environment, and increased 
attendance at school as pupils are sick less often. 

PUBLIC SERVICES

In Uganda, 50,000 people filled the streets of Kampala with a ‘Walk for Water and Sanitation’ 
in March 2011. Using this international day of action, civil society groups wrote a Manifesto 
for Water and Sanitation and presented this to the Minister for Water and the Environment. 
The strong civil society movement in Uganda is a driving force for the End Water Poverty 
campaign and can in turn strengthen the movement in the East Africa region and globally.
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Another strength of End Water Poverty is that it is an ‘open-source’ campaign. Each 
country has its own grass-roots organizations with their own branding and ways 
of working. End Water Poverty provides a means of organizing for each group and 
organization from community groups to international NGOs to be more effective in 
what it already does nationally, through coordinating global advocacy moments, 
information sharing on international opportunities for influence, and increasing 
confidence and courage through being united for this common cause. 

‘OPEN SOURCE’ CAmPAIgNINg

World leaders have already made promises to halve the proportion of people without 
access to sanitation and water by 2015 as part of the Millennium Development Goals. 

THE WORLD WE WANT – CAMPAIGN DEMANDS

TO ACHIEVE THESE TARGETS THEY MUST

•	 Make water and sanitation a political priority and stop neglecting the 
crisis that keeps millions locked in to poverty.

•	 Make water and sanitation a funding priority and target investment at the 
countries and communities most in need.

•	 Include water and sanitation in plans to improve health, nutrition, gender 
equality and education. All are fundamental steps to end poverty 

GCAP Russia has been running the Healthcare Project in 7 regions since 2008. As 
a result a network of 14 consulting centres has been established through which 20 
experts in medical law and protection of patients’ rights have been providing free 
legal services to population, particularly to low-income and marginalized people. The 
centres also distribute information on free medical care and facilitate platforms for 
local people and authorities to discuss pressing issues in the healthcare system. Since 
the project began, more than 3,000 people improved their access to health services, 
90% of them women, which is important as there is evidence stating that women are 
most likely to suffer when it comes to paying fees for medical care.

We have seen corporations and the government 
working in alliance in Palestinian refugee camps 
(the poorest of Palestinian society), where there 
is every contextual reason for the non-payment of 
fees for services. Service providers are charging 
exorbitant interest rates to people in debt for the 
use of water; “according to an official, interest 
rates are 27% for people living in the camps and 
12.5% for the Palestinian government.”

This system of water provision was funded by the 
World Bank, with a goal to reducing spending by 
the Palestinian Authority, never taking into account 
that it would deprive hundreds of thousands of 
people access to basic services such as electricity 
and water. The poorest and most vulnerable 
are the worst affected by this privatization of  
basic services.

A move to install prepaid meters is worsening 
the situation. This is a reflection of government 
policy, by which people must pay service delivery 
companies before receiving services. This way, 
the company makes profits in advance, banks can 
charge exorbitant rates, and poor people will be 
denied services if they can’t pay. 

gCAP PALESTINE’S WORk
ON PUbLIC SERvICES

The Palestinian Minister of Local Government is 
now rolling out prepaid water meters across the 
country. This is very dangerous, particularly given 
that water is already scarce in Palestine. A report 

“released by the Statistics Centre on 23 March 
for World Water Day found the sector in a tragic 
situation,” in which Israeli settlers in the occupied 
Palestinian territories had access to over seven 
times the amount of water as Palestinian citizens. 
A prepaid metering system will only exacerbate 
these inequalities, because in places where 
a critical mass of people cannot pay for water, 
supplies will be cut off. 

GCAP Palestine has been raising awareness about 
this issue, opposing the installation of prepaid 
meters, and bringing attention to the impact 
this will have on people living in poverty. This is 
through both engaging with the government, and 
demonstrating against it to try and find alternative 
solutions that will allow for a more inclusive and 
rights based approach to public services. 

PUBLIC SERVICES
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Tatyana Kuznetsova, 60, and mother of 5 is from 
Nizhniy Novgorod, a city in Russia where Volga and 
Oka rivers meet. She is a role model within Global 
Call to Action Against Poverty coalition. Tatyana is 
famous for being one of the most active participants 
within GCAP in the Volga region, and one of the 
first beneficiaries of the GCAP consulting centre. 
But her sparking personality and endless passion 
for life, belie the path she has taken to reach here. 

Three years ago Tatyana was in a severe car 
accident, and miraculously she survived. Her 
association with the centre began eleven years 
ago, when her family moved from their rural 
home to the bustling city of Nizhniy Novgorod. 
Struggling to survive on their low income and 
unable to afford medical help, they had no choice 
but to move from their family home to help their 
daughter. For several years in Nizhniy Novgorod 
they could barely make both ends meet. Thanks to 
GCAP consulting centre, Nastya now receives free 
medical help.

PUBLIC SERVICES

“In Russia everybody must have an official residential registration in his/her place 
of living. Nastya was not registered in Nizhniy and that is why she had to pay for all 
services in the municipal clinic,” recalls Tatyana. “I now know that this was a direct 
violation of the law. Nastya had the right to free medical help as a policy holder of 
obligatory medical insurance.” 

Today, the GCAP consulting centre has more than 100 clients and is a haven for those 
seeking support, particularly disabled people who often face barriers in accessing 
free medical care. Tatyana shares her knowledge and information with those in need. 
Despite the long queues during visiting hours, every single client gets attention  
they deserve. 

For Tatyana GCAP’s Healthcare Project is an opportunity to both receive free legal 
consultation and be an active experienced participant – she is now a board member a 
self governance Committee in one the Nizhniy Novgorod districts.

She explained, “GCAP Russia is a part of a huge world movement, and we are very 
proud to be part of it. GCAP gives us a lot of opportunities, which we would not get on 
our own. For example, if I asked the social protection office to provide me with a list 
of disabled people who are in need of targeted social assistance, I would probably be 
refused. With the help of GCAP we receive the list faster.” 
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THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS was signed by all UN Member 
States in 1948 but, more than 60 years later, human rights still remain an empty 
pledge for people living in extreme poverty across the world – in both developed and 
developing countries. Out of a total world population of almost 7 billion people, well 
over 1 billion people live in extreme poverty.

The UN Human Rights Council is presently working on the formulation of Guiding 
Principles on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights. The process started in 1987 when 
Joseph Wresinski – the founder of ATD Fourth World – visited the United Nations 
Commission for Human Rights (now the UN Human Rights Council) in Geneva, 
Switzerland. Since that time, civil society has worked in the formulation and adoption 
of these guidelines.

Human Rights

•	 Recognize that extreme poverty and exclusion from society constitute  
a violation of human dignity;

•	 Recognize the principle that priority attention should be given to the 
poorest and most excluded;

•	 Provide the basis for long-term solutions to extreme poverty;

•	 Clearly define the responsibilities of duty bearers; and

•	 Provide a common point of departure for action by all stakeholders,  
based on the realities of the situation of persons living in  
extreme poverty.

Guiding Principles will set out the actions to be taken by all relevant actors – 
governments, the private sector, civil society and the international community – in 
order to ensure that people living in extreme poverty are able to enjoy all of their 
rights. They are founded on the indivisibility and effectiveness of human rights and 
on the participation of the poorest and most excluded in the decisions affecting their 
lives. Given the absence of a human rights framework to the Millennium Development 
Goals to orientate policy-makers and practitioners, they provide a model of how to 
ensure poverty eradication efforts respect human rights principles and standards. 
To this extent, their adoption would be a great step forward in the fight to eradicate 
extreme poverty in that they:

Why are Guiding Principles necessary?

1 http://www.atd-fourthworld.org/Dignity-in-the-Face-of-Extreme.html

After consultations with people living in extreme poverty across the world, a group of UN Human Rights 
experts produced in 2006 a document entitled Draft Guiding Principles on “Extreme poverty and human 
rights: The rights of the poor.” There followed an extensive round of comments from governments, 
international agencies and civil society organizations, including consultations facilitated by ATD Fourth 
World with people living in poverty in France, Poland, Peru, Senegal and Thailand. The views of people 
living in poverty were presented in the report, “Dignity in the face of extreme poverty.”1
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IN 2009 the Human Rights Council asked 
Ms. Magdalena Sepúlveda – the UN Special 
Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty – to submit her 
recommendations on how to improve the Draft 
Guiding Principles, which paved the way for a 
final consultation to take place in June 2011. 
This meeting saw over 100 representatives from 
Members States, United Nations’ bodies and CSOs 
with UN consultative status take in a consultation 
meeting to discuss ways to take forward the  
work on Draft Guiding Principles on Extreme 
Poverty and Human Rights and feed into the 
drafting process. 

Among the participants was Florence Tissières, 
an ATD Fourth World activist who is involved 
in supporting families in the Geneva area who 
struggle to have their rights respected. In her 
statement, Mme Tissières explained that what 
was needed from the point of view of people 
in poverty to move forward in the fight against 
poverty was, “Not to look only at financial aspects. 
All the consequences that emanate from surviving 
against poverty should be taken into account – 
illness and poor health, debt, exclusion etc. A 
comprehensive approach is necessary if we want 
to fight poverty effectively.” In conclusion she 
stated that, “The global fight against poverty never 
moves fast enough. We expect States to take 
this report seriously as its content represents a 
potential step forward for those who are furthest 
from claiming their rights.”

A STEP CLOSER TO GUIDING PRINCIPLES IN 2011

AND IN 2012...

The results of this experts’ consultation seminar, as well as the written contributions 
that have been received, will be submitted for revision to the Human Rights Council 
in March 2012 and will inform the Special Rapporteur in her submission of a final 
version of Draft Guiding Principles to the Council for adoption in September 2012. In 
her closing remarks, the Special Rapporteur recalled that, 

In his closing statement, the Ambassador of Morocco said that, “Wherever there is 
extreme poverty, dignity is swept aside: it’s a black zone, without rights. We have lost 
enough time – 20 years ago ATD Fourth World introduced this idea, and I thank them 
for it. It’s taken 10 years for us to elaborate these Guiding Principles. The essential 
has been done, we have to finalise them and put them into practice.”

The timeline must be looked at from the perspective of 
people in extreme poverty – we must avoid further delay.

2011 represents a great step forward in moving towards the adoption of Guiding 
Principles that can assist all those working in the poverty eradication field to ensure 
the respect of all human rights for all. Its adoption in 2012 will require a concerted 
effort by members of Civil Society to hold Government’s to their promises. Adoption in 
2012 will be particularly timely given discussions at the UN and elsewhere beginning 
to take place on the post-2015 development agenda, ahead of the MDGs deadline. 
Having UN Guiding Principles on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights can provide us 
with a strong advocacy tool to ensure that, in contrast to the MDGs, the achievement 
of human rights becomes the driver of the development agenda beyond 2015.

PUBLIC SERVICES



35GCAP ANNUAL REPORT 2011

The Philippine government signed the United 
Nations treaty, the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, thirty-
five years ago, which obligates them to respect, 
fulfill, and protect the Filipinos basic right to 
food, housing, education, health, decent work, 
self-determination, among others. However, it 
has yet to ratify the Optional Protocol, which is 
an international accountability mechanism that 
will enable Filipinos to air their grievances to an 
independent, international panel of experts, after 
exhausting all legal measures in the country, and 
yet still do not agree with the legal decision of the 
judicial system. The Optional Protocol provides 
another arena for individuals or groups to seek 
legal redress on human rights violations at the 
international level.

“Poverty is both the cause and effect of human 
rights violations, but the worsening poverty and 
inequality scenario could be reversed if there is 
a genuine anti-poverty agenda that targets the 
structural causes of poverty, and not just band-
aid solutions such as the conditional cash transfer 
program which nurtures mendicancy, benefits 
a few, and does not trickle down to the invisible 
sectors,” continues Fabros.

ONE OUT OF FOUR FILIPINOS ARE POOR. Seven 
out of ten Filipinos eat below the required dietary 
requirement. One out of three Filipino children is 
not in school, and more than 3.7 million families 
need decent homes. 

“Walang kalayaan kung alipin ng kahirapan (there 
is no freedom if you are enslaved by poverty),” 
explains Erning Ofracio, urban poor leader 
and Executive Committee member of GCAP-
Philippines during the Philippine launch of 
the global campaign on the Ratification of the 
Optional Protocol for the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), 

“habang tayo’y nabubuhay sa kahirapan, patuloy 
ang paglabag sa ating mga karapatan (for as long 
as we live in poverty, our rights are violated).”

“Official data already show a bleak picture, but 
the reality is much worse,” adds May-i Fabros, 
Project Coordinator of GCAP-Philippines, 

“because current official statistics do not reflect 
the invisible sectors – those living on the streets, 
the transient and ambulant poor, internally 
displaced persons, and indigenous peoples, 
whose rights are systematically being violated.”

“Gayunpaman, sumasang-ayon kami kay President Aquino na kailangang ipaglaban ang 
kalayaan, kaya’t iginigiit namin ang karapatan naming mabuhay ng malaya sa kahirapan 
at sinisingil namin ang kanyang pangakong ipaglalaban niya kami, na kasama namin siya 
sa laban (Nevertheless, we agree with President Aquino that Filipinos have to fight for 
freedom, so we claim our right to be free from poverty and demand him to stick true 
to his promise that he will fight for us, along with us),” says Ka Erning, “PNoy, sign 
the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights, implement structural changes through a genuine anti-poverty agenda that is 
beyond dole-outs that will free us from poverty - invest in jobs and social services.”

“If President Aquino is true to his words that he will create the conditions to combat 
poverty and hunger, then he should not be afraid of the Optional Protocol, by 
signing, he is actually leading the way to his matuwid na daan (the right, corrupt-
free, accountable and transparent governance path).” ends Fabros.

For the urban gypsies who live in the streets of Manila, rain also creates a lot of 
possibilities. If the Philippine government ratifies the Optional Protocol to the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the invisible voices 
can finally be heard.

The GCAP-Philippines Campaign on the Ratification of the Optional Protocol to the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights will hold educational 
discussions, media events, and policy dialogue with government. The educational 
discussions aptly titled, Kuwentuhang Karapatan (Conversations on Rights) on various 
human rights and issues began with an overview of the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Optional Protocol to the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the ratification process last June 10 
with Professor Virginia Dandan, former member of the UN Committee on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights from 1990-2010, and Bernie Larin of Philippine Human 
Rights Information Center (PhilRights). The next discussion is on right to housing on 
June 29. Other topics will be on right to food, health, education, decent work, sexual 
and reproductive health, and other poverty-related issues. The GCAP-Philippines 
campaign on the ratification of the Optional Protocol is conducted in partnership with 
PhilRights and Amnesty International Pilipinas (AIPh).

PUBLIC SERVICES

RATIfICATION Of THE ICESCR
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gENDERJUSTICE
Best practices to achieving human 
rights and the MDGs through a 
gender perspective are recognized 
and reinforced
 
Gender becomes a focal point of 
all policy engagements, including 
across the MDGs, climate justice, 
G20 and G192 

The relevance of the UN system 
and the newly created UN 
Women agency in recognized and 
reinforced globally and nationally
 
Definitive actions to end violence 
against women (VAW) and 
drastically reduce maternal 
mortality are taken at the global 
and national levels

GCAP WILL WORK TO ENSURE THAT TOWARDS THIS END WE WILL ACT TO BY 2014, THESE ACTIONS WILL RESULT IN

Coordination with GCAP national 
coalitions and constituency groups 
to organize Women’s tribunals on 
key issues

Organize mass mobilization of 
women and promotion of women’s 
grassroots leadership across  
GCAP actions 

Release of Position Papers and 
Review Reports on the gender 
analysis of key global and national 
institutions of governance

Annual review reports and 
hearings on the implementation 
of the UNSG’s Global Strategy on 
Maternal Health, and progress 
made in high risk regions/countries

Consistent linkages with  
women’s movements and networks 
at the global and other national 
level to enable a sustained 
collaborative agenda

Over 100,000 women mobilized 
through GCAP’s efforts 
across national coalitions and 
constituency groups

Women’s grassroots networks 
linked to negotiatio ns related to 
the global governance agenda 
and organized to take action on 
relevant national / local priorities 
linked to key issues 

In over 30 countries, GCAP 
coalitions and constituency groups 
engage with UN Women and 
contribute actively to their  
forward agenda

In 20 countries across Africa and 
South Asia, the commitments 
towards the achievement of 
Maternal Health made as 
an outcomes of the MDG+10 
Review monitored and review 
reports prepared by civil society 
to take stock of progress and 
highlight further actions that 
need to be taken in keeping with 
commitments

GCAP coalitions / constituency 
groups in 30+ countries will work 
with women’s organizations and 
feminist movements to reinforce 
the collective demands around key 
moments such asInternational 
Women’s Day and 16 Days of Action 
to End Violence against Women

promoting women’s rights, women’s empowerment and gender 
equality. As we look back on the struggle and achievements  for 
women’s rights, we note also the solidarity with other movements 
and other struggles.  Over the course of 100 years, the world has 
changed in dramatic and unimaginable ways, but we see that the 
desire for freedom and the fight for human rights lives on. We’ve 
seen it in the demand for change and the hope for a better world. 
We’ve also seen how women have played a brave role in charging for 
democracy. We can reflect on how this 100 year celebration provides 
an opportunity to increase awareness of the links between struggle 
for peace and democracy, decent work and gender equality, poverty 
and the need for fundamental change. 

Gender was a crucial issue at the MDG Summit, with one of the 
key side events being the Day of Dialogue on Women and the MDGs 
aimed at taking stock of some of the pressing issues of the day. 
The MDGs 2010 Review Summit provided an opportunity not only 
to critique the progress of governments in fulfilling the MDGs, it 
offered the Feminist Task Force (FTF) an occasion to once again 
emphasize gender equality and women’s empowerment as essential 
to achieving sustainable human development and to underline their 
importance as a means to achieving the MDGs.

For the UN Summit, the Feminist Task Force began organizing two 
sessions, one focused on economic justice and how the financial 
crisis had impacted on women’s lives, and another on gender and 
climate justice, another special focus area of the Feminist Task 
Force (see Tribunals). It became apparent that there was much 
more interest in other aspects affecting women’s issues and looking 
at interlinkages. At a GEAR Campaign meeting, colleagues asked 
for a look at the status of the newly created UN Women entity and 
to discuss the significance of the appointment of Michele Bachelet, 
appointed just days before the Summit. A session was added which 
included GEAR representatives and UNIFEM’s Joanne Sandler. On  
a separate issue, GCAP colleagues in Asia and Africa had spear-
headed efforts to look at cross-regional efforts at improving 
maternal and child health.

March 8th, 2011 marked the 100th Anniversary 
of International Women’s Day, 

GENDER JUSTICE
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A special discussion on ‘Rallying for Gender Equality and Maternal Health in Africa 
and South Asia’ concluded that civil society must rally for a rights based approach 
to reproductive and maternal health across countries. We must work collectively to 
enforce safe and non-discriminatory care for all categories of women irrespective of 
their social status, ethnicity, age, education level, religion and wealth. A key strategy 
in this regard is in enabling the development of pro-poor and gender budgets that 
clearly indicate how and on what monies will be spent. Governments must be urged 
to report complete budget information on their efforts to realize the MDGs and donors 
must publish information (in useful and accessible formats) on their MDG-related 
funding, including what is reported by countries to whom they provide aid.

On International Women’s Day, Rwanda launched a maternal mortality campaign. 
“PIGA DEBE” in Kiswahili means “make a big noise,” and draws its inspiration from 
millions of women’s voices in Africa who have repeatedly shouted over the years that 

“Enough is enough; no more woman should die while giving life.”

The government of Punjab-Pakistan has accepted the right to land for tenants and 
women peasants, in a landmark decision, and announced the process of preparing 
the papers for transfer of title deeds with in ten days. Our long march organized by 
AMP, WPS, AWAZ, GCAP-Pakistan’s member Organizations and other CSOs on 9th of 
March 2010 for the right of land to tenants and women peasants in Punjab.

8th March was International Women’s Day. GCAP Kenya participated in the day’s 
activities with a call on government to create an environment that can enhance 
wealth creation, reduction of unemployment and dependence especially for the youth  
and women. 

Speaking at the community forum in Nyeri-Central Kenya at the Naromoru Stadium, 
GCAP Kenya’s focal person in the region, Ms Cecilia Mwihaki said; “the lives of the 
grassroots people of Kenya will easily be transformed to the better if they can actively 
and realistically engage in economic activities.” She continued:

“If for example a mother earns some valuable income, 
she can access medical treatment, take her children to 
school and also feed well. “

GENDER JUSTICE
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financing for Development
GCAP WILL WORK TO ENSURE THAT TOWARDS THIS END WE WILL ACT TO BY 2014, THESE ACTIONS WILL RESULT IN

Governments meet and exceed the 
0.7% aid target 

Innovative international taxes and 
mechanisms for raising finance for 
development, such as the Financial 
Transaction Tax, are implemented

The Paris Declaration is 
implemented and improved 

Gender sensitive progress 
assessments, performance 
monitoring and indicators for aid 
effectiveness are put in place 

International pledges on Education 
and Health are met

Organize public campaigns around 
national and regional elections in 
key donor countries

Facilitate submissions and 
meeting held with relevant 
ministries for the adoption of FTT 
nationally across 15 countries; and 
global advocacy towards the G20 
France Summit

Focus on the Fourth High Level 
Forum on Aid Effectiveness 2011 to 
be held in Korea as an opportunity 
for civil society to lobby for further 
steps to be taken

Monitor international pledges in 
keeping with actions outlined in 
the Accountability section of  
this Plan

Extend solidarity with anti-
corruption and transparency 
efforts at the global level and at 
regional / bloc levels such as the 
AU, EU, SAARC, ASEAN, BRIC  
and LDGs

Greater public and parliamentary 
support for aid spending in 05 key 
donor countries

Advocacy action for the 
implementation of the FTT – and 
other new financing mechanisms – 
across 15 countries; including and 
exceeding the G20

Support to anti-corruption and 
transparency campaigns in 10 
countries, and in partnership 
with networks like IBP and 
Transparency International 

Monitoring of international pledges 
including the Global Jobs Pact, 
the Global Fund on Food Security 
and UNSG’s Global Strategy on 
Maternal and Child Health

Just as when the countries had started showing real impacts of their poverty reduction strategies and 
success stories of international aid and debt cancellation in support of those country initiatives had 
emerged, governments North and South have started to water down their commitments to meet the 
MDGs as part of the broader fight against poverty and inequality.

The focus of international development discourse, especially by 
the more powerful countries such as the G20, are moving fast 

away from “poverty”, “rights”, and “equity”, to “growth”, “value for 
money”, and “shared responsibilities” with non-government, often 

for-profit actors. Their excuse? The global economic crisis.

FINANCING FOR DEVELOPMENT
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On the 2nd of February, 2010 the Africa At the Table Campaign was launched in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
This campaign was birthed following earlier discussions and building on the analysis of key issues, 
institutions and allies that need to be engaged with in the fight against poverty and inequality at the 
Project Accelerate Planning Meeting held in Kenya in December 2009. 

G20

The goal of the Africa At the Table Campaign is to 
mobilize support and actions at national, regional 
and global levels that will result in pressure on 
the G20 to grant full African Union membership 
on the G20. It seeks to collaborate with the African 
Union commission, Civil Society Organizations 
in Africa and in G20 countries on diverse actions 
aimed at supporting this campaign. GCAP Africa 
highlighted this demand during the Civil G8 
Dialogue, G8/20 Summit and the July Africa Union 
Summit in Kampala. Key outcomes include: the 
decision by the AU General Assembly in Kampala 
to demand permanent representation of Africa 
on the G20; to be represented by chairs of the 
AU and NEPAD; the invitation of the AU Chair 
and NEPAD Chair to the G20 Summit in Toronto. 
Additionally, both the Seoul Summit and France 
summits have so far invited the Chairs of AU and 
NEPAD. It is notable to mention that NEPAD has a 

“Sherpa” appointed by the Ethiopian government 

on the G20. The campaign will continue its call 
for permanent membership of Africa on the G20, 
as well as the need for the G20 to implement a 
Financial Transactions Tax to serve as a buffer 
against another financial crisis and to finance the 
MDGs in developing countries

The majority of the people of Africa remain the 
poorest, yet the continent is endowed with so many 
resources. One of the biggest challenges of our 
time in international development is how to assist 
the poorest in a very sustainable way. The aid, 
advice and technical assistance from development 
agencies and rich nations including the G8 should 
not be conflicting, but as long as Africa is excluded 
from so many global governance mechanisms, 
challenges will remain. This is why activists from 
GCAP African coalitions came face to face with 
the G8 Sherpas in Vancouver, Canada on 16 April 
2010. A Town Hall style meeting organized by 
Make Poverty History Canada preceded the G8, to 
enable those who were unable to go to Vancouver 
to share their ideas. 

GCAP Korea, with the Korean government, held the Civil G20 dialogue on 14–15 October 
in Inchoen, South Korea involving civil society representatives and representatives of 
each Head of State preparing for the G20 Summit. This was good news as it institutes 
the civil society consultations in the G20 framework after the Canadian government 
decided against holding a Civil G20 in the lead-up to the Toronto Summit that took  
place in June. 

Five thematic clusters were chosen for the Civil G20 dialogue taking into account the 
outcome document of the G20 Toronto Summit together with the official theme of 
the G20 Seoul Summit and new agenda and initiatives of Korea as the G20 Chair for 
2010. They include reviewing pro poor growth strategies, IFI accountability and reform, 
climate change, the MDGs, and G20 governance and accountability. 

One hundred twenty participants gathered in one of the largest Global Campaign 
Against Poverty (GCAP) G8/G20 working group meetings ever convened in Paris.   
France’s plans as host of the 2011 G8 and G20 summits was a key element in the 
meeting, in which a multi-sector group including campaigners active on education, 
health, debt, food sovereignty, financial transparency and anti-corruption issues 
shared intelligence and coordinated advocacy plans.  The shift of power from the G8, a 
traditional hub for anti-poverty advocates to solicit commitments from donors for ODA 
and development aid/policies, to the G20, which carries a mandate to promote global 
financial and macroeconomic stability, was one of a multitude of changes in global 
political and financial dynamics the group addressed. 

FINANCING FOR DEVELOPMENT
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The G20 has working groups on development and anti-corruption, providing advocates 
with channels to direct their related concerns. The broader implications of a body of 
twenty countries shaping and enforcing adherence to global economic and financial 
policies invites greater creativity and analysis, invigorating the debate and bringing 
some new actors into the constellation.  For example, while the meeting was dominated 
by anglophones and representatives of French civil society, it also included Korean 
CSO representatives eager to share their experience  advocating to their government 
and creating space for CSOs in Seoul’s G20 summit, as well as an impassioned plea 
from one of fewer than ten representatives from the global South, for greater solidarity 
and reflection of the struggle for survival in the global South in the GCAP G8/G20  
advocacy agenda.

One primary point of focus is on the Financial Transaction Tax (FTT) which French 
President Sarkozy has been promoting among his G20 colleagues.  Among the various 
mechanisms to tax the financial sector, global CSOs strongly favor an FTT as the 
most-inclusive instrument to provide incentives against risky financial transactions 
with no social benefit and to generate revenue for development.   The USA and 
Canada’s absolute refusal to adopt any taxation of the financial sector is motivating 
CSO advocates to reach out to a coalition of those G20 countries willing to be early 
adopters of FTT mechanisms at the national and regional level.  Momentum is gaining 
in Europe where there are campaigns to encourage other countries to agree to an FTT 
to generate revenues for the global effort to eradicate impoverishment. We encourage 
FTT work in your home country and to support those countries making advances in 
this area of innovative finance. 

AID REMAINS AT THE FOREFRONT OF GCAP’S GLOBAL GOVERNANCE ENGAGEMENT. 
With the financial crisis taking its toll on northern governments, many countries are 
struggling to progress on their commitments. 

AID

“The G8 must acknowledge their Gleneagles’ 
commitments,” says Vitaliy Kartamyshev, chair of GCAP 
Russia. “The shortfall of US$20 billion is embarrassing. 
The G8 must come up with an emergency plan to deliver 
the aid that was promised five years ago.

Although the commitment to provide 0.7 per cent of GNI for foreign aid is mentioned 
in every speech of the German chancellor Merkel or other high representatives of the 
government, Germany constantly fails to increase ODA significantly. Official numbers 
revealed in April 2011 that Germany failed to reach the goal that was set on European 
level in 2005 which aimed to provide 0.51 per cent in 2010. The OECD already warned 
last year2: “Achieving the aid volume target for 2015 is a massive challenge, one that 
has to be addressed immediately“. However, the planning of the conservative-liberal 
government’s future budgets envisage dramatic cuts in ODA. 

In order to prevent these cuts and by contrast to raise the development budget 
significantly to keep the promises, GCAP Germany decided put the increase of the 
national budget for development in the focus of the 2011 campaign.

The theme for the campaign was borrowed from the sphere of games: The stakes are 
high: Every three seconds a child dies because of extreme poverty. Political decision 
makers as well as citizens have to raise the stakes to defeat poverty. Show your 
commitment and engagement against global poverty and inequality. In the heart of 
the communication we put the idea: If you raise the stakes, if you show support, you 
will be a winner. Key visual of the campaign is a joker, which can be used as a wild 
card: Show yourself with the joker card which means ‘I raise my voice against poverty 
and for more and better aid’. 

AID

2 http://www.oecd.org/document/28/0,3746,en_2649_34603_46254684_1_1_1_1,00.html
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At the heart of all activities is a petition to the members of the German parliament 
(MP) who decide in fall 2011 about the national budget 2012. Prior to this 
decision the Government proposed a draft budget in June that is the basis for the  
parliamentarian discussion. 

The Women’s Network on Financing for Development held an event at the UN 
headquarters, in cooperation with CIDSE, reflecting on the Financing for Development 
Conference Review and the Accra Agenda for Action, reflecting on the role of 
human rights in development cooperation. Controversial issues remain around the 
specific relevance of different human rights to the achievement of the MDGs, the 
efforts of different actors in development cooperation and the mechanisms for their 
operationalization. This event will provide a platform for dialogue on the following 
questions: How can human rights commitments help advance the MDGs agenda 
in the 5 years left towards the critical deadline of 2015? What efforts should be 
made to better account for them in a post MDG (after 2015) development cooperation 
architecture? What role can the ECOSOC DCF play in both of these efforts? What 
recommendations can be made for the MDGs+10 Summit to support them?

How can human rights commitments help 
advance the MDGs agenda in the 5 years left 

towards the critical deadline of 2015?

By chance our campaign received support by a cross-party group of Parliamentarians 
who launched a joint call to increase ODA in order to reach 0.7% by 2015. They call to 
do better jointly and to increase the national budget by 1.2 billion Euro per year. They 
refer to the UK where ODA has been increased despite financial crisis and general 
budget cuts. To date, more than 360 MPs have signed the call which is a vast majority 
of altogether 622 MPs.

GCAP Russia completed a project with Higher School of Economics on emerging as 
a donor, called «Sharing responsibility for development: learning from experience to 
achieve results». GCAP Russia was educated on international development issues to 
raise awareness about the topic in the region. For example, this year we organized a 
training on “What Works in International Development Assistance?” and a workshop 
on Strategic Development for Russia’s Development Aid Programme together with 
World Bank, OECD, UNDP, GTZ, USAID. We also held a conference about Enhancing 
Development Effectiveness through New Partnerships. Overall, NGO leaders from 
different regions of the country got a better understanding on what international aid 
is and were able to include this information in activities their organisations (GCAP 
members) are running.

 While Palestinians receive tremendous amounts of aid, they have not managed to 
leverage it for growth. Furthermore, high levels of aid have not translated into a larger 
public treasury for the Palestinian Authority, which faces an increasing deficit in 
paying public sector workers. At the moment, the government is obliged to borrow 
nearly $30 million from local banks to keep civil servants employed. This reflects 
the inability of government to invest in external finance for development projects, 
which could allow for social spending and employment generation strategies. 

Palestine has received one of the highest amounts of 
aid in history, with per capita foreign aid by the World 
Bank at nearly $690 per capita.

AID
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TRADE
GCAP WILL WORK TO ENSURE THAT TOWARDS THIS END WE WILL ACT TO BY 2014, THESE ACTIONS WILL RESULT IN

No trade deal harmful to the 
interests of small farmers and the 
poor in developing countries be 
adopted as a result of the Doha 
round of WTO trade negotiations

Push for Special Differential 
Treatment to take into account 
the rights and obligations of 
developing countries, based on the 
argument that their lower levels 
of development should differ from 
those of the developed countries.

Transparency of operations and 
revenue received from extractive 
industries to governments; and 
strict legislation on compliance to 
environmental standards and ethics 
by MNCs in the extractive industry. 

Pressure mounted on the WTO 
to review its trade rules to take 
into account the peculiar needs of 
developing countries.

The link between revenue from fair 
trade for financing the MDGs will 
be highlighted as an alternative to 
dependence of aid commitments 
which are not being met in 
advocacy efforts leading upto key 
global and regional trade summits.

In 05 countries, governments 
will be put under pressure to 
enforce legislations to control the 
negative activities of their MNCs 
in developing countries for them 
to conduct their operations in an 
ethical manner

GCAP coalitions build pressure on 
governments to ensure compliance 
with relevant national legislations, 
stand up to international pressure 
to protect livelihoods and eco-
systems and look at new financing 
mechanisms to protect livelihoods 
and eco-systems

GCAP strengthens alliances 
with the Global CSOs, Inter 
governmental Organizations 
and think tanks such as Third 
World Network, Africa Trade 
Network, Southern Centre, Oxfam 
International, Action Aid, UNCTAD 
to build contribute to global 
strategies and actions on Trade

•	 Unequal Partners: rich countries abuse the system and bully poorer 
countries into agreeing to rules which favour the rich. The benefits of 
trade will only reach the poor – at home and in the developing world –  
if international trade rules are deliberately weighted in favour of poor 
people and the environment.

•	 While international trade is worth $10 million a minute, poor countries 
only account for 0.4% of this trade - half the share they had in 1980.

•	 It has been projected that 2/3 of any gains from the World Trade 
Organisation Doha Round would go to the richer countries.

•	 According to the New Economics Foundation (2010), for every $100 of 
growth, just 0.60 contributed to reducing poverty below the $1 a day.

•	 One size doesn’t fit all: rich countries use trade rules to force poor 
countries to open their economies to goods from rich countries (known 
as “trade liberalisation”). But poor countries’ farmers and industries 
aren’t ready to compete. Decades of forced liberalisation has devastated 
many poor countries, resulting in huge job losses, poor health care and 
less education. Trade “liberalisation” often comes alongside increased 
rights for foreign investors and pressure to privatise economies.

•	 Do as we say, not as we do: rich countries such as the UK, the USA 
and the East Asian Tigers succeeded by protecting their farmers and 
industries, only opening up to competition once their industries were 
strong enough to compete. Rich countries are using trade rules to deny 
poor countries the same rights. For example, the average EU cow is 
subsidised to the tune of around $800. In Ethiopia, the average annual 
income per person is just $100.

WHAT’S WRONG WITH THE GLOBAL TRADE SYSTEM?

TRADE
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Since 2008 the ITUC has been organising the World Day for Decent Work (WDDW) on 
7 October. This is a day for mobilisation all over the world: one day when all the trade 
unions in the world stand up for decent work. Decent work must be at the centre of 
government actions to bring back economic growth and build a new global economy 
that puts people first.

•	 Growth and decent jobs, not austerity, are essential to beating the crisis 
and ending poverty;

•	 Quality public services must not be slashed; and,

•	 The financial sector must pay for the damage it has caused.

ACTIONS REFLECTED THREE CENTRAL DEMANDS FOR ECONOMIC RECOVERY

The October 7 events included some 50 activities across Japan; marches, conferences 
and youth meetings in several African countries, and meetings and mobilizations 
throughout Russia and Ukraine. A series of activities in Latin America included 
initiatives by trade unions in Peru and Chile to get official government recognition 
the World Day for Decent Work. These events followed massive demonstrations in 
Europe, a major march in the US involving unions and civil and human rights groups 
on 2 October, and activities by education unions worldwide on 5 October, World  
Teachers’ Day.

With young workers particularly hard-hit by the turmoil in labour markets and 
looming cuts to education and training, trade union youth groups will be leading many 
events, including using “flash mobs” and social networking to put their own stamp 
on union plans for economic recovery. Similarly, networks of women trade unionists 
will be calling attention to the worldwide trend to precarious, short-term and 
casual employment which is severely undermining women’s living standards across  
the world.

“This third annual Decent Work Day is the culmination of 10 days of union mobilisation 
covering all the continents. It will increase pressure on governments to put in place 
positive solutions to the crisis, instead of simply slashing government spending to 
satisfy money markets. Good jobs and social protection are needed to get people back 
into work, support families in their time of greatest need and lay the foundations for 
sustainable growth to restore government finances,” said ITUC General Secretary 
Sharan Burrow.

Migrate workers in China face unique challenges because of Hukou system (household 
registration system). China’s hukou system links social benefits to the place where one 
is registered, and most migrants are still registered in their rural hometowns. Their 
rural Hukou brings various disparities from urban residents in terms of employment, 
education, housing, medical treatment and social security. 

For better understanding of the severe problems migrant workers face, GCAP-China 
operated a national survey together with 14 organizations in 5 different regions. In 
2009, we published “The Chinese Migrant livelihood Report on MDG from the NGO 
perspective”, which addressed four different areas of work: 1) Education: migrant’s 
children have few opportunities to be recruited into public schools in cities because 
of their rural Hukou; 2) Gender: migrant women become more vulnerable in city than 
their rural hometown; 3) Due to the lack of safety education and medical care, migrant 
workers become more vulnerable than urban residents; 4) Livelihood : overtime work 
and low pay will be a big challenge to the MDGs of decent employment. 

To overcome those challenges, GCAP-China provided policy suggestions. A national 
forum that published and promoted the report was held on 6th Jan, 2010. Through 
media publicity and the national forum, those discoveries and policy suggestions 
are expended to all sections in the society which aims to raise the awareness of the 
public on Decent Work, as well as pushing forward the endeavor of the government to 
provide effective support to ensure workers rights for migrants.

TRADE
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THE CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT MIGRANT WORKER’S RIGHTS 

This year, we launched a Photo Collection Campaign to raise public awareness about 
migrant worker’s rights and the challenges they faced right now. We asked migrant 
workers to write down one sentence they want to say to the cities where they work but 
they don’t belong to. 

This girl said, “I don’t want to move house again. I felt too much pressure.”

Background information: The photo was taken in a suburb of Beijing. Since migrant 
workers can’t afford the high rent in urban area, they have to live in suburbs. But 
because of urbanization, the houses they rent have to be demolished and they have to 
move again and again due to the pace of urbanization. 

The man said “I want to have a booth in the city and don’t want to be driven by  
urban management officers (ChengGuan) anymore. I only want to make a living.”

Background information: The photo was taken in the “house” he rents and lives. 
He works as peddler to sell vegetable and fruits on the street since he can’t afford 
the rent of a booth in city. But municipal administration believes peddlers’ behavior 
and business are not good for city’s image. Therefore, he is often driven by urban 
management officers (ChengGuan). Sometimes, peddler’s goods and vehicles are 
confiscated as well. October 17th will be marked by photo exhibitions in public places 
to raise public awareness and draw government’s attentions to the challenges migrant 
workers are facing. 

TRADE
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1. Creation Of A Body Independent Of Creditors

The sovereign debt work -out procedure must 
be independent of any creditor institution 
or body. This is essential to secure a level 
playing field and international support for the 
mechanism. This means that – as creditors – 
the International Monetary Fund and/or World 
Bank cannot host such a procedure because 
they would not been viewed as impartial 
decision-makers (they have an interest in 
recovering their claims). This body may be 
permanent, for example under the auspices of 
the UN, or it may be ad-hoc and convene only 
to examine particular cases on demand. There 
should be the opportunity to go to mediation as 
a precursor to a binding arbitration procedure.

DEbT
GCAP WILL WORK TO ENSURE THAT TOWARDS THIS END WE WILL ACT TO BY 2014, THESE ACTIONS WILL RESULT IN

Structural change to the deeply 
unjust global lending and debt 
system based on the responsibility 
of creditors for pushing loans and 
the illegitimacy of the debt created

Publicise case studies of 
successful campaign actions on 
the issue of Debt Relief
 
Organize with other strategic 
networks to organize Debt Audits 
in 5 countries of the north and 5 
countries of the south

Engage governments and 
respective ministries in advance of 
relevant meetings of international 
financial institutions and the UN

Coordinate actively with networks 
who have been leading intervention 
on the issue of Debt, such as 
Jubilee South

Debt Audit reports developed 
in 10 strategic countries; and 
recommendations submitted 
to key IFIs such as the IMF and 
WB; as well as regional lending 
institutions in Asia, Africa and LAC

The creation of a Debt Court and 
responsible standards of lending 
will be key demands presented 
to governments in advance of 
WB-IMF and UN Financing for 
Development related processes

2. Independence Of Arbitrators 

Decision-makers should be neutral and 
independent from the parties involved.

3. Mandated To Verify The Vailidity Of Individual 
Claims Based On Any Allegations Of Illegitimacy 

The independent arbitrators will decide on 
the (il)legitimacy of individual credits based 
on precedent and clear indicators/criteria of 
illegitimate debt. For example, has the ex ante 
loan contraction process closely followed the 
principles outlined in EURODAD’s Charter on 
Responsible Financing? EURODAD believes 
that a sovereign debt work-out procedure 
must be able to deal with issues related to 
the (il)legitimacy of debt, otherwise it cannot 
be considered a truly fair and comprehensive 
mechanism. Important gaps will exist.

4. Mandated To Deal With Generalised Sovereign 
Debt Repayment Problems

Independent arbitrators will decide if individual 
credits are valid. Legitimate creditors’ claims 
will then be dealt with in one comprehensive 
process and all creditors will be treated equally 
and fairly. This will avoid the free rider problem 
evident from initiatives such as the HIPC 
Initiative where there is a perverse incentive 
to hold out. It will also help prevent vulture 
fund litigation because it will, as a matter 
of principle, function on the basis of equal 
treatment of all creditor claims.

5. Process May Be Initiated By Borrower Or 
Lender And The Institution Of Automatic Stay  
Will Apply

There will be a standstill on all external debt 
repayments in cases of sovereign debt default 
or on the individual (il)legitimate loan under 
dispute while the case is heard.

DEBT
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6. Assessment Of The Indebted Country’s Economic 
Situation By A Neutral Body

In cases of sovereign debt default, a debt 
sustainability analysis should be carried out 
by an independent body, such as a United 
Nations agency. This means that the IMF and 
World Bank – as creditors – cannot provide the 
only assessments of the country’s economic 
situation, although their databases will 
certainly be drawn upon by the independent 
body. The analysis should guide arbitrators’ 
decisions on how far each legitimate creditor 
should take a haircut.

7. Protection Of The Basic Obligations Of The 
State To Meet The Essential Needs And Services  
of Its Citizens

The state must be assured the resources it 
needs to carry out its basic duty of care. Both 
domestic commercial and individual insolvency 
procedures, as well as Chapter 9 of the US- 
insolvency code which refers to the insolvency 
of municipalities, provide examples how 

“essential means” can be protected during any 
insolvency procedure.

8. Transparency

Sovereign debt negotiations must be public and 
the results and agreements made must also be 
made public.

9. Participation

The procedure must be participatory and all 
stakeholders have the right to be heard. This 
includes borrowers, lenders and individuals/
organisations which represent citizens in the 
debtor nation affected by decisions taken by 
the arbitration panel. All must argue, prove 
and document their points (rather than quibble 
between themselves which is the current 
situation). As a rule, proceedings should take 
place in the debtor country’s capital.

10. Enforceability

All parties must respect the decision of the 
independent arbitrators. An international 
treaty establishing a sovereign debt work-
out mechanism ratified by most nations 
would be extremely helpful; however is 
not a prerequisite for progress in this area. 
Current sovereign debt mamangement 
procedures (such as the Paris Club and HIPC 
Initiative) also function without any basis in 
international law. Instead they are based on 
the political will of of creditors and the lack 
of alternative solutions. This underscores 
why an international soveriegn debt work-
out procedure must be independent of any 
creditor institution in order to ensure broad-
based support.

DEBT
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Landmark legislation to protect the poorest countries in the world from profiteering by 
so-called Vulture Funds became UK law Thursday 8 April 2010 after passing through 
Parliament in the final days before dissolution and the British national election. 

Jubilee Debt Campaign, the lead network for the Global Call to Action against Poverty 
(GCAP) in the UK on debt, welcomed the successful passage of the Debt Relief 
(Developing Countries) Bill, which is the world’s first law to restrict the ability of 
Vulture Funds to sue some of the world’s poorest countries for full repayment of debts 
that they have bought up cheaply. 

Last November two Vulture Funds were awarded $20 million in the British High Court 
from Liberia – the second poorest country in the world - for a debt dating back to the 
1970s. This law is expected to make that verdict unenforceable. International support 
for the legislation has been expressed by Archbishop Desmond Tutu, President Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia, and President Bharrat Jagdeo of Guyana. Nick Dearden, 
Director of Jubilee Debt Campaign, said: “This is a landmark law. With this act, the 
UK has become the first country in the world to stop vulture funds using its courts to 
profiteer from poverty. It will mean the poorest countries in the world can no longer 
be attacked by these reprehensible investment funds who grow fat from the misery 
of others. We now call on other governments, particularly the US administration, to 
take similar steps to outlaw vulture practices. We hope this is the first step towards 
creating a more just financial system, which operates for the great majority of people, 
not a tiny minority of unethical investors.” UK MP Andrew Gwynne, sponsor of the 
legislation said: 

These “vulture funds” were completely unjust and it is to the credit of this parliament, 
and the efforts of the Jubilee Debt Campaign that we have finally managed to pass this 
law. I said I would put a stop to these vulture funds, and I did.”

“It was completely unacceptable that a small number 
of companies were ever allowed in the UK courts to 

profiteer off the third world debt market.”

UK MP Sally Keeble, who took the legislation through the UK House of Commons, said:

“These vulture funds are international predators. Their victims are the poorest people 
in the world. It is excellent that at this stage it has been possible to get this piece of 
legislation on to the statute books to outlaw the activities of these vulture funds. This 
was a victory for a broad based campaign led by Jubilee Debt Campaign and other 
NGOs which brought this issue to public attention.”

Glen Tarman, Advocacy Manager for Bond, the UK membership body for international 
development NGOs and a Global Council member of Global Call to Action against 
Poverty (GCAP), said: “Jubilee Debt Campaign has spearheaded a very significant 
campaign victory to outlaw vulture fund practices in Britain. UK NGOs are now calling 
on all the British political parties to commit to cancelling illegitimate and unpayable 
developing country debt through the creation of a debt tribunal. This is part of 
the Global Call to Action Against Poverty demand across the world for the odious, 
illegitimate and unpayable debt of poor and middle income countries to be cancelled 
through a fair, democratic and transparent process to free up resources for human 
development – to reach and exceed the Millennium Development Goals.”

DEBT



GCAP ANNUAL REPORT 2011 61

CLImATEJUSTICE
A new global deal on climate 
change that limits global warming 
and ensures international public 
finance and technology for 
adaptation and compensation
 
Developing countries increase 
public investment in agriculture 
while donor countries increase aid 
to agriculture, food security and 
social protection by  
US$40 million globally

Active engagement of women 
and community leaders from the 
global south in global climate 
change debates 

Humanitarian aid for slow 
disasters is timely, adequate 
and justly distributed, and 
reconstruction is sustainable

GCAP WILL WORK TO ENSURE THAT TOWARDS THIS END WE WILL ACT TO BY 2014, THESE ACTIONS WILL RESULT IN

Organize Climate Justice hearings 
– with special focus on women 
and socially excluded groups – 
organized across 35 countries, 
the results of which will feed into 
a ‘World Assembly of Climate 
Communities’ in the work leading 
to COP 17 (2011) and Rio+20 (2012)

Strengthen collaboration with 
networks such as GCCA and the 
People’s World Movement on 
Climate Change at the national 
level such as in relation to global 
days of action (11/11/11) and rapid 
response lobbying actions around 
the UNFCCC processes.

National advocacy plans and 
agreed on popular actions will 
drive climate justice campaigns in 
35 GCAP coalitions 

Community leaders from across 
five regions articulate their 
demands, lobby Governments and 
participate actively in the global 
civil society push for a global deal 
on climate change

International protocol on response 
to humanitarian disasters 
is reviewed and mechanism 
for immediate response and 
sustained reconstruction is put 
into place

As 20,000 people from all parts of the world gathered in Bolivia to attend the People’s World Summit on 
Climate Change, GCAP launched a Coalition of Climate Communities in a side event during the summit. 

“Communities who are living with the affects of Climate Change should not be seen as victims,” said 
Chrisitan Mamai, a representative of the community of Yakupacha in Cochabamba, Bolivia, “We are 
agents of change. Our traditional knowledge, our history of living in harmony with forests and nature 
means we have a significant contribution to make to combating climate change.” 

The Coalition will work to mobilise communities around the issue of climate change at both local, national 
and international level, to lobby for their voices to be a key part of the debate around climate justice. 

Recognising that in many cases women are more dependent on natural resources for their subsistence 
and as a result, have been more severly impacted by climate change, the GCAP event started with a 
presentation of the Women and Climate Change Tribunals organised by the Feminist Task Force (FTF) in 
November 2009. Ana Agostino, Co-Convenor of the FTF gave an overview of some of the testimonies and 
conclusions of the Tribunals which took place in India, Nepal, Pakistan, Botswana, Uganda, Nigeria and 
Brazil while Anita Nayar from DAWN made an overall presentation of the structural causes of climate 
change from a feminist perspective and Gabriela Segura Cárdenas, from GCAP México, presented 
experiences of the tribunal in Mexico with special emphasis on the situation of women.

“Had the 10,000 delegates at the World Climate Summit in 
Copenhagen planted trees the entire week, more probably would 
have come out of it.”

— Felix (12), Climate Justice Ambassador from Paehl, Germany

CLIMATE JUSTICE
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1. The systemisation of information that emerged from the GCAP Climate Justice Tribunals in 
2009 to identify key and cross cutting issues to develop a global campaign.

2. The continuation of events such as the Tribunals or Hearings to develop a space for the 
communities to share information and develop action plans. 

3. Media strategies to raise awareness of the role of Climate Communities. The document and 
video of the event will be available soon. 

GCAP also participated in the broader events related to the climate summit including 
the 17 working groups which came together to draft recommendations to world leaders 
around key issues such as Adaptation, Mitigation, Climate Debt, Kyoto Protocol, the 
development of an International Climate Crimes Tribunal, Indigenous People and 
Climate change and Action Strategies towards COP16 in Mexico. The results will be 
presented to all 192 Governments participating in the UNFCC process. 

The summit represented an unprecedented coming together of civil society 
representatives, scientists and a number of government delegates to discuss and 
reach consensus around key issues related to climate change. Over 20,000 people 
participated over the three days and a Peoples Agreement on Climate Change and 
Mother Earth Rights was launched which was later presented to the UNFCCC for 
inclusion in the ongoing climate negotiations.

A DRAFT STRATEGY FOR THE COALITION OF CLIMATE COMMUNITIES WAS 
DEVELOPED WHICH FOCUSED ON THREE KEY ISSUES

This was followed by a more general discussion around the Coalition of Climate 
Communities starting wiht presentations from a panel of GCAP representatives - 
Rocio Valdevellano (Peru), Patricio Larribe (Chile), Gabriela Segura Cardenas (Mexico) 
as well as two community leaders, Christian Mamani and Rita Bustamente, from the 
province of Cochabamba where the summit took place.

The panellists spoke of successful actions that had been taken by communities as agents 
for change in the debate around climate change. This included: a media campaign in 
Peru on “The Voices of Climate Change” which worked to raise awareness through the 
mainstream media on the reality of climate change in the country and the need to take 
urgent and concrete action to combat it ; a decision by the community of Yakyupacha 
in Bolivia to took legal action against the local government for the pollution of their 
land with the case leading to a declaration in favor of the community from the Bolivian 
Supreme Court and teh forming of a youth network in Mexico to mobilise young people 
and work together and participate in local actions around climate change. 

The “Chapultec Declaration was launched during the Forum which calls on Governments 
to agree to a second Kyoto commitment period 2013 – 2017 requiring governments 
worldwide to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases by 50%, stabilizing presence in 
the atmosphere to 300 ppm. A commitment was also made to draft a Universal Charter 
on the Rights of the Communities Affected and Displaced by Climate Change and to 
work together towards the organization of a Global Forum of Communities affected by 
Climate Change on the eve of COP17 in South Africa in 2011. 

On 10/10/10 people came together in 188 countries taking part in over 7000 events to 
get to work on the climate crisis during the world’s first ever “Global Work Party” with 
many GCAP national coalitions and consitutency groups taking part.

The message to world leaders was “If we can get to work on climate change, so  
can you.”

Climate actions continued throughout the week and GCAP marked 17 October by calling 
for Climate Justice to End Poverty and following up from the MDG Review Summit 
outcome document which recognised that “Addressing climate change will be of key 
importance in safeguarding and advancing progress towards achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals.” (para 26) and called upon the State to “take urgent global action 
to address climate change in accordance with the principles identified in the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) (para 77).

CLIMATE JUSTICE

The Communities Affected by Climate Change next convened at a Forum at COP16 in 
Mexico city, where GCAP Mexico took the lead, with regional and constituency based 
support and in partnership with other organisations, to:

•	 Strengthen the voice of communities affected by climate change as the 
sector with the most moral authority to demand and define an effective 
global policy on just and sustainable development, with a particular focus on 
the key role played by women in tackling climate change; 

•	 Provide an opportunity for communities to define and prepare their 
own policy demands and lobby their national delegation and monitor 
governments’ progress on its UNFCCC commitments;

•	 Contribute to raising awareness and sensitising public opinion to very real 
affects of climate change on the lives of communities across the world;

•	 Joining and promoting the mass mobilisations in Mexico City at embassies 
and other key sites in Mexico with a summary of demands one week before 
world leaders will meet in Cancun.
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A letter writing action marked the day with 
coalitions sending a letter both to the Government 
representative who attended the MDG Summit and 
the Minister for the Environment to send a clear 
message on the links between poverty eradication 
and climate justice.The letter was a call to action 
to leaders to show the same vision and courage 
illustrated by citizens all over the world on 10/10/10 
and to get to work on the climate crisis which is 
destroying livelihoods and the right to health, food, 
water and decent work.

The letter contained a number of recommendations 
based on the report “Climate Change Impacts on 
the Achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals: Can we Afford Not to Integrate?” produced 
by Realizing Rights, GCAP and the Global Campaign 
for Climate Action (GCCA) in September 2010. The 
report included testimonies from representatives 
of the Coalition of Climate Communities. 

GCAP demonstrated its actions on climate change 
when a climate crisis struck, with the earthquake 
in Haiti. “It’s amazing that this is happening to a 
people so poor and who have suffered so much, 
where scarcities are so huge and where there isn’t 
even any kind of leadership,” wrote Magaly Pineda 
of GCAP Dominican Republic which has been 
involved with supporting neighbouring Haiti deal 
with the unfolding humanitarian disaster. National 
coalitions around the world showed their solidarity 
with the people of Haiti, including 168.806GCAP 
South Africa, which was a driver of the “Africa 
for Haiti” campaign, promoting humanitarian 
donations from Africa. 

GCAP Malawi in collaboration with the Government 
of Malawi and other partners joined the rest of the 
world in commemorating World Environment Day  
in June 2011 under the theme ‘Forests: Nature 
at Your Service.’ The theme was chosen in view 
that 2011 is the International Year for Forests. 
The national event was commemorated at 
Malingunde Primary School in Lilongwe rural. 
The commemoration sought to give a human face 
to environmental issues and empower people, 
particularly women and other vulnerable groups 
to become active agents of sustainable and 
equitable development. As championed by GCAP, 
the commemoration advanced an understanding 
that communities are pivotal to changing 
attitudes towards environmental issues. The 
commemoration also acted as a tool for raising 
awareness and advocating for partnerships, which 
will ensure that people enjoy a safer and more 
prosperous future.

On the 1st of July 2010, we children handed over our “3 Point Plan” to 133 embassies 
throughout Berlin. We also put forward a challenge to the Government leaders, to 
reveal their plans and proposed solutions for the climate crisis and subsequently the 
procurement of a safe future. Unfortunately we were greatly disappointed when we 
received responses from just 11 of the countries that we had written to. 

In the meantime we are still working hard to keep planting trees and to run Academies 
around the world. Through Plant-for-the-Planet we aim to have trained 1,000,000 
Climate Justice Ambassadors, in 20,000 Academies around the world, by 2020. By 2020 
we also aim to have planted 1,000 billion trees worldwide. This year my friends and I 
have been in Africa, spreading the world and planting trees with the children there. I 
also gave a lecture in Spain and have plans for more lectures later in the year. What 
is now crucial is that we children keep working to get more and more people involved 
and build our global network. In 2007 I was alone with my idea, and started out with the 
help of just a handful of kids. Today in 2011, there are now more than 4,000 children 
giving speeches in dozens of countries and organising their own planting parties. As 
the word continues to spread and Plant-for-the-Planet grows bigger and stronger, the 
government leaders won’t be able to ignore our movement anymore!

yOUTH

Enke is an education, entrepreneurship and networking initiative aiming to reduce 
inequality in South Africa by connecting across social divides and equipping and 
inspiring young people to be leaders. We want to see a generation of young people 
who have the skills and self belief to fulfill their dreams for the future of the country, 
regardless of where they’re born. 

Enke participants go on a journey to develop self awareness and social responsibility. 
Each of these young leaders commit to running a 9 month Community Action Project 
which addresses the social issue they feel most passionately about. At the end of the 
2010 forum, delegate Meghan Daniels said, “I want to make sure more young people 
can make their mark”. She has now gone on to run a youth empowerment project 
in Khayalitsha teaching photography to future artists and photo-journalists. enke 
therefore presents an opportunity to make a relevant and measurable impact on society, 
by creating a mind shift and realisation in each young person that they don’t have to 
wait for anyone else for change to happen but they can do it themselves, inspiring them 
to turn passion into action.

ENKE’S VISION AND ASPIRATIONS FOR THE WORLD WE WANT TO SEE

YOUTH
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“Amazing seeing kids 
with fire in their bellies 

and idealism in their 
hearts... At some point 

age extinguishes that fire 
leaving a man only being 

a million miles from what 
they could become....”

– Ntuthuko Shezi

“We live in an age when to be young and to be indifferent can be 
no longer synonymous. We must prepare for the coming hour. The 

claims of the Future are represented by suffering millions; and 
the Youth of a Nation are the trustees of Posterity.”

– Mahatma Ghandi

Firstly, we envision a world where young people 
do not wait upon national governments and 
international institutions to make change happen, 
but take the initiative to be the change they want 
to see. Becoming socially accountable young 
people who are passionate about addressing 
social issues in their communities, country and 
world. That is, young people who will become 
leaders who uphold principles of good governance, 
public participation and public, social and  
democratic accountability.

Secondly, in order for us to build a world were 
young people are active in addressing social 
issues, we believe it is imperative for political 
decision makers to stop portraying and perceiving 
young people as problems but rather look at 
them as problem solvers. Many young people are 
‘Making Their Mark’ in their communities and such 
examples should be highlighted to encourage 
other youth to create and build the world they 
want to see.

1500 Sri Lankan youth formally registered, stood together, united, and formed the word “YOUTH” at the 
Grounds of the University of Colombo in the afternoon of International youth Day : 12 August, 2011 by 
creating a new World Record. Youth from many Institutions attended, including Global Change Makers 
of the British Council, SUNFO-GCAP, University of Colombo, SLMUN, Protract, Interact, AIESEC, IYV+10, 
Leo, Sri Lanka Youth and the Girl Guide Association. A message from the event was delivered to the UN 
Secretary General by the UNIC Officials after the event ended. 

Global Call to Action Against Poverty a Russian 
city of Nizhniy Novgorod helps people not only to 
protect their basic right for free medical care, but 
also helps to fulfill peoples’ dreams.

For 18 years old Alena Yamatina, a GCAP Coalition 
member in Nizhniy Novgorod, GCAP is the place 
where she got the chance to fulfill her lifelong 
dream – to become a hairdresser. Her story is 
another indicator of how important it is to know 
about your rights and not to be afraid to fight  
for them.

For Alena Yamatina, GCAP’s courses offered a 
gateway to a new life. Set up by the Territorial Self 
Governance Committee in Nizhniy Novgorod, these 
free courses offer young people an opportunity to 
start a new life. She’s always dreamed of making 
people beautiful so she did not hesitate to apply 
for the hairdressing course when GCAP invited 
her several years ago. Over the 7 months of 
training, she managed to continue her studies and 
complete her course. Without GCAP’s support, she 
would never have been able to attend the courses 
by herself as her family income is very low. One 
of 17 siblings (9 of which are biological and 8 are 
adopted), Alena’s family struggled to bring up 
their children. For 8 juvenile children they get 
2700 rubles of social aid per month per person 
(less than 100 USD). 

Alena received the highest (3rd) category given to 
hairdressers in Russia. She smiled; “GCAP helped 
me obtain a new profession and now I work in a 
beauty salon, earning my own living. I’ve had more 
than 300 customers. I’m not planning to stop. ”

Being a person in need, Alena understands the 
plight of other vulnerable people facing similar 
situations. That’s why she decided to contribute 
to GCAP’s work in 2010. For one month, she 
did hair of pensioners who visited GCAP for 
free. During the stand up against poverty days 
together with other members of GCAP, she visited 
regional villages and did peoples’ hair for free. 
For people in rural areas every penny counts, 
especially here, where simple haircut costs  
300-400 (10-12 USD) rubles.

“I’m always ready to take part in GCAP actions. And 
if there is a need to visit another village, it would 
be my pleasure to volunteer again”, Alena said. 

For Alena this course is a lifeline. One of her sisters 
is sick - she has infantile cerebral paralysis and 
they often need to apply for medical care. Thanks 
to GCAP Consulting Centre, Alena is now aware 
that her sister has the right to receive any kind of 
medical care for free. 

YOUTH
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PEACE&SECURITy
Control of military spending and 
corruption, domestic violence, 
crime, and military occupation
Social inclusion of indigenous 
communities; control of migration 
and xenophobia/racism

Protection of human rights work, 
and civil society space and right 
to information; de-criminalisation 
of activism, control of political 
repression

Accountability within the extractive 
industries, and environmental 
accounting, such as adding 
biodiversity to national measures 
of wealth

Social and Economic security, 
including the right to decent work, 
food and health 

GCAP WILL WORK TO ENSURE THAT TOWARDS THIS END WE WILL ACT TO BY 2014, THESE ACTIONS WILL RESULT IN

GCAP will join hands with other 
relevant networks in tracking and 
responding to the submission of 
the draft Declaration on Right of 
Peoples to Peace in Jan 2011

GCAP national coalitions 
in relevant countries will 
Collaborate with women’s and 
peace movements to review the 
implementation of Resolution 1325 
on the ground

GCAP campaigning on aid will 
include the review and critically 
highlight military goals and 
spending undertaken as part of 
foreign aid

Information campaigns on 
the Declaration on the Right 
of People’s to Peace’ will be 
undertaken across GCAP  
regional coalitions

Specific processes to strengthen 
Resolution 1325 will be 
undertaken across 10 countries

An analysis of aid related military 
expenditure will be undertaken 
and its impact on women and 
socially excluded groups will be 
developed and publicized

GCAP’s work on climate justice will 
highlight the linkages with conflict 
over natural resources and its 
impact on the poorest communities

GCAP will continue to support the 
rights of civil society activities 
who have face state repression or 
rights violations for their work on 
peace and human security

3 Armed violence reduction: enabling development, OECD DAC, 2009.

that underdevelopment can lead to insecurity and that freedom from 
violence is fundamental to effective development, still there is little 
analysis on how security can enhance human development. Although 
initiatives such as the Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and 
Development (2006) and the Oslo Commitments on Armed Violence 
and Development (2010) show that increased attention is being given 
to this issue, the international community needs to do more in order 
to effectively understand and address the issue of insecurity and 
armed violence and its linkages to development. 

We have seen in the last decades that the number of large global 
conflicts is decreasing constantly. Yet, violence and insecurity are 
growing at worrying pace around the world becoming a primary 
development challenge and many thriving economies remain 
plagued by epidemic levels of armed violence. Evidence shows that 
insecurity and violence are not confined to conflict zones, nor to 
countries defined as fragile or failing. In fact, two out of every three 
people killed by armed violence die in countries which are considered 
at peace. 

Armed violence, understood as ‘the use or threat of use of weapons 
to cause lesions, death or psychological damages, which harm 
development’,3 generates insecurity and more violence. It affects 
unconditionally every state in the world and its complex expressions 
need to be addressed through coordinated and concerted 
international, regional and local reduction policies and programs.

PEACE & SECURITY

While it is widely recognized that 
security is necessary for development, 
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ARmED vIOLENCE & DEvELOPmENT

4 The global burden of armed violence, Geneva Declaration Secretariat, 2009.
5 World Development Report 2011, Conflict, Security and Development, World Bank, 2011.
6 E. Ward, and A. Grant, Estimating the economic costs of injuries due to interpersonal violence in Jamaica, in “Manual for estimating the  
 economic costs of injuries due to interpersonal and self-directed violence”, World Health Organization, Geneva 2008, www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/ 
 pubmed/20441064.
7 Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary General for Children and Armed Conflict, Developments in Iraq, 2009,
 www.un.org/children/conflict/english/iraq, visited on 16/09/10. 
8 Ibid. 

PROPORTION OF 
JAMAICA’S TOTAL HEALTH 
EXPENDITURE FORFEITED 
IN LOST PRODUCTIVITY AS 
A RESULT OF 
VIOLENCE-RELATED 
INJURIES

NUMBER OF CHILDREN OF 
PRIMARY SCHOOL AGE WHO 
DO NOT ATTEND SCHOOL 
LARGELY DUE TO THE 
INSECURITY IN IRAQ

AMOUNT OF 
RESOURCES THAT 
COULD BE USED FOR 
VITAL DEVELOPMENT 
INVESTMENTS THAT ARE 
INSTEAD DIVERTED INTO 
ADDRESSING ARMED 
VIOLENCE 

PEOPLE LIVING IN 
AREAS AFFECTED BY 
FRAGILITY, CONFLICT 
OR LARGE-SCALE 
ORGANIZED CRIME

NUMBER OF LOW-INCOME FRAGILE OR 
CONFLICT-AFFECTED COUNTRIES THAT 
HAVE ACHIEVED AT LEAST ONE 
MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOAL

4

5
6

7

8

WHAT DOES THE EVIDENCE TELL US?

Armed violence kills over 740,000 people each year9; this is roughly the same as 
the number of people who die from malaria in the world’s poorest countries. At a 
conservative estimate, for every person killed another 10 are injured – many surviving 
with lifelong disability. 

Armed violence constitutes an ongoing humanitarian disaster, with major negative 
impacts on long-term development. It is estimated that armed violence costs up to 
$400 billion in lost productivity, with most perpetrators and victims being boys and men 
of school and working age10. 

Evidence tells us that reducing and preventing armed violence needs to be an essential 
element of any development plan.

WHAT CAN BE DONE?

Shared commitment to reduce the impact and incidence of armed violence is a 
foundation of the United Nations that aim ‘to maintain international peace and security, 
and to that end: to take effective collective measures for the prevention and removal of 
threats to the peace […]”.11 Although the Charter aims particularly at conflict situations 
between countries, evidence shows that in many regions today conflict is not the only 
threat to international peace and security. Countries around the world have a chance 
to re-establish that commitment to reflect the problems of violence in the 21st century.

The international community, supported by many states at all levels of development, 
have recognised that armed violence – both within and beyond conflict – must be 
addressed as a humanitarian and development priority. 

Action on Armed Violence believes that there are a number of concrete steps that 
countries can take in order to strengthen their commitment and take practical steps 
towards effective armed violence reduction. Countries can reduce armed violence to 
enhance development by strengthening their understanding of the linkages between 
armed violence and development, by acknowledging the human consequences of 
armed violence in the form of victims and survivors and by effectively targeting armed 
violence by including armed violence prevention and reduction policies and programs 
in their development plans.

PEACE & SECURITY

9 The global burden of armed violence, Geneva Declaration Secretariat, 2009.
10 Ibid.
11 UN Charter, Purposes and Principles, Chapter 1, UN, 1945.
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12 The Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development is a high-level diplomatic initiative designed to support states and  
 civil society actors to achieve measurable reductions in the global burden of armed violence in conflict and non-conflict settings  
 by 2015 and beyond. For more information on the review conference please visit: www.genevadeclaration.org/gdrevcon2011/ 
 gdrevcon2011. 

•	 Adhere to existing international and regional instruments that address 
this issue, such as the Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence (2006) and 
the Oslo Commitments on Armed Violence (2010).

•	 Participate in the 2nd Ministerial Review Conference of the Geneva 
Declaration on Armed Violence and Development in October 2011.12 The 
review conference offers countries an opportunity to present their action 
plans towards armed violence reduction and prevention as well as to call 
to other countries to strengthen their engagement. 

•	 Work with all relevant stakeholders to include armed violence reduction 
as a priority in their national development plans, supported where 
relevant by adequate aid. This can provide countries with sufficient 
resources to tackle the problem and ensures that the development 
community is included in the planning and programming.

•	 Reach out to key stakeholders at national and local level, including civil 
society and affected communities, to build inclusive working groups on 
armed violence and development that consider the problem in all its 
aspects and ensure that the issue is understood and tackled effectively.

•	 Commit to regular measuring and monitoring of armed violence to 
understand the problem and to build a culture of annual reporting on 
rates of armed violence through comprehensive national reports. 

•	 Work in partnership with civil society and representative groups for a 
clear articulation of the actions required to ensure victims and survivors 
of armed violence are able to fully realise their rights.

IN ORDER TO DO SO, COUNTRIES SHOULD

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO THE BEIJING PLATFORM FOR ACTION CALLED FOR INCREASED WOMEN’S 
PARTICIPATION IN CONFLICT RESOLUTION AND PEACEKEEPING, PEACE-BUILDING AND 
RECONSTRUCTION. It also called for the protection of women living in situations of armed and other 
conflicts, displaced women and refugees. Over the last decade, gains have been made at the UN with 
the Security Council putting in place a stronger normative framework on women’s participation in 
peace processes, the elimination of sexual violence in armed conflict, and the protection and promotion 
of women’s human rights. As part of the feminist task farce’s mobilization for Women’s Day in 2010, 
they brought attention to the progress made by women on peace and security issues, and also the 
challenges ahead. GCAP Feminist Task Force became members of the Women’s Leadership on Climate 
Justice network which is chaired by the Mary Robinson Foundation for Climate Justice (MRFCJ) and 
works as a knowledge and information sharing forum as well as a coordination space during global 
summits such as the COP16. 

Experiencing violence and living in a conflict 
area make the burden even harder.

In conflict situations, girls’ rights get little attention and are continuously violated.
 
Armed conflict kills and hurts children, disrupts their education, denies them access to much needed health 
services, and increases poverty, malnutrition and disease.
 
Conflict can also separate children from their parents, or force them to leave their homes.  In conflict, children 
can be forced to witness horrible violence against family members, friends, and neighbours. Children can 
also be forced into participating in conflict. 

PEACE & SECURITY
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The Universal Peace Federation and the Interreligious Federation for World Peace acknowledged PANE 
executive director, Eshetu Bekele Ambassador for peace. The Universal Peace Federation (UPF) is a 
global network dedicated to building a world of peace, with special focus on interfaith dialogue, peace 
education and services. The Foundation awards those individuals whose lives exemplifies the ideal of 
living for the sake of others; those who dedicate themselves to the practices which promote universal 
values, strong family life, interreligious cooperation, international harmony, renewal of the United 
Nations, a responsible public media and the establishment of a culture of peace.

The generosity shown by donors to finance the ongoing political process in the Palestinians 
territories is equally associated with disastrous economic policies, that increase the burden 
on the poor people of Palestine. Over 35% of the budget goes to security services; much 
foreign aid is directed straight into this sector. In the last three years, nearly $392 million 
has gone to training a battalion of only 2500 troops; much of this is earmarked to ‘develop’ 
the border between the Gaza Strip and Egypt. This militarization directly undermines 
efforts by the people of Palestine for social development, and to escape the cycle of poverty. 
GCAP, nationally and globally, calls on political leaders to end militarization. 

Civil Society Space
The first decade of the 21st century has been particularly hard for civil society and human 
rights defenders. Negative global trends that began soon after 9/11 have come to a 
head as governments continue to encroach on fundamental freedoms through harsh 
security measures and other legal and policy restrictions. The relentless onslaught on 
civil society space has persisted in 2010–2011. 

Overzealous officials and law makers in longstanding democracies, emerging 
democracies and in overtly authoritarian countries have relentlessly chipped away 
at democratic freedoms curbing the ability of civil society to ensure transparency, 
accountability and respect for human rights in the public sphere. A major area of 
concern is the introduction of laws to regulate civil society activities, including the 
ability to establish organisations freely and carry out regular functions without official 
interference from places as diverse as Yemen and Cambodia. Moreover, moves have 
been afoot in a number of Latin American countries (but not limited to them) to restrict 
international cooperation activities and foreign funding for civil society groups. 

CIVICUS Civil Society Index findings from the 2008–2011 phase report that 47% 
respondents in 25 geographically and politically diverse countries believe that the laws 
in their country are ‘quite limiting’ for civil society activities. Additionally, a number 
of high ranking officials including heads of government and state have made highly 
critical pronouncements about the positioning and role of civil society which are having 
severely negative consequences in civil society interface with public officials. Notably, 
a number of western democracies have drastically slashed public spending for civil 
society groups as punishment for challenging their domestic and foreign policies.

CIVIL SOCIETY SPACE
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Another common occurrence is the rising number 
of motivated prosecutions of civil society activists 
resulting in their imprisonment through flawed 
trials to prevent them from continuing their work 
in countries ranging from Zimbabwe to India. 
Physical attacks, torture, harassment of family 
members is rife which makes civil society work a 
highly risky endeavour in many places as recently 
witnessed in the pro-democracy movements that 
have flowered in the Middle East and North Africa 
region. In many cases, civil society members have 
paid the highest price for their work and beliefs 
through targeted assassinations by both state and 
non-state actors. Although a common occurrence 
in Columbia and the Philippines, this phenomenon 
is more widespread than is reported in the 
mainstream media. In many cases, investigations 
are not conducted properly and the perpetrators 
continue to evade justice. Brutal crackdowns on 
peaceful assemblies are another major area of 
concern with heavy handed tactics being employed 
by security forces to suppress calls for greater 
democratic freedoms.

From Cape Town to Cairo, Managua to Manila 
and New York to Moscow, civil society has 
increasingly found itself cornered and impeded 
in its quest to make social and political systems 
fairer, just and more equitable as restrictive 
measures and undemocratic practices have 
multiplied. CIVICUS’ own monitoring, as well as 
reports by well respected groups from across the 
globe, report sharp spikes in the frequency and 
intensity of attacks on civil society. CIVICUS has 
observed in a report on the Clampdown on Civil 
Society Space in 2009-2010 that, “what began as 
a knee jerk reaction to a horrific event in 2001 
(9/11), assumed a life of its own by the end of 
the decade when the full force of the unrelenting 
onslaught on fundamental freedoms through 
security and other regulatory measures assumed  
global prominence”.13 

What began as a knee jerk reaction to a horrific event in 
2001 (9/11), assumed a life of its own by the end of the 
decade when the full force of the unrelenting onslaught 
on fundamental freedoms through security and other 
regulatory measures assumed global prominence”. 

Nevertheless, in the overall negative climate for civil 
society, there are some welcome developments. 
The Universal Periodic Review of the UN Human 
Rights Council has emerged as a key platform to 
highlight concerns about civil society freedoms. It 
is a unique process that involves a review of the 
human rights record of all UN member states and 
so far all states have taken this process seriously. 
Civil society has an important place in this process 
to submit reports about countries under review.14

A landmark resolution on the freedom of peaceful 
assembly and association was passed at the UN 
Human Rights Council at the end of September 
2010. The resolution, supported by a diverse group 
of countries, was passed unanimously. It calls upon 
UN member states to abide by their international 
human rights obligations and establishes a Special 
Rapporteur on the Freedom of Peaceful Assembly 
and Association. The resolution was achieved 
after sustained lobbying and engagement by 
the Community of Democracies Working Group 
on Enabling and Protecting Civil Society, which 
includes a number of governments and key civil 
society groups. 

In 2011 and beyond, civil society needs to build 
on these significant positive steps to reclaim the 
space that has been lost over the past few years. 
It will require concerted and consolidated actions 
at the local, regional and international levels. It 
is therefore vital that the issue of shrinking civil 
society space is continually taken up at major 
decision making platforms and at bi-lateral 
forums. Two big events slated for the latter part 
of 2011 where issues regarding the operational 
environment for civil society need be taken up 
in earnest are the High Level Forum on Aid 
Effectiveness in Busan, South Korea (HLF-4) and 
the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
in Durban, South Africa (COP 17). 

Additionally, it is vital to reexamine the division 
between advocacy and service delivery civil society 
groups. A number of groups traditionally viewed as 
development or service delivery have now had to 
incorporate human rights and advocacy into their 
work. CSOs have affirmed this through the ‘Istanbul 
Principles’ on CSO Development Effectiveness 
developed after extensive consultations by civil 
society groups across the globe (Open Forum 
for CSO Development Effectiveness 2010).15 The 
first principle for effective development is titled: 
‘Respect and Promote Human Rights and Social 
Justice’. Thus, the convergence of mission among 
groups that previously identified themselves in 
different terms may actually present another 
opportunity for the strengthening of civil society as 
organisations increasingly work toward a unified 
set of goals.

But to make an enabling environment for  civil society a 
living reality, alliance building, information sharing and 
coordinated lobbying and advocacy across borders is key.

CIVIL SOCIETY SPACE

13 Civil Society: The Clampdown is Real, Global Trends 2009-2010, CIVICUS http://www.civicus.org/content/CIVICUS-Global_ 

 trends_in_Civil_Society_Space_2009-2010.pdf

14  Website on the Office of the UN High Commissioner on53html 
15 http://www.cso-effectiveness.org/IMG/pdf/ final_istanbul_cso_development_effectiveness_principles_footnote.pdf54
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National Confederation of Dalit Organisations 
(NACDOR) led a Dignity March on December 5th, 
from Ramlila Maidan to Parliament. Led by the 
Dalits, the socially excluded from all over India 
came together in Delhi to submit  a charter of 
demands highlighting their plights, issues and 
concerns to the Parliament and the Prime Minister 
of the country. This year, apart from other issues 
of concern to the socially excluded, the Dignity 
March highlighted issues related to improvements 
in MNREGA, Food Security and Child Rights 
and it submitted its charter of demands to 
the Prime Minister and ten ministries of the 
central government.

Dalits, who alone form one sixth population of 
India, face societal exclusion based on their birth 
in castes that are traditionally considered low, 
polluted and untouchables. They are stigmatized 
by the fellow citizens and for centuries unknown 
had been prohibited from education, ownership 
of assets/wealth/ material well being and other 
necessary things that are fundamental to human 
development. This all now has been declared 
illegal and attracts punishment under the new 
Constitution that India adopted as a Sovereign, 
Secular, Socialist and Democratic republic in 1950, 
but the legacy of social exclusion, untouchability, 
hatred, humiliation and deprivation that Dalits 
used to face continues. 

SOCIAL INCLUSION
Dalits have significantly low literacy and attainment 
rates as compared to the national/ regional 
average. Exclusion and denial of education rights 
of Dalits children, especially Dalit girls’ are 
critical impediment in universal education in the 
many regions. Exclusion of Dalits girls’ and boys 
in schools persist due to their caste background 
and they face humiliating treatment not only from 
their peers but also at the hands of the teachers, 
support staff and even educational authorities. 
This treatment discourages children from Dalit 
community to access their educational rights 
and often they drop out from school before they 
complete their education. Daily taunts, abusive 
and humiliating behavior of the peers and by 
others creates anxiety, low self-esteem, lack 
of confidence and sense of inferiority among  
the Dalit children. 

IN ADDITION TO THIS, overwhelming majority 
of Dalits in Bundelkhand are landless people 
and largely depend on agricultural labour. 
Bundelkhand is a draught prone area and regular 
drought in the region make them further vulnerable 
and they are compelled to accept unacceptable 
behaviors towards them and their children by the 
fellow citizens. 

Centre for Alternative Dalit Media (CADAM) and National Confederation of Dalit 
Organisations (NACDOR), which began their work in this region in 2009, observed: 

•	 Discrimination with Dalits children was rampant in the classroom and in 
society, which discouraged Dalit children to continue their education

•	 Dalit children, especially, girls were often asked to clean and sweeping 
the floor in the school by the teaching and non-teaching staff and hence 
discouraging and disempowering them to continue in the school

•	 Separate sitting arrangement in classes and during the Mid-day-Meal 
services also affecting mind-set of the children adversely 

•	 With lame excuses, Dalit children were denied their admission in the 
government primary school 

•	 Parents of Dalit children, most of them being illiterate, oppressed and 
subjugated under the local practices, were unable to assert equal dignity 
and rights of their children. 

NACDOR / CADAM initiated a community based intervention in 200 villages of 8 
districts of Bundelkhand region of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. Since 2010, 
Bundelkhand Shiksha Abhiyaan has proved to be instrumental in increasing the 
enrollment and retention of the Dalits Children, especially Dalits girls in government 
primary schools. In the first of the intervention 824 out of school children have been 
enrolled from 200 villages in the region. Retention rate of the children has improved 
by 20% and currently it is 70 percent. 

Building self esteem through community mobilisation has helped Dalit children and 
their parents to mount pressure on the school management. The organization has 
facilitated in forming 160 NACDOR Village Dalit Education Committee (NDVECs) in the 
villages, which are play important roles in safeguarding the rights of Dalit children. 

SOCIAL INCLUSION
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The intervention has been instrumental in sensitizing the Education Service Providers 
& Functionaries in the region. Now they are also making efforts to address the education 
entitlements of the Dalits children. District Education Department functionaries have 
even issued instruction letters to school management stating to support the leaders 
of the NACDOR in addressing their concerns related to education rights/entitlements. 
This instruction letter itself is a positive sign of enhancing the sensitivity among the 
service providers and functionaries towards education agenda of the Dalits children 
in the region. 

Strategies helped in bringing changes:

•	 Organizing & mobilizing the Dalit groups, with them being in the centre 
and including everyone for universal attainment of education. 

•	 Changing mind-set through awareness and capacity enhancement of the 
Dalits and building a leadership cadre 

•	 Case documentation of discrimination/violation and follow up towards it 
logical end

•	 Coordination and Institutional Liaising with the district & block 
administration and functionaries

Though the intervention has been only for one year, the results are visible and it has 
galvanized the Dalit Community and they have created their own community platform 
to sustain the efforts. Even Dalits from the nearby districts are approaching NACDOR/
CADAM to initiate efforts in their districts as well. 

The Basic Needs Foundation in Uganda promotes social inclusion for people with 
mental illnesses. It developed a system that gets the people activated and aware 
of their rights. BNFU then makes sure that they are empowered by getting them 
involved in society. We believe and have seen that there is nothing more crippling 
than isolation. This is key because we have found that people with Mental illness often 
will choose not to access treatment in order to avoid the taunts of neighbors. Some 
achievements include capacity building and group strengthening efforts yielded great 
results. In January 2010 only 39.02% households had capacity to manage enterprise 
compared to 98% of the households by the end of the project. Participation of users 
in the management of each enterprise started under this project was reported at 
100% compared to only 20% at the beginning of the project. The total land under use 
increased by a third from 768.275 acres registered at the beginning to 1024.110 acres. 
Again this result is a good sign of improved food security. Approximately 26.2% of the 
farmers had practiced any soil and water conservation techniques on their land at the 
beginning of the project. However, with the acquisition of skills in such techniques as 
patch gardening, 45% families were saved from losing their entire crop by planting 
patches of their land at different rain intervals.

SOCIAL INCLUSION
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bEyOND 2015
Civil society around the world emphasizes the need for a new global vision for the 
people and the planet that is radical, ambitious and universal:

•	 that is strongly rooted in and uses International Human Rights 
instruments as the basis for accountability

•	 that is universal in its application across the north and the south and 
addresses the redistribution of wealth

•	 that empowers communities on the ground to claim their entitlements 

•	 that aims at equity and makes explicit commitments towards women and 
traditionally excluded groups

•	 that is holistic and addresses the issues of human rights, inequality, 
gender justice and environmental sustainability 

•	 that is led by the United Nations (as opposed to other global fora such  
as the G20)

Between now and the end of 2015, we will work together to develop a unifying, coherent 
global agenda and take action to influence the positions of national governments and 
the United Nations. Moreover, we call on the UN Secretary General to provide personal 
leadership on the post-2015 agenda.

USE THE YEAR 2012 TO CHANGE COURSE TOWARDS THE WORLD WE WANT

Instead of further concentrating political attention and resources into the hands of the 
wealthy and running down the course of “beggar-thy-neighbour” competitions, the 
world leaders must renew their commitments to cooperating to meet and exceed the 
MDGs, while also using the year 2012, especially the opportunity of Rio+20, to start 
dialogues for a bold and progressive development goals for the post-2015 era, which 
aim at the pro-poor transformation of social relationships from the household all the 
way up to international political economy, the realization of rights and equality, the 
protection and enhancement of public goods at all levels, as well as meeting specific 
numerical targets in key areas that matter most to the women, men and children 
living in poverty. To do these, the mobilization of necessary resources, domestic 
and international, must be made systematic, automatic and mandatory rather than 
continuing to rely on voluntary and arbitrary goodwill contributions by governments 
and corporations. — GCAP Japan

BEYOND 2015
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