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INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVE OF THE EVENT 

The National Conference on SDGs Voluntary National Review and Post HLPF Scenario was 
held on Thursday, July 25, 2019, in Islamabad Hotel. Professionals from the development 
sector’s organizations including NGOs/INGOs, from the private sector, civil society 
organizations, media, young people, transgenders, members and representatives from the 
National Parliamentary Task Force on SDGs and from the Planning Commission of Pakistan 
attended the conference. In total there were 58 participants. Before the commencement of the 
conference, the registration of the participants was ensured. Mr. Zia-ur-Rehman- Chief Executive 
of AwazCDS and National Coordinator of Pakistan Development Alliance formally started the 
conference by acknowledging the roles of Action For Sustainable Development and Global Call 
to Action Against Poverty for their financial support for the national conference. He, along with 
the member Board of Director of AwazCDS and Chief Executive of SEDA, Mr. Khalid Naeem, 
welcomed the following speaker guests: 

1. Mr. Chaudhry Muhammad Shafique (Executive Director: Parliamentarians Commission 
for Human Rights) 

2. Ms. Munazza Gillani (CD- Sightsavers) 
3. Mr. Shakeel Ahmed (ACD-UNDP) 
4. Mr. Ali Kemal (Representative SDGs Unit Planning Commission of Pakistan) 
5. Mr. Hashim Bilal (CD- VSO Pakistan) 
6. Ms. Nafeesa Khattak (Member National Parliamentary Task Force on SDGs) 
7. Ms. Ghazala Saifi (Member National Parliamentary Task Force on SDGs) 

After welcoming the guests and participants, Mr. Zia shared the objective of the event that 
included the update and progress on what Pakistan and the civil society has done so far on the 
implementation of SDGs in Pakistan. The processes that were conducted for the Voluntary 
National Review of SDGs and what the Government of Pakistan and the civil society have 
presented in the high-level political forum. 

After the introductory session, Mr. Chaudhry Muhammad Shafique (ED- Parliamentarians 
Commission for Human Rights), being remained a key person in building a collaboration 
between Pakistan Development Alliance, Pakistan Parliamentarian Commission for Human 
Rights, National Human Rights Commission, the Donor Communities and the National Task 
Force on SDGs, was requested to present his insight on the VNR process. He was also requested 
to share the role of 104 organizations under PDA across the country who took part in this 
journey. Mr. Shafique highlighted that the purpose was to bring forth the coordinated response 
from Pakistan as a state and to come up with a collective national voice.  He further appreciated 
the collective work and effort done by the government, the subcommittees that the government 
has built on SDGs, SDGs Unit of Ministry of Planning, UNDP, and National Parliamentary Task 
Force on SDGs that is ultimately benefiting the citizens of Pakistan. While discussing the VNR 
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report, he mentioned that it is 
very important to look upon the 
socio-cultural context of the 
country and to prioritize the 
sustainable development goals 
accordingly.  

While reflecting upon the 
purpose of the event and to 
provide the details in more 
depth, Mr. Zia preceded the 
event with the history of VNR 

and SDGs. He elaborated that in September 2015, after the adoption of 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and SDGs by the Heads of State under the aegis of UN General 
Assembly, Government of Pakistan adopted SDGs as National Development Goals in March 
2016. He further said that it is considered as a great landmark achieved by the Government of 
Pakistan and because of this the SDGs champion minister of that time was also globally 
awarded. This further contributed in the development of SDGs secretariat, SDGs task forces and 
SDGs unit. Overall, in a nutshell, a structural investment related to SDGs was done by the 
Government of Pakistan. In March 2018, the Government of Pakistan also came up with the 
national priority indicators framework which was approved by Pakistan’s National Economic 
Council and it was further strengthened by the SDGs task forces and Planning and Development 
Commission of Pakistan. But at the same time, it was realized that the grassroots level 
people/masses and civil society are not that much engaged in the process. At that time, Pakistan 
Development Alliance, the alliance of 104 organizations came forward across the country and 
decided to engage more masses in the process. The purpose was to let the people make aware of 
what SDGs are about, to train and to build the capacity of the civil society organizations and to 
engage them in the whole process. After that, the first assessment was done in March 2018 that 
was published with the title; Where Pakistan stands on SDGs? The assessment was carried on the 
efforts done by the government on SDGs and what is the perspective and thoughts of civil 
society in this regard. The assessment was published and disseminated among various concerned 
stakeholders and the masses were also engaged in this regard. He further mentioned that during 
our initial assessment we strongly realized that people in general and government, CSOs, media 
and private sector officials in particular do not know about SDGs and its concept. It was further 
realized that there is a need to unpack the definition of SDGs and to inform people in the simple 
language that what SDGs stands for?  Therefore, efforts were made to translate the SDGs for 
common people into a simple language. Moreover, he emphasized, in Pakistan the issue right 
now is that there is a translation of global goals and targets only. No translation of indicators has 
been done so far and moreover, along with the National Economic Council, the commitment 
made by the Government of Pakistan for the national priority indicators framework, translation 
of that commitment has also not done for the common masses.  

‘We need to prioritize the 
targets and indicators of 

SDGs in the socio-cultural 
context of the country’ 

Mr. Chaudhry Muhammad 
Shafique (ED-

Parliamentarians 
Commission for Human 

Rights) 
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Mr. Zia highlighted that we did the translation with global and national priority indicators which 
was further disseminated among the masses. He said that it can further be shared and 
disseminated among more people and it is available on the website of AwazCDS-Pakistan as 
well. He further added that when the global goals were adopted by the UN, at the same time the 
HLPF was also established for it. HLPF was established with the purpose of doing the 
accountability of the states who have adopted SDGs. Because the states are autonomous and do 
not give permission even to the UN to do their accountability, therefore, the process of 
accountability were named as Voluntary National Review. The VNR came into existence with 
the purpose that the states are voluntarily presenting themselves for the accountability. It was 
decided that every year some countries around some SDGs will present their report in the HLPF 
of UN. HLPF was constituted under the aegis of UN’s Economic and Social Council. Every year 
in New York the meeting takes place in the month of July in which government of different 
countries are asked to present the progress report on SDGs.  

Mr. Zia added that we were requesting the Government of Pakistan from the last four years to 
present the VNR report. In 2018, the Government of Pakistan decided to be a part of VNR which 
is considered as a big achievement of the current government. The Planning Commission of 
Pakistan was also contacted to join hands together in order to move forward in the VNR process. 
He appreciated the positive response received from the Planning Commission of Pakistan for 
allowing to do the VNR process at the district level. It was further mentioned by him that the 
government designed its own national report that was also presented in the UN and we as a civil 
society worked on the 42 districts and developed a VNR process report that includes national, 
regional and provincial findings as well as findings from AJK and Gilgit Baltistan. The report is 
also available online on AwazCDS website. 

Moreover, responding to the queries raised by Mr. Shafique, Mr. Zia mentioned that every year 
for VNR it is not important that every country present their VNR report in the UN. State/ 
Representative from the country presents the VNR report voluntarily. This year around 53 
countries opted to present their VNR report in the UN. This is a cycle of four years in which 
every country has to present its report. In the first cycle, 46 countries did not present their VNR 
report including America and countries from Africa. Whereas, Canada, Australia, Netherlands, 
UK, Germany are some of the countries who presented their VNR report. Every year the UN 
selects some goals and after that, the countries are supposed to present a VNR report on those 
selected goals by the UN. This year the goals that were selected focused on Goal 4 ( Quality 
Education), Goal 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth), Goal 10 (Reduce Inequality), Goal 13 
(Climate Action), Goal 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions) and Goal 17 (Partnerships for 
the Goals). The government and civil society of Pakistan were supposed to present the report on 
these selected goals and therefore the civil society started the consultative process in this regard. 
The final report from the Government of Pakistan was not really appreciated because goal 4 that 
is related to education, goal 10 that is related to inequality and goal 16 that focuses on peace, 
human rights, governance and accountability were not considered for reporting. Education is one 
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of the biggest issues and challenges in the country. Although the work and effort done by the 
government on education are huge but it was not collected and no reflection was given on it in 
the official report. Also, according to the civil society voice’s report, 35 % of people from across 
the country acknowledged the role of government in goal 4. This should have been reflected in 
the VNR report. It was further highlighted by him that other than Sindh, people from KP, Punjab, 
GB, and AJ&K were quiet happy from the work and efforts done by the government on 
education. This must have been mentioned in the official report of the government. Coming 
towards goal 10 i.e. to reduce inequality, the government is running a huge EHSAAS program 
which is contributing in reducing the inequalities in the country. But no space was given to goal 
10 in the report as well. He further said that the government is doing huge efforts but it is not 
reflecting in the official report. Along with goal 4 and goal 10, goal 16 that deals with Peace, 
Justice, and Strong Institutions, was also not mentioned in the report.  

Mr. Zia further mentioned that civil society has raised the concern at all forums and we as a civil 
society always try to discuss it on every possible forum to provide with the reflections for the 
consideration. The report presented 
by the civil society has covered the 
above mentioned three goals along 
with the other goals which were also 
presented globally on the behalf of 
the civil society of Pakistan. He said 
that we also got a chance to present 
the report to the UN Secretary-
General to consider it on the behalf 
of Pakistan. He also shared that the 
statement was also read at UNHLPF 
on behalf of Pakistan CSOs (The 
statement is given in the annexure part of this report) 

DISCUSSIONS, CHALLENGES, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

After giving the brief introduction of the background, the pictorial document was presented by 
Ms. Marium Amjad (Campaign Manager- AwazCDS) to the audience that showed the glimpse of 
citizen’s voices from national to regional and global level. The third session of the event started 
off in which Mr. Zia appreciated Mr. Khalid Naeem (BoD- AwazCDS) who remained a key 
person for supporting in AJK and Gilgit Baltistan areas. He was also appreciated for playing a 
key role in connecting with the organizations working with Persons With Disabilities for VNR 
process. Mr. Khalid was further requested to give his reflections on Voluntary National Review 
and Sustainable Development Goals. Mr. Khalid initiated his speech while congratulating Mr. 
Zia for the successful completion of the report and presenting it at a global level. While focusing 
on the importance of SDGs and providing with future recommendations, the one important factor 

‘Pakistan CSOs statement 
was presented on VNR 
process at UNHLPF. 

Government should have 
reported on goal 4, 10 and 

16 of SDGs’ 

 Mr. Zia-ur-Rehman (CE- 
AwazCDS & National 

Coordinator- PDA) 
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highlighted by him was to 
always learn the lessons from 
the past.  Apart from this, he 
continued his speech while 
addressing the vulnerable groups 
especially Persons With 
Disabilities, to have them the 
right of access to information 
related to SDGs. He further 
emphasized that the voices of 
PWDs must be include in the 

reports and processes of VNR. 

After the completion of Mr. Khalid’s speech, Mr. Zia requested Ms. Munazza Gillani (CD- 
Sightsavers), who played a key role in providing access to reach to the PWDs, to reflect on VNR 
and SDGs. Ms. Munazza started her speech from the introduction of Sightsavers, the 
International Non-Governmental Organization working in Pakistan since 1985. The organization 
is working on the right protection and empowerment of PWDs. Related to this; she said that in 
the VNR process, the Sightsavers became the partner with the PDA and AwazCDS. She further 
added that our main objective was to include the voices of vulnerable groups of the society in the 
VNR report. The journey started off two years before when Sightsavers, along with SEDA and 
with other partners initiated a shadow reporting with the support of UNCRPD. During the 
process of shadow reporting and consultations at national, provincial and district level, it was 
realized that there is a dire need to raise awareness about these conventions and SDGs. It was 
also realized that the community of PWDs are less aware and has little access to the information 
related to SDGs. She further highlighted, although Persons With Disabilities have no access to 
communication and information, they are also lacking the opportunities in their areas and sphere 
of life where they can participate in such processes. She said that this is not only limited to 
Persons With Disabilities, but it was also observed that government officials were also not aware 
of SDGs. These observations and findings were documented and it was realized that there is a 
need to put a lot of effort into it. Therefore, along with government organizations and 
NGOs/INGOs partners, Sightsavers started working on the awareness-raising sessions and 
capacity building programs. Along with the collaboration with SEDA, several capacity building 
workshops were arranged at the district level to raise awareness about SDGs and it was further 
highlighted to realize that why it is important to include the voice of PWDs in the SDGs. She 
further added that with the collaboration with DFID and partner organizations at national and 
provincial level, the global disability summit that was held on July 2018 was organized and 
viewed as a satellite event. She said that, during the consultations we came to know that a lot of 
work has to be done in order to include the voice of PWDs in the implementation of important 
Sustainable Development Goals. Moving towards the end, she thanked Mr. Zia-ur-Rehman (CE- 
AwazCDS & National Coordinator- PDA), Mr. Chaudhry Muhammad Shafique (ED- 

  
‘Vulnerable groups especially 
Persons With Disabilities must 

have the right of access to 
information and their voices 

must be include in every 
process of VNR of SDGs’ 

  
Mr. Khalid Naeem (BoD- 

AwazCDS-Pakistan) 
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Parliamentarians Commission for Human Rights), Pakistan Development Alliance and all other 
stakeholders to support in the VNR process and appreciated to document the recommendations 
given at national, provincial and district level in the report of VNR. She also thanked for the 
invitation of partner organizations in the consultation for VNR purpose and dealt with the 
mobilization challenges faced by them. She also acknowledged and thanked government 
especially the Ministry of Planning, Development, and Reforms to facilitate and cohost in the 
national disability-focused VNR consultation workshops. She further appreciated the efforts of 
Mr. Shahid Naeem (Chief SDGs Section Planning Commission of Pakistan) and Ms. Kanwal 
Shauzeb (Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Planning, Development & Reforms) to participate 
in the workshops and consultations and fulfilling the commitments with the Persons With 
Disabilities and, for reporting and incorporating the recommendations in the report. Moreover, 
she mentioned that the outcome of the overall process is that a strong reference is available 
regarding Persons With Disabilities at 16 different places in the government’s VNR report that 
were highly appreciated by Ms. Munazza.  

Coming towards the way forward, 
Ms. Munazza mentioned that the 
Sightsavers and all those INGOs 
working on the persons with 
disabilities and vulnerable groups, 
we will focus on developing a joint 
advocacy strategy that will not be 
limited to the bookshelves and 
papers only but it will also be 
implemented. She further mentioned 
that in this regard we are working 
with the head offices of Sightsavers 
and other fundraising institutions to raise funds for that so that it may come in the form of joint 
and collective program for implementation. There is also a strong reference present related to 
Persons With Disabilities in the next five years strategic plan of the Ministry of Planning, 
Development, and Reforms. She highlighted that Sightsavers’ next step is to maintain this follow 
up process with the Ministry of Planning on a regular basis to ensure and to implement the 
commitments that are mentioned in the plan.  

In the end, Ms. Munazza highlighted the most important factor of self-accountability in her 
speech. She mentioned that we as an INGO and as a citizen of Pakistan, it is our first utmost 
responsibility that how we are going to integrate and align SDGs in our programs and 
specifically the programs that are related to vulnerable groups. Adding more to it, she said that it 
is also very important to realize that how we are incorporating SDGs in the designing and 
implementation phases of the programs related to vulnerable groups. Moreover, she added that 
the mechanism of self-accountability is the most important factor from where the journey begins.  

‘Sightsavers with all those 
INGOs working on the 
persons with disabilities 
and vulnerable groups 

will focus on developing a 
joint advocacy strategy 
for implementation of 

SDGs’. 

Ms. Munazza Gillani 
(CD- Sightsavers) 
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After the completion of Ms. Munazza’s speech, Mr. Zia requested Mr. Shakeel Ahmed (ACD- 
UNDP) to reflect upon the VNR process and to suggest the way forward. Mr. Shakeel started his 
speech by thanking and congratulating Mr. Zia and the AwazCDS for all the efforts that have 
been made in collecting the voices and feedback of the communities and made it a part of the 
report. During his speech, he wished that the findings of this report would have been included in 
the main VNR report. He said that it was the initial objective in the start of the efforts but 
nevertheless, as we have the citizen’s voices report in front of us that can be used in the future 
endeavors. He mentioned that VNR is one of the activities and commitments that the government 
showed at the global level to commit to achieving the SDGs. He further added that the VNR 
report should be comprehensive, it should at least reflect on the realities of the ground level and 
situations of the particular country. Having said that, he mentioned that VNR is one of the 
instruments which one can use to conduct and assess the measures government has taken towards 
the SDGs. The most important point is the challenges that how the government fulfilled those 
commitments that have been shared in the VNR report. He further emphasized that the civil 
society can play a much more substantive role in taking forward the SDGs agenda in Pakistan. 
For that, he suggested to set up a recall for civil society platform. He mentioned that the SDGs 
unit is a platform which UNDP is supporting with the Planning Commission and right now there 
are seven SDGs support units. Mostly these SDGs support units are part of government both at 
the federal level and provincial level. He suggested that we should have similar platforms for 
civil society as well as for the private sectors. This will be discussed with the private sector to 
make their own platforms but the civil society platform is very important. He further mentioned 
that we have a platform in Quetta, Balochistan where UNDP is providing support in terms of 
technical support. It was highlighted that such type of platforms should be convened by civil 
society.  

Moving towards the challenges, Mr. 
Shakeel mentioned that one of the 
challenges is how to make the civil 
society platform representative which 
would provide more concrete kind of 
inputs? He further highlighted that 
from the UNDP platform he would be 
very supportive of civil society 
platform and these civil society 
platforms must conduct a regular 
meeting (monthly or quarterly). He 
further suggested that along with the 
federal level, the provincial level must also be included as the actual action and implementation 
is always taken place at the provincial level.  

‘How to make the platform 
of civil society 

representatives and how to 
put the SDGs into actions 

are the two main challenges 
that need attention’. 

 
Mr. Shakeel Ahmed- ACD-

UNDP 
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Another challenge highlighted by Mr. Shakeel focused on how to put the SDGs into actions? The 
one issue that was highlighted by him was linked with the public service delivery system. He 
gave the example that if we compare Pakistan with Bangladesh and other countries; perhaps the 
overall governance indicators are the same but then why Bangladesh is good in terms of the 
social sector indicators? The Human Development Index of Bangladesh is also exceeding than 
Pakistan. One should also look into these matters that how the delivery systems can be improved 
on the ground and there perhaps we see the role of civil society. If the civil society platforms get 
established one can also highlight such kind of discussions in dialogues.  

Mr. Zia acknowledged the suggestions that were given by Mr. Shakeel. He said that we will 
further strengthen the existing platform and we will try to engage and welcome more civil 
society organizations to join the PDA. He further highlighted that PDA already covers 104 
organizations having the representatives from across the country and we are looking forward to 
more civil society organizations to join us. Moreover, he added that more we will be connected 
together, more we will be able to take the agenda of SDGs strongly. 

Mr. Zia further requested Mr. Ali Kemal (Representative SDGs Unit Planning Commission of 
Pakistan) to reflect upon the processes as well as the contributions that were made. Mr. Ali 

continued and endorsed Mr. 
Shakeel’s point of view by adding 
that we must have a target wise and 
goal wise civil society platforms. He 
said that the platforms can either be 
established based upon the four 
dimensions i.e. social, economic, 
environment and governance or it 
should be goal-wise or target-wise 
platforms that should cover all the 
aspects.  He further supported this 

point by giving an example of population growth rate. He mentioned that if we look at the 
population growth rate, then it contributes positively to some of the indicators and at the same 
time it acts as a negative contributor to the other indicators. He further said that the existing 
SDGs units are mostly coordinating with the government agencies but we are further linking 
with the parliament and parliamentarians task forces.   

Coming towards the VNR process, Mr. Ali mentioned that all the consultations done at the 
provincial level, federal administrative areas and in Islamabad were led by the SDGs units. The 
seven scope questions mentioned in the report were consulted and responses were taken from all 
the provinces and from all the seven stakeholders within the provinces. Stakeholders that include 
parliamentarians, local government, civil society, international development partners, donors, 
government and academia were invited.  

  
‘We must have target wise 
and goal wise civil society 

platforms’ 
  

 Mr. Ali Kemal 
(Representative SDGs 

Unit Planning 
Commission of Pakistan) 
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The issue highlighted here by Mr. Ali was that sometimes the stakeholders showed up and 
sometimes they did not show up. Therefore, in the end, after the consultations and compilation of 
report, we asked AwazCDS to cover the marginalized communities that were not included and 
provincial capital in other parts of the cities that were not covered somehow in the consultations. 
He mentioned that because the consultations happened in the major cities like Islamabad, 
Peshawar, Quetta, Lahore, and Karachi there parts were not covered. He appreciated Mr. Khalid 
Naeem to cover Persons With Disabilities. He further mentioned that we also targeted all women 
based organizations available in Pakistan including UN Women as well. One of the important 
major stakeholders i.e. Ministry of foreign affairs were also engaged in the consultation process. 
The report was also presented to all the stakeholders and then UNDP and other UN’s 
organizations decided which goal must be included and which goal not to be included. He said 
that Goal 4, 10 and 16 are in our priority but the issue is we don’t have their outcomes. We do 
have the policies and processes but we do not have an outcome of those policies and processes. 

Coming towards the outcomes related to health, he mentioned that we have a great outcome 
related to health. He further highlighted and appreciated the EHSAAS program that covers all of 
the 17 SDGs. Highlighting the indicator 10.2.1 of SDGs, he mentioned that the percentage of 
people fall below the half of median income decreased from 21% to 16.6% in the past five years 
that means the inequality is decreasing and hence improving. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS SESSION 

After the reflections, suggestions, challenges, and way forward given by the guest speakers, the 
open court session began and participants were allowed to ask questions, comment and give 
suggestions based upon the discussions. The questions, comments, observations, and suggestions 
given by the participants are mentioned below: 

1) Mr. Sajjad Nayyar from The NGO World Foundation firstly thanked and congratulated 
Mr. Zia-ur-Rehman to timely present the VNR report. He said that discussions related to 
consultations and different forums, our organization did its level best to became a part of 
any forum and to report a work implemented at any level through a proper channel. But 
unfortunately, no appreciable response has been received overall. Although we have 
received great responses during different forums’ sessions. For the consultations groups, 
we had sent proper nominations but no update and response has been received so far. He 
further said that the Planning Commission and UNDP are considered to have their 
technical expertise in SDGs and we believe that we can have a better suggestion and 
guidance from these two institutions. He asked for the ways to correspond with these two 
institutions to get response and suggestions on the ongoing processes of the activities to 
get better results and that can also be represented on any forum. 

2) Mr. Amir Majeed from the private sector- Biopharmaceutical said that the contribution of 
our work lies under goal 3 of SDGs. Appreciating and considering the session 
knowledgeable, Mr. Amir’s observations and suggestions were based upon the points 
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covered by Ms. Munazza Gillani that were based upon the study that government 
officials themselves do not have sufficient knowledge of SDGs. He suggested that the 
Ministry of Information must play a key role in raising the awareness of SDGs among the 
government officials; otherwise, the efforts to approach civil society will not be 
successful. He further said that the government structure is the most powerful structure in 
society in order to raise awareness for any program; therefore, the Ministry of 
Information must also be included in such processes. 

3) Ms. Zehra Arshad- National Coordinator from Pakistan Coalition for Education 
commented that at the time when we developed the National Framework in 2015, the 
indicators mentioned in the National Framework were the priority of the government, 
especially the goal 4 of SDGs. She mentioned that in the report the government has not 
talked about education so does it mean that we are supposed to get engaged with Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs 
more often? In this 
way, we may able 
to send our 
messages to them 
that in Pakistan 
every government including PTI government has enforced education emergency, but still 
we are unable to show the outcomes in the report. She said that Pakistan Coalition for 
Education has developed a spotlight report in which the focus is on citizens’ engagement. 
Adding more to it, she mentioned that as Pakistan Coalition for Education is working 
with 40 districts in 1000 unit councils, therefore, we tried to observe the percentage of 
awareness the districts have regarding the SDGs. Unfortunately, the results were not 
satisfactory and this is the findings of one of the report as well. While reflecting on the 
development of civil society forums, she acknowledged and suggested Mr. Zia to take a 
leading role in the development of civil society forums. She further said that the Pakistan 
Coalition for Education will surely join hands in this regard. Moving forward, she 
highlighted that it is very important to select and work on common indicators. She further 
emphasized that monitoring of those common indicators needs to be ensured that will 
further review by all the stakeholders after 6 months or a year in order to generate a crisp 
report. She further emphasized that it is very important for all of us to work together 
rather than present ourselves in isolation. She mentioned that we need to develop a strong 
link and for that, the parliamentary task force needs to develop a framework on it for 
regular monitoring which needs to further engage Planning of Development and civil 
society of Pakistan as well. 

4) Mr. Aftab asked for the engagement of young people in the VNR process because the 
importance of SDGs is more for young people. He mentioned that it is very important to 
ensure that the voice of young people is incorporated in the processes and he also 
emphasized to make young people representatives in the mechanisms and processes. Mr. 

‘Pakistan Development Alliance must take a leading role in the 
development of civil society forums’ 

Ms. Zehra Arshad 
(National Coordinator- Pakistan Coalition for Education) 
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Zia responded that in the VNR report 40 % young people, approx. 19% of government 
officials at district level, 20 % women, 7 % sexual and religious minorities and 8 % 
PWDs took part in the whole process. 

5) Mr. Afzan Munir from Idara-e-taleem o Aagahi raised the concern on the outcomes of the 
education that were not highlighted in the report. He said that if we consider 
administrative data sets, we had outcomes that were providing support to the indicators 
related to education. He further added that even if we did not have the information on the 
outcomes then, if in the VNR report we are mentioning that in year one we are focusing 
on health, education and human development and then we are not reporting substantially 
on the education, then what you have to say about this incoherence that is shown in the 
report? He further mentioned that the efforts done on education by the civil society and 
the government needed to be mentioned in the report. He further asked from Mr. Zia that 
in the report, the graph no. 3 shows 19 % women and 81 % male population that 
highlight a major gender gap difference which is the main concern. 

6) Ms. Marium Amjad – Campaign Manager from AwazCDS questioned regarding goal 4 
of SDGs. She mentioned that it was understood from the early stages that the 
Government of Pakistan is focusing on the process of VNR and not on the progress. We 
were supposed to report on the process and as far as education is concerned there are 
several processes that have been taken place then why it has not been mentioned in the 
report?  Reflecting on the goal 16, she said that we have a national action plan and a lot 
of work has also been done on the financial accountability, violence and there is a lot to 
discuss on their processes then why it is not mentioned in the report too? She further 
questioned why the EHSAAS program is discussed more than the processes and the 
valuable efforts that were made by the civil society, even that no outcomes of the 
EHSAAS program is yet highlighted. 

7) Ms. Sidra Humayun from SAHIL organization mentioned that the organization publishes 
a report specifically related to child sexual abuse, abduction and child early forced 
marriages on a yearly basis. She said that the process of the organizations and the 
limitations of the data that we usually come across, these are available somewhere in the 
system. It is very important to adopt transparent inter coordination. She further added that 
the support and the platforms of SAHIL and CRM are available in case of data provision 
related to the children. 

8) Mr. Muhammad Sarwar Khan, Former Secretary Law and Justice Commission, 
commented that although there are a policy coherence issues within government. Until 
the data is aligned with the SDGs report, we will not be able to get the true picture of 
what’s going on. He further said that this should be a priority to improve the data and till 
the time the data is improved and is embedded in each department, nobody can be held 
accountable until each relevant department is reporting against the targets and outcomes 
accordingly with the data. 
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9) Ms. Qudsia Aziz asked a question on the National Parliamentary Task Force that whether 
the youth is being included in the task forces and if the youth is involved then what the 
percentage is.  

Before answering the questions, Mr. Zia thanked Ms. Ghazala Saifi (Member National 
Parliamentary Task Force on SDGs) for joining the event and asked her to reflect her thought on 
the event and the processes. Ms. Ghazala appreciated the discussion that was held in the event. 
She said that all of the stakeholders who are present in the event are the ones who are going to 
provide the required correct data. She further said that one of the major problems that the 
government and parliamentary task force are facing is related to the data that is unavailable. She 
highlighted that although our commitment is very strong but when we entered in this arena and 
when we observed that on ground realities the issues are not yet addressed, the government 
decided to address the issues on a serious note. She said that the government is focusing on all 
the mentioned issues and topics related to education, child’s protection, and health issues. Based 
on the current situation, in every area, there are some weaknesses and issues that we need to 
cover and sort out.  

She further added that previously there was a lot written down but there was not much done on 
the ground so we need to actually sit down together and work together. She mentioned that we 
are also trying to mobilize all of our MNAs and MPAs to collect data from the district level. It is 
observed that all of the 17 SDGs are important that can take a country to the next level. As this is 

a commitment of the government to 
open the doors for development in 
the country, to include youth in the 
process of development as well. As 
more than 70% of the country’s 
population covers youth (including 
both male and female), therefore, 
work is also being done on the skill 
development programs. She further 
said that we are targeting the 
National Library. The art gallery, 
auditorium, and cafeteria will all be 
friendly with the handicapped and 

special people. While discussing on the education sector, she mentioned that we are addressing 
the concerns related to education and through parliaments; we are organizing it in the right 
manner. She further said that we are also trying to work with all the stakeholders to involve them 
in the concerned matter and the bills that need to be present in the parliament, the acceptance of 
bills and further establishment of laws are also in our consideration. While emphasizing on the 
work that is not presented in the reports, she said that if the work has actually been done by 
different organizations including the government then those topics and areas should not have 

‘Work being done by 
different civil society 

organizations and 
government that is not 

reflected in the official VNR 
report must be highlighted 

properly’. 
  

Ms. Ghazala Saifi (Member 
National Parliamentary 
Task Force on SDGs) 
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been ignored. She further added that the work should have been jotted down and addressed in the 
concerned reports. Ms. Ghazala suggested that if the efforts done are ignored and not reported 
accordingly then that should be included in the extra booklet. Reflecting upon the SDGs plan, 
she mentioned that we as parliamentarians decided to address the SDGs plan on a quarterly basis 
rather than doing it on a yearly basis. The reports will be collected and addressed after 3 months. 

Mr. Zia thanked and appreciated the discussion done by Ms. Ghazala. He further shared that this 
is the role of parliamentarians to oversight what is happening. The VNR was a high profiled 
activity in which our report was supposed to be presented at HLPF. He mentioned that the report 
developed by the government did not even get shared with the parliamentarians and SDGs task 
forces of parliament which is an alarming situation for us. Moreover, he highlighted that we have 
recently signed an MOU with the Chairperson of the Parliamentary Task Force for the next five 
years. The purpose is to provide the Parliamentary Task Force online information through SDGs 
citizens’ scorecard. The immediate information regarding citizens’ voice on SDGs will be 
collected from the district level so that the National Parliamentary Task Force can further 
improve the oversight on it. 

Moving towards answering the questions and suggestions raised by the participants, Mr. Ali 
Kemal said that in Punjab the focal persons are identified at district levels and this is also 
replicated in other provinces and the federal administrative areas of Pakistan. 

Coming towards answering the raised question that government officials have sufficient or no 
knowledge regarding SDGs, Mr. Ali responded that we have already developed and shared a 
proposal with a National School of Public Policy which is accepted by them. The aim was to 
conduct at least one session of SDGs; the sessions will be further increased by them on different 
SDGs. The National School of Public Policy has also included the simulation exercise at every 
level.  

He further appreciated the suggestion put forwarded by Mr. Amir Majeed to involve the Ministry 
of Information in the processes. He commented that in order to involve the Ministry of 
Information in the whole set up we need individuals who can project, present and explain the 
dimensions, pillars, and objectives of SDGs in a right direction. There are several programs that 
are in the designing phase related to it. Adding more to it, he highlighted the 50 documentaries 
that were made by the Balochistan PTV, which is reflected in the VNR report as well. 

Responding to Ms. Zehra’s query, Mr. Ali said that the indicators of the SDGs were of the UN 
forum. The UN only focused and needed the progress on the set targeted indicators only. While 
discussing the data available on education, he responded that the data on the outcome of 
education will be available on September 2019. After that based upon the indicators, we can 
assess and show the outcomes and the progress of education at a different level. 

Coming towards the question raised by Mr. Afzan from Idara-e-Taleem o Aagahi that we do 
have the administrative data but it is not reliable. Responding to the question, Mr. Ali mentioned 
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that the Planning Commission of Pakistan has decided to rely on the data provided by PSLM. 
PSLM is a survey-based authentic data with less standard error. Furthermore, discussing the 
platforms, he highlighted that unfortunately, we have missed all the three international HLPF 
events that happened in 2019 because we did not get approval from the minister. 

Answering the question raised by Ms. Marium (Campaign Manager- AwazCDS), Mr. Ali 
responded that progress was good till 2016-17. It was observed in the reports that although the 
progress is mentioned but no one highlighted the preparedness. The focused must be on 
preparedness. Further strengthening this point, he said during a consultation that we arranged 
between ministries including foreign affairs, it was emphasized to focus on outcomes and not on 
progress. While discussing the EHSAAS program, he mentioned that EHSAAS covers all the 
four social security programs under one umbrella which affects the coordination in a better and 
positive way. He further said that the EHSAAS program can also be further improved by 
identifying and highlighting the gaps. The Billion Tree Tsunami project and project related to 
Tourism that is highlighted in the EHSAAS program are related to the environment eco-friendly, 
economic growth rate and with employment as well. 

The question raised by Mr. Sarwar, Former Secretary Law and Justice Commission, regarding 
administrative data and data gap, Mr. Ali responded that after we receive the progress on data we 
will reevaluate our efforts and by 2019 we will try to ensure that the data of 128 indicators are 
available. He further said that we are coordinating with the relevant departments and we are 
trying to update the reporting of administrative data. 

After responding to the concerned questions by the participants, Mr. Zia preceded the event by 
highlighting that based upon the suggestions received from the participants, media, and the 
private sector will also be engaged in the process of SDGs. He further said that we want to 
further strengthen the SDGs group by making different provincial forums and we will try to 
engage all stakeholders in it including young people. He also said that along with the national 
working group and the provincial working group we will further improve the report.  

CONCLUSION AND THE WAY FORWARD 

After the questions and answers session, Mr. Zia requested Ms. Nafeesa Khattak (Member 
National Parliamentary Task Force on SDGs) to give her reflection on the future 
recommendations and way forward. Ms. Nafeesa started the speech while informing that at the 
time when we developed a task force, we also decided to further divide it into the seven sub-
committees in which the 17 SDGs goals were mentioned and summed up together. While dealing 
with the subcommittee of education we faced hurdles from the ministries because no information 
was openly shared with us. In order to deal with such type of hurdles, we have decided to 
empower our task forces of SDGs and regarding this, we will also make laws and policies. With 
this, we will bound ministries to transfer the power to the task forces of SDGs. She further 
highlighted that for the recommendations and follow up of those recommendations we will be 
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needing the support of civil 
society. She further 
emphasized the organizations 
to tie up with the relevant sub-
committees of SDGs task 
forces and share the findings 
with them. 

Mr. Zia appreciated the points 
that were discussed by Ms. 
Nafeesa and said that we are 
available for the facilitation 
and to provide any kind of 
relevant information. While sharing the future programs, he said that we are going to engage 
Parliamentarian Task Forces in our next SDGs Watch Pakistan Program. The capacity building 
training will also be conducted for 138 members of Parliamentary Task Forces and we will also 
develop priority indicators frameworks at district levels. 

The event was concluded with the speech of VSO Country Director, Mr. Hashim Bilal, who 
supported in the overall process of stakeholder consultations on the VNR process. Mr. Hashim 
mentioned that VSO is emphasizing to engage the youth and trying to shift them on the 
programming side. We are trying to connect the youth with different platforms including SDGs, 
education, health, etc. He highlighted that it has been observed that most of the work and efforts 

done by the organizations are in 
isolation from and we are 
identifying the gap in youth as well. 
He further said that we are 
committed to taking this journey 
forward to expand the SDGs 
network to the grassroots level. He 
further mentioned that we have 
taken the next step of localization 
and AwazCDS will further lead this 
step of localization. The 
commitment to it has been shown to 
the government as well. 

In the end, Mr. Khalid Naeem (BoD- Awaz CDS), on behalf of AwazCDS, concluded the event 
by acknowledging Action For Sustainable Development and Global Call to Action Against 
Poverty for funding the event and making the event possible. He said that this kind of continuous 
support will play a significant role in understanding and taking collective actions for the 
implementation of SDGs. He also thanked all the guest speakers, participants and organizations 

‘The National Parliamentary Task 
Force is divided into seven sub-

committees that cover all aspects of 
17 Sustainable Development Goals. 
We would welcome CSOs to join us 

in those subcommittees for the 
better implementation of SDGs’ 

  
Ms. Nafeesa Khattak (Member 
National Parliamentary Task 

Force on SDGs) 

‘VSO is emphasizing to 
increase the participation of 

youth in different 
programme related platforms 
including SDGs, education 

and health too’ 
  

Mr. Hashim Bilal (CD-VSO 
Pakistan) 
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to become a part of this event and to provide with the valuable suggestions. He also thanked and 
appreciated the efforts done by Mr. Zia-ur-Rehman (CE- AwazCDS & National Coordinator- 
PDA) and AwazCDS team for making this event successful. 
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